
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



/ 



$ E L E C T W O It K S 

O F M R. A. C O W L E Y; 

IN TWO VOLUMES: 
" WithaPnEFACE and* Notes by the I&ita^ [>'*»< 
VOLUME THE FIRST. 







:■■'. 4y&**e£- m fiSmvfy* %Z (Melton yM*J**.pff***<* 7t*f&** J . 

: ; . T HE SECOND EDITION. 

" Forgot&is Epic, nay Pindaric art; 

" But ilia we love the language of his heart," Pope* . 

LONDON, 

PRIfftED BY W. BOWYER AND J. NICHOLS : 
JPQR T. CADELL, IN THE STRAND. 

MDCCLXXII. *-- 



%VW# ■//"■■; h'*$r 



:-m 



■:?;';-}'&$. t 



: • ..v „..■ 






.*'* 






■■>v 



OR* 




V .J ■:. 



f K 












3;U :.:'■..;■■/ • -■■•..■■.■ ..■;* 






■•V.-.T". .• . . ..*;*•.*. .■ 






...'f-^'.-V- 



;■■• / 



■ *:-<? 



e?^i 



'./ .* 



€■■ O- •^•;-^;||- tff * S 

: . I " OF 

VOLU ME the F I R S T. 

THE Editor's Prefect. Pager. 
Dr. Sprat's Life of Mr. Cowley. 

;'' ; * . . *—57 

EtEcrA DEDiCAto^lA. 59 — 6x 

>The Author's Plaice. 63—90 

■^he AuTHOR*iPi«fa(!e to Cutttr ofColemsn- 

Jtreet. . " '" '" ; 91—105 

. J. The Motto. \ 107 

ft. Ode oa "Wit. 109 

111. On the death of Mr. Jordan. 113 

I?. Oa the death of Mr, W. Hervey. 

n 4 

V. To the Lord Falkland. 123 

b VI. Oa 



X. CO SKtV.Ej JT T S. 

VI. On the death of Sir A. Vandyke. 
£*'" ■•'• "' ' . z *6 

VII. To Sir W. Davcnant. 129 

JPlIKfOn tfo de«$ of'|i*r. Qrafliar. i&t 

IX. Imitation of Martial, lib. V. ep. xxi. 

»35 
X. Anacreontics. 1. Love. 138 

ii. Drinking. 139 

_ »i v Be_aujy. . ; 14P 

•"'.' ,; ..'" iv. The PueL ■' 141 

J . ..'. *• Age. 142 

▼.'* -TJte Aeewnt. 143. 

ix. Another. . ibid. 
x. The Grafhopper. 148 
.;• ai^TrS Swallow. 149 
xii. Elegy upon Ana-, 

• - • .O' 1 ' • ' ■■ • ' - 

f XI. The Chronicle, A J(afta)l'. 15& 
XII, Mn\t "&|d Sebti'miuV. '. . r6i 

• &ftt.The P'ralfe of frho'att An Ode. 

' ' 1.64 

*~ ''"'' '•3tiVVBr'utu» 

t " ■ '■ 



CONTENTS. x§ 

XIV. Brutus. An Ode. 167 

XV. ToMivHobbes. 175 

XVL Life and Fame. 181 

XVII. On the death of Mrs. C. Philips. 

186' 

XVHL Hymn to Light* ioa 

XIX. To the Royal Society. 200 

XX. The Complaint. 210 

Proposition for the Advancement 
of Experimental Philosophy. 

219 — 244 



3c£ 



AN 



?-*•;■. 



.• .t *: 1 ■ ' r z :■ . 

rfw ^mii dtfttalfc dfifcaat' 4fi»*BU rf~tttfli jAMOb* 
J^%fc JS^^fc $J^*31| ^5^^9*» jW^^-tfV^U 

Ajk a^ V i -a^y^^ Vfc,><iir Tgfaiirtr V^^flf 

WMm? JI2*V •kP'Ur^ ■*W**»P ^PP*5t ^st*WP\ 

P R E F A C E- 

IT would bq ufipg irioft writers of 
name very, ill, to treat them with 
ihat freedom, , which I have prCt 
fumed to take . with Mr. Cowle^v i 
But every thing, he wrote, is ei- 
ther fo good or fo bad, that, in all 
xeafon, a feparation (hould be made; 
left the latter, which, unhappily, is 
the greater part, Should, in the end, 
fiifle and overlay the former. 

The reafon of this ftriking dif- 
ference .in the compofitions of the 
fame man, whofe genius and learn- 

■■ .. • * 3 iu S 
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ing are unqueftionable, is, That he 
generally fbUowcd^thc t«A»; aFlifc 
time, which was the Wofft ! lrtii- 
finable ; and rarely his own, which 
> was : naturally excellent* as taay : be 
ieen in the few pieces of his poetry, 
here fele&ed' from the reft; anf* 
#fpeeially, in hid profe-works^ which 
{cKqept the note*' on his Pindarit 
QdeS) aa& Bavidefs) are ! given entiffc, 
«nd have no common ftierit. - 
; . .:. .; .'.: '. I <- >'< ^ • ; 
: Bcf.T the teknt^ by fcrhicfa he k 
diftihgutifofcd, 'M ■• a polite tvrite^ 
^e, the leaft of his prarfe. There 
is fomething in him* which pleafes 
above his wit, and in fpite of it. 
Jt is that moral lair, attd tender fen- 
jfibility of mind, tfrhich every one 
$ercdi\tas atid loves ih reading Mt 

CowJey. 
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Cowley. And this chara&er of his 
genius, though it be expreflcd, in- 
deed, in his other writings, comes 
out efpeciaily, and takes our attention 
moft, in fomeof his f mailer poms and 
ejfays; which* therefore, it feemed to 
be for the author's credit, and the 
convenience of his readers, to draw 
near to each other* and place, toge- 
ther, in one view. I have faid-^/ir 
the convenience of hti readers: for, 
though ail are capable <yf being enter- 
tained, perhaps |nftru6ted; -by the 
image of a good r iriind, Wvhen fet be* 
fore them, yet few will be at the pains, 
to feek that inftru&ion or entertain- 
ment, fyr themfelves, through the 
fcattered works of fo unequal and vo- 
luminous a writer. 

To 
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To do juftice to the kiemory ©# 
Mr. Cowley, in thefe two lefpe&s^ 
mean, ia bis .capacity both. b£ a polite 
and moral writer, is the folc end of 
this publication, - Eveny- man of.tafte 
«nd. virtue will read.it yrith plejafure., 
There arq* indeed,, many lines di& 
p<erfed v through his other poems* 
which deferye. pcaife. But, on the 
whole, it is enough if ihis.fmall 
colleaipo go dpwn*tOi.pQj9:^rity: In 
that cafe* neither thpy, #<#• the au« 
ihor, will have any great lofs, though 
the rcft.be |brgpttsn; : . 

'.?: : ) ' : ■ <■-•' ■ '■■ .--i" ■« : 
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S I R, 

MR. Cowley- in hi J will recommend- 
ed to my care the fevifing of all 
his works that were formerly printed, and 
the colle&ing of thofe papers which he had 
defigned for Jthc ^rds. "And he did it 
with this parrioular-obligationi That I 
Jbould be : Jure to 'let nothing; ■ pnfs ? that 
might feem the'tteft offence to- religion or 
: You I. ( B goo^ 
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fpoi manners. A caution,, which you will 
judge to Eave been altogether needlefs* 
tor certainly^ in* all ancient or modern 
times* Aere ;can. fearer^ any aotho? be 
found, that has handled fo many different 
matters in fuch various forts of ftyle, who* 
lefs wants the correftion of his friends r or 
hflU'-'l&I i¥aJb» to #ar- t^e feverity of 
ftrangers* . r ...,.,,.., 

Accpai>Ok> to. his.<$rfirc and his own ii*- 
tention, I have now fet forth his Latin and 
Englifli Writings, each ih £ Volume apart * 
and to* that which was before extant in both 
languages, I have added all that I could 
find in his clofet, which he had brought 
to any manner of perfe&ioa I have thus, 
$ir, performed the will of the dead. But 
I doubt I fhail not fatisfy.the expe&atiorv 
of the lfving* unlefs for$e account be here 
premifed concerning, this excellent man* 
I k«oyr very well, that bfe has given- the 
world the beft image, of his own mind itv 
thefe immortal monuments, of his -.Wit*. 
- " .-. ■ . Yet 
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Yti there is ftill r66fcn enough left, for one 
faf his familiar acquaintance to fay many 
things of his poems, ahd chiefly of his. 
life, thit may ferve for th6 information of 
his*- readers, if not for the incredfe of his 
ftame-, which, without any fuch helps, is 
tfreftdy fufffciehtlf eftabitfhed* 

T His, Sir, were an argument mod pro- 
per for yotr to manage, in refpeft of your 
great abilities, and- the long friendship you 
maintained with him. But you have an 
obftinate averlion from publifhing any of 
your Writings. I guefs what pretence you 
have for it, and that you are confirmed in 
this refokuion by the prodigious multitude 
and imperfetftions of us writers of this age. 
I will not now difpoite, whether you are in 
the right-, though I am confident you 
would contribute more to our reformation 
by your example, than reproofs. But how- 
ever, feeing you perfift in your purpofe, 
ttid have refufed to adorn even this veiy 
fubjedt, which ydu love fo well ; t beg your 
B 2 a (Tilt a nee 
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afiiftaffce while I myfelf undertake it f This 
I do with the greater willingnefs, becaufe 
I believe there )& n® man, who Jpeaks of 
Mr. Cowley, that can want either matter 
or word*. I only therefore intreat you to 
give me leave to make you a party in thifr 
relation, by ufing your; name and yo\i? 
teftimony. For by this means, though the 
memory of our friend fhall not be deliver- 
ed to pofterity with theadvantage of your 
wit, which were moil to be defired; yet 
his praife will be ftrengthened by the. con- 
sent of your judgement, and the authority 
of your approbation* - 

Mr. A. Co wlev was born in the city of 
London, in the year one thoufand fix hunk 
dred and eighteen. His parents were citi* 
zcns of a virtuous life and fufficient eftate •, 
and fo the condition of his fortune was 
equal to the temper o£ his mind^ which 
was always content with moderate, things. 
The fir ft years of his youth were ipent in 
Weftminfter-fchool, where he foon obtain* 

ed 
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*3 arid increased the noble genius peculiar 
<o that place. The occafion of his firft 
inclination to poetry, was his cafual light- 
ing on Spenser's Fairy §>ueen 9 when he 
was but jvrft able to read. That Indeed is 
a poem fitter for the 'examination of men, 
than the confideration of a child. But in 
'him it met with a fancy, whofe ftrength 
was not to be judged by die number of his 
years* 

In the thirteenth year of his age there 
tame forth a little book under his name, 
in which there ivere many things that 
might well become the vigour and force of 
a manly wit. The firft beginning of his 
ftudies, was a familiarity with the mod fo- 
iid and vmaffe&ed authors of antiquity, 
which he fuily digefted, not only in his 
memory, but his judgement. By this ad- 
vantage he learnt nothing while a boy, that 
he needed to forget or forfake when he 
came to be a man. His mind was rightly 
fcafoned at firft $ and he had nothing to do, 
B 3 but 
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but ftill to prpceed on »b$ f^mp fpqntfatfafl 
on which he began. 

He wai wont jo relate, *tb£t he had tVs 
defect in his memory at that time, tl^t hU 
teachers could never bring if to retain the 
ordinary rules of grammar- However, hp 
fupplied jhat want, by convening with the 
books themfelvcs, from whence thofe rules 
had been drawn. That, no doubt, was a 
better way, though pwch more difficult-, 
and he afterwards founc| thi$ benefit by it, 
that, h^vinjg got the Grcejc and Roman 
languages, as he had dope his own, npt by 
precept but ufe, he prattled them, not a$ 
a icholar but a native. 

With thefe, extraordinary hopes he wa$ 
removed to Trinity College in Cambridge j 
where, by the prqgref^ and continuance of 
his wit, it appeared that vpo things were 
joined in it, which feldom meet together, 
that it was both early-ripe aad lftfting. 
This brought him into the Iqve and efteennj 

5 ' . pf 
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of the moft: eminent members of that fa- 
mous fociety •, and principally of your uncle 
Mr. Fotherby, whofe favours he fince 
abundantly acknowledged, when his bene- 
faftor had quite forgot the obligation. His 
exercifes of all kinds are ftiH remembered 
in .that univerfky with great applaufe 5 axid 
with this particular praife, that they *te*e 
not only fit for the obfcurity of an academi- 
cal life, but to have been fhown on the 
true theatre of the world. There it was 
that, before die twentieth year of .his age f 
he laid the defign of divers of his moft 
mafculine works, that he finished long after : 
in which I know not whether I (hould moid 
commend, that a mind fo young (hould con- 
ceive fuch great things, or that it fhould 
be able to perfect them with fuch felicity. 

T«e firft occafion of his entering into 
bufinefs, was the elegy that he writ on Mr. 
Hervey's death-: wherein he defcribed 
the higheft charafters of religion, know- 
ledge, and frie&dfliip, in an age when moft 
B 4 other 
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.other \rrf$B~fearce begin to learn them. 
This brought; him into' the acquaintance 
of Mr/JoHN Hervey, the brother of his 

. deceased friepd -, from .whom he received 
many, offices of kindnefs through the whole 

;courfe of his life, apd principally this, that 

;by his means he came into the fervice of 

^y Lofi St. Albans, 

Whsn the civil war broke, out, his af- 

^fe&ion to the King's caufe drew him to 

Oxford, as foon as it began to be the chief 

; feat of the Royal party. In that nniverfity 

• he proiecuted the fame ftudies with a like 
fuccefs, Nor in the mean time was he 
wanting to his duty in the war itfelf, for 
he was prefent and in fervice in feveral of 
the King's journies and expeditions. By 
thefe occafions and the report of his high 

. deferts, he fpeedily grew familiar to the 

chief m$n of the court and the gown, 

whom the fortune of the war had drawn 

.together. And particularly, though he was 

? thcn very young, he had. the. entire friend- 

ihip 
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(hip of my Lord Falkland, one of the 
principal fecretaries of ftate. That af- 
fe&ion was contra&ed by the agreement 
of their learning ^pd manners. For you 
may remember, Sir, we have often heard 
Mr. Cowley admire him, not only for the 
profoundnefs of his knowledge, which was 
applauded by all the world, but more 
efpecially for thofe qualities which he him- 
felf more regarded, for his generofity of 
mind, and his neglect of the vain pomp 
of human greatnefs. 

During the heat of the civil war, he 
was fettled in my Lord St. Albans* fa- 
mily, and attended her Majefty the Queen- 
mother, when, by the unjuft perfecution of 
her fubje&s, (he was forced to retire into 
France. Upon this wandering condition 
of the moll vigorous part of his life, he 
was wont to refleft, as the caufe of the long 
interruption of his ftudies. Yet we have 
no reafon to think that he loft fo great a 
fpace of time, if we confider in what bufi- 

nefs 
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jnefs he sroptoyscj his b&riifhment. He was 
$kfej)t froi« his native country above 
f waive years 4 which were wholly fpent, ci- 
pher in bearing a flbarejn .the diftreffes of 
*bs royal family, or in labouring in their 
#ffair3. To this purpofe, he performed fe- 
ver^ dangerous journies, into Jcrfey, Scot- 
iarid, Ffcm<Jers, Holland, or whenever dfe 
the ICitig^s troubles required his attendance. 
But JtbexHiiefteftimony of his fidelity was, 
theinhoriousfervicehie ujoderwent, in main- 
taining the conftant . corceipondence be- 
tween the late King and the Queen his wife, 
.Jn xi\at weighty truft he behaved himfeif 
-withiudefatigable integrity and unfufpefted 
-fccreey. For he cyphered and decyphered, 
\with ibis own hand, the greateft part. of all 
."the letters diat paffed between their Ma- 
jeftiesj and managed a vaft intelligence rn 
pa^y other parts: which for fome years 
together took up all his days, and two or 
three irights every wfcek, 

-.. A T ^g$V!WWA* s prefent Majeftv's 
.rwoval out of France, and the Queen- 
mother's 



jTOOtherY (laying behind [the .feufiriefs of 
ihit nature palled of oourfe imo> other 
hinds. Then it wa* thought fit, by thofe 
#n whom he depended, that hcftowld come 
flyer into England, and, under pretence of 
privacy and retirement, ihairid: take oc- 
cafion of giving notice of the pofture of 
things in this nation. Upon hU return, 
lie fw.nd hi* country groaning voder thp 
pppreflion of aft unjvift ufurp&tipn. And 
he foon felt the effects of it. For, white 
he lay hid in- London, he was feized on by 
a mjftak^p the fearch having be^n intended 
after another gentleman, of confiderable 
note in the King's party. Being made a 
prifqner, lje was often examined before the 
Ufurpers, who tried all imaginable ways to 
make him ferviceable to their ends. Th# 
courfe not prevailing, he was committed 
to a fevere reftraint * and fcarce at laft ob* 
twined his liberty, upon the hard terms of 
a thoufand pound bail, which burden Dr P 
Scarborough v<ery honourably took upon 
JiitpJflf. Under thefe bonds he c^ptipiaed 

till 
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till the general redemption^ Yet, taking 
the opportunity of the confufions that 
followed upon Cromwell's death, he ven- 
tured back into France j aiytohere remained 
in the fame ftation as before, till near the 
time of thfc.King's return*. .- 

♦ This certainly, Sir, is abundantly fuf- 
fkient to juftify- his loyalty to ail the world ; 
though' fbme halve endeavoured to bring 
it in queftion, upon oecafion of a few lines 
in the Preface to one of his books. The 
objeftion I muff-not pafs by in filence, 
feecaufe it was the only paft of his life that 
was liable to miftnterpretation, even by 
the confefiieh of thofe that envied his 
fame. In this cafe perhaps it were enough, 
to alledge for him to men of moderate 
minds, that what he there faid was publifh- 
«d before a book of poetry, and fo ought 
rather to be efteemed as a problem of 
his fancy and invention, than as the real 
image of his judgement. But his de- 
fence in this matter may be laid on a 
i furer 
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fttof ibundatiorr. This is the- true rea- 
fon that 'i* to iir given of "iiis delivering 
that opinion. Upon bis corning over, he 
found! the ftatttrof : the Royal party very 
defperate. He.iperceiyed* the ftrerigth <fc 
their enemies fo united* that, till it fhould 
be^in> to break withirt itfelf, all efcde&Vours 
aj^iiiflfc'it.were KEe to .prove uhfu'ccefsful. 
Oirtherothiar fideiiie beheld their zeal for 
hUMajefty's caufe to be ftiil fo adtive, 
that it often hurried them into inevitable 
ruin* . He few this with much grief/ 'And 
though he approved their conftancy * as 
much as any man living, yet he found their 
unfeafonable fhewing it, did only difable 
themfelves, and give their adverfaries gres£ 
advantages of riches and ftrength by their 
defeats. He therefore believed that it 
would be a meritorious fervice to the King; 
if. any . man^ who was known to have fol- 
lowed his intereflv could innnuate into tht 
Usurpers' minds, that men of j his principle* 
were. now. willing to be quiet; and* could 
perfaade the poor, opprefled Royalifts -t<* 
\.. ;■:. conceal 
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cwKreftlthcdrtfFcftiorta, for bettir ocdaflon^ 
ArkJ aSjjforJhisi ownvpartitular, hft Was i 
eK>fe prifoner when he tarit thac jtgainft 
whieb. the: exception is imattej fo thfct hd 
few it wsts itBpofllble fbr hint to putftrjibt) 
ends fo*: Mr&iqh'-Hc dame hither* ifube- dift 
jK)t make ftime. kind, of dcclferatibn of JiW 
jjeaceabfe intentions* This was ithfen Ijjfi 
pinion:. And the fbc&fc of things feeavsf 
t* jrtove, tHM. it Wa6: nor very ill ground*' 
e&i For ocrtainiy it >feas ofrt of the gteat-i 
bft helfte to the King's a(fiikt,abQiit tlw 
tetter end of that tyranny, that many of 
bis bbft friends disenabled their counfels^ 
ahd tf&ed the fame defigns, under the dif- 
^aifes ahd names of other parties. 

:: T«N, Sir* yoii can tcftify to have been 
tie iHfldceftf.tfccafion of theft words* on 
ithich ib much clahiour wis raifed. Yet* 
jtoaglus good intentions weft fo ill inter* 
ptetedv he told one* the laft time that eve* 
|;few him» that -he 'toauldiiive them omit* 
ted A the tidxs impreflwn: of which his 
;, , friend 
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ftfeacbMr. CoAr ! i* a witnftft: Httaevdr* 
jtfHrc fhould take ihfai.in-ibt wt»ftfeHfe 
d£ tfrhieh th*y arc capable *. yet* fffctftiriks* 
ftr his roaifitaiai&g Ofle folfe ttefct in 1 tbd 
jtolicicaf phildfe$%, he ffialc' a fibfflciehtf 
*on«mtnt, by 4 eotffi-nMl ferVice of twenty 
ya#&, by the parjtettial loyalty of his dit. 
ccrarfii, and by^many bf hu dfh'cr writings* 
therein h* his tergdy defended and ddoi'it- 
cd the Royal caiife* And to fptafe of him* 
ioc as our friend but according to* th^ 
*6mtiiOtt laws of humanity ; certa&ly, thai 
life mutt tftecU be very unblamable, which 
lad beeft tried in bufihefs of the higheft 
tUhftqaericei and p'faftifed in the hazard- 
ous fecrets df courts and Cabinets; and 
yet there can nothing difgracefdl be pro- 
duced againft it, but only the error of one 
paragraph, and a fingle metaphor* 

But to return to my narration, which 
this digreffloa has iftterrapted : Upon th<* 
fciftg'i happy reftowttion, Mr. Cowliiv 
iwU jiaft th<* fonferh year of his age •, of 

..,".': which 
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which the greateft part had been fpeht in 
a various and tempeftuous condition. He 
now thought he had facrificed enough of 
his life to his curiofity and experience. He 
had enjoyed-, many e^cej^oit occafions of 
obfervation* / He had been prefent in many 
great revolutions, which in that tumultu- 
ous time difturbed the peace of all our 
neighhourrftates, as well as our own. He 
had .nearly, beheld all the fplerldour of the 
higheft part of mankind. He had lived 
in the prefence of princes, and familiarly 
converfed with greatnefs in all its degrees, 
which was neceflary for one that would 
contemn it aright : for to fcorn the pomp 
of the world before a man knows it, does 
commonly proceed rather from ill-man- 
ners than a true magnanimity. 

He was now weary of the vexations and 
formalities of an a&ive, condition. He had 
been perplexed with a long compliance to 
foreign manners. He was fatiated with 
the arts of court: which fort of life, 

though 
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though his virtue had made innocent to 

-huh, ^et irttftiAg could make it quiet. 

Thefewere the tfiafons that moVed him to 

foregb ' ill public employrridnts, arid to 

foltow theTiolent inclination of his own 

% mind, which, in the greatefi" tfiforig of his 

former bufmeft, had ftill called upon him* 

' aftd repfefented to him the true delights 

of folitary ftudies, of terhperare pleafures, 

and of a moderate revenue, below the ma* 

lice and flatteries of fortune. 

At firft he was but flenderly provided 
for fuch a retirement* by reafon of his 
travels, arid the afflictions of the party to 
which he adhered, Which had put him 
quite otit 6f all the: rdads of gaih* Yet, 
hotwithftanding the narrowhefs of his in* 
•coriie, he remained fixed to his fefolution, 
upon his confidence in the temper of his 
own mind, ivhith he knew had contracted 
4 ks defirfcs; into fo fmall a compafs, that a 
very few things would fupply them all. 
But upon the fettlemeitt of the peace of 
I "-'"' Vol, h C '■;■•• our 



iS THE LIFE OF 

: our nation, this hinderance.of his defign 
was foon removed : for he then obtained 

^ ; a plentiful eftate, by the favour of my Lord 
St. Albans, and the. bounty of my Lord 
Duke of .Buckingham ; to whom he was 
always moft dear, and whom he ever re- 
fpefted, as his principal patrons. The laft 
of which great men, you know, Sir, it is 

.... my duty to mention, not only for Mr. 
Cowley's fake, but my own : though I 
cannot do it, without being afhamed, that, 
having the fame epcourager of my ftudies, 
I fhouM deferve his^ patronage fo much 
lefs. 

Thus he was fufficiently furnifhed for 

his retreat. And immediately he gave 

< over all pu?fuit of honour and riches, in a 

time, when, if any ambitious or covetous 

.. thoughts* had remained in his mind, he 

might juftly have expedteel to have them 

. ; readily fatisfied. In his laft fcven or eight 

: * y^ars, he \yras concealed in his beloved 

-, .. ,. obfeurity, and RpflTefled that foliti^d?, which 

3 \ from 
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from his very childhood he had always moft 

i paflionately defired* Though he had fre- 
quent invitation? to return into bufinefs, 
yet he never gave ear to any perfuafions 
of profit or perferment. His vifits to the 
city and court were very few : his ftays in 

.town were only as a paflenger* not an in- 
habitant. The places that he chofe for the 
• feats of his declining life, were two or three 
villages on the bank of the Thames. Dur- 
ing this recefs, his mind was rather exer- 

,cifed on what was to come, than, what was 
palled •, he fuffered no more bufinefe nor 
cares of life to corrte near him, than what 
were enough to keep his foul awake, but 
not tadifturb it. Some few friends and 

'■ bpoks, a.cheafful heart* and inpoeent con- 
science, were his conftant companions. 
His poetry indeed he took with him, but 
he made that an anchorite as well as him- 
■fclf : he only dedicated it to the fervice of ' 
his Maker, to defctibe the great images 
of religion and virtue wherewith his mind 
•abounded* And. be employed his raufic 
C 2 " to 
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to no other ufe, than as his own David did 
towards Saul, by finging the praifes of 
God and of Nature, to drive the evil fpirit 
out of men's minds. 

* Of his works [a] that are publifted, it is 
hard to give one general chara&ery becaufe 
of the difference of their fubje&s, and the 
various forms and diftant times of their 
writing. Yet this is true- of them all, that 
in all the feveral fhapes of his ftyle, there 
is ftill very much of the Mkeneis and im- 
preflion of the fame mind •, the feme un- 
affe&ed modefty, and natural freedom, and 
eafy vigour, and chearful paflions, and in- 
nocent mirth, which appeared m all his 
maimers. We have many things that he 
writ in two very unlike conditions, in* the 
univerfity and the court. But in his poe- 

[<*] Of bis works} The ill faith of a friend,/ in 
commending everything alike, and without referve, 
would be very conspicuous in all that follow* to p. 4 1 , 
if we did not reflefr, that, what fuch a-poet, as Mr* 
Cowley, was capable of writing, . fuch a. critic, as Dr. 
Sprat, maybe fuppofed very honefily to approve. 

try. 
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try, as well as his life, he mingled with ex- 
cellent flcill what was good in both dates. 
In his life, he joined the innocence and 
fincerity of the fcholar with the humanity 
and good behaviour of the courtier. I& 
his poems, he united the folidity and art 
of the one with the gentility and grace- 
folnefs of the other* 

If any (hall think that he #a$ nbt won- 
derfully curious in the choice and ele- 
gance of all his words nl wiil affirm with 
more troth on the bfh*r fide, that- he bad 
no manner of affe&fction inthefl&;*he took 
them asJae found* them raaxie xo his: hands; 
he neither went before, nor came after, the 
ufc of -xta • *g e t ;; He*/ orfook the^ converfa- 
tibn,- iut werer the language, of the city 
and court. \ He undcrftood -exceeding well 
all >tfye) variety land power of poetical num- 
bers ; and pradifed all ibrcs -With 'great 
happinefs. If his verfes in fome places 
feem.not as foft and flowing as fome would 
have them, it was his ' choice, not hj$ fault* 
C3 He 
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He It new that, in diverting, men's romd^ 
there fhould be th$ fame variety vobferwcl 
as in the prolpe&s ojbtherr '.eyes': wbeBeiai. 
rock, a precipice, onnaoriiing* waye^ is "-oft! 
ten more ? deHghtf ul, v than \ a ftr*ooth>A e tf cap 
ground, or a -cilra fea* •.Where thecipat*i 
ter required it, he wasasgemle ^anpthafip 
But where higher virtue3i5ifcre chidByc'tobci 
regarded, an pxaft numerofity was not then 
his main-care* ThiAi stay i fetve to, ranfcfrer 
thofe tyho upbraid Jfomei of? ins piecei- rawJfc 
roughnefs, and with: Ehow/contraftiaostha^ 
tfee? are, willing tfcfjaHowi: Rue tkfef &dr 
mirers of -geatknefs withoA«;finew5i:;(h((WLibt: 
know- that Afferent racgroitoDts. miuft htMfc 
different cploy/s. of .fj^ftflft:; tbtf-thBtoiis*! 
Jund of variety of fexe& in poetry* as, well/ 
as ip mankind : . tha^ai.th^pc^jjliarfc^dw 
lenv^- of the feminine 1 kind 1 is fmomhnfeft; 
and heftuty vfo^ ftrengtl^ iis/ the- chi*fyptoaii& 
of the ,rn*fcuUjlfi. i!;; \.-Au\. : ; r> - f 

' H&bad a perfect; Imaftery in* both-tha 
gaggs: 49 which. lie; wpr; huteicb of 
■j thpni 
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them keptajuft diftance from the other-, 
neither did' his Latin make his Englifli to*' 
old.' nor his EngHflr make his Latin too 1 
mdcterh. He ekeeHed 4 both in-'prbfe and^ 
verfit*; and bmlr together haVe^tbaiTper- 
fe&idn, whicfr h : commended by fome of - 
the ancients above all others^/ that they arc? 
very obvious to the conception, but moft 
difficult in tfie imitation. • '■* ■• - 

His fancy flowed with great fpeed; *and ; 
therefore it was very fortunate to him,- 
tKat his judgement was equal to manage it/ 
Hfc never rurii his reader iior his argu- 
ment out of breath. He perfectly pra&ifes 
the hardeft fecret of good writing, to know : 
when he has done enough, H^ always , 
leaves Off in ftidi &. manner, that It appears ] 
it was in' his power to have faid much^ 
more. In the particular exprefiions then? 
is ftill much to be applauded, but more hT 
the difpofition and order of ihje whofe^ 
From thence therfc fprings a new comeifc- 
npfs. beficfes the' feature of each part. His* 
C 4 invention 
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invention is powerful, and large: as can. 
he defjred,^ ; But it feems all. to aipfe. out^ 
of the nature #£. theiubjeft, .^nd ,to bo 
juft fitted for the thing of which he /peaks* 
If ever he goqs far for it, he dUTembles bis 
paiqs %<fo}rilb\y .well* ■ . 

The variety of arguments. that he haa 
managed is fo large, that there is fcarcc 
any particular of. all the paffions of men, 
or ,work$ of Nature and Providence, which . 
he ha%, p^flfe^i^y yndefcribed*: ,Yet hp 
ftill obff r? e$ .the,* rules pf: decency with fcr 
much car©, that whether. he inflames his. 
reader v.ith.thje .fofter affe&ions, or delights 
him with;\noffenfive. raillery,., ,9r teaches, 
the familiar ..pmnners of \lh % or adorns the 
difcoye,ri<f3 of phjlofophy* pr infpires hin\ 
^ith th^ heroic.. cbara&er,$ bf 'charity and 
'?IigipfU ,tQ;all thefe matters^ that are fo 
wide-afunder, he ftill proportions a duq 
figure of fpeech, and a proper meafure of 
wit. This indeed is moft remarkable, that 
t man who ww fp conftant and fixed in 

the 
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the moral ideas of his mind, fhould yet be ' 
fo changeable in his intellectual, and in 
both to the higheft degree of excellence. 

If there needed any excufe to be made, 
that his love-verfes fhould take up fo great 
a fhare in his works •, it may be ailedged, 
that they were compofed when he was very 
young. But it is a vain thing to make 
any kind of apology For that fort of writ- 
ings. If devout or. virtuous men will fu- 
percilioufly forbid the minds of the young* 
to adorn thofe fubjefts £bout which they ; 
are moft converfant: they would put 
them out of all capacity of performing 
graver matters, when they come to 4 them/ 
For the exercifes of all mens wits muft be 
always proper for their age, and never too 
much above it; and by pradtice and ufe 
in lighter arguments, they grow, up at laft 
to excel in the moft weighty. I am not. 
therefore alhamed to commend Mr. Cow- 
ley's Miftrefs. I only except one or two 
expreffions, which I wi(h I could have pre* 

vailed 
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r* 



•vitt^^kh jthofe that had the right of the 
other edition, to have left out. But of 

' ' A 1 ' %~J • 

all fjjie rr reft I dare boldly pronounce, that 
never yet lb much" was written on a fubjedt J 
fo,deli£apfy that, can lefs offend the fevereft 
rule? of morality. The whole p^ffion of 
love is inimitably defcribed,' with, all its 
roj^h|ty tram of hopes,' and joys, and dif-" 
quiets* . B^Adps this, amorous te/iderhefs, 
IkpQwnpt .how, in eyerjr. copy, there is 
fopxejhing of more ufefbl knowledge very 
naturally and gracefully infinuated; and 
eyery vfh^e there may be fomething found, 
to tofqrip the minds of wife men, as well 
a& tp r move the hearts of young men or 
wpiqen., . 

The occflfion of his , falling on the Pin- 
daric, way o£ writings was his accidental 
meeting with Pindar's works, in a place 
wnerejbfe had no other books to direft 
him [*].' Havingthen conficlered at leifure 

[43 i—.dircftbim'] So it Hands in all the editions 
I have feen- \ But the Proper word feems to be -*• 

r-?I;.?v the 
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thciHeigiiti oftfas? inVenxioa^ ami tie majcfty 
ofihis -ftyfc^ hej^ried immediately to imi- 
tat^4t in^Englife^ And he-perforpied it 
^jcbdutxhe : dinger, cthat Horace . prefaged 
laraaa who. Iho^jld dare fo attempt it* 

lF,ai>y aw^^pleaiedatthe holfbefs of; 
his^mptaplpojrsy' aad length ofJiis .digrcf- 
fidny- they, coatondr not* againft Mr. Cow- 
IBY+ but, PmirtAR, himfelf r who was fa 
much .reycceaced by all antiquiti^ that they 
placeof his birth: .waa preferred as facred r 
wheti his., native city was twice deflsoyed r 
by the fury of.twx> conquer***. If the ir-, 
regularity of the number difguft them, 
jiosy.rpay obferve c that this. very. thing 
makes that kind~of poefy fit % all man-: 
oenitfrfobjedis : fac.thc pleafont* the grave, 
fife amqrous* the heroic, the phdloibphical* 
the morale t^e divine* Bcfides jthis, they, 
m\t&R$> that. the frequent aht^atioa of 
the rhythm apdi feet affedks the mind with 
a mQre various delight* while it is foot* 
apt ta be- tittj^ by- the, fettled pace* of any. 

one 
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arte- conftait meafure. But that for which 
I chink thikmesquaKty of number is chiefly 
to be preferred,, is its near affinity with 
profe: fronr which all: other •kinds of JEng* 
lifti verfe .are fo far. di ft ant, that it is very 
feldom found that the fame man excels in 
both ways J Rut now thjs loofe and un- 
confined meafure has all the grace and 
harmony of the mod confined; And withr 
al, it iw fe-large? and free, that the pra&ioe 
of it will only exalt, notcbhrupt, our profe : 
which is xdptafinly the moft ufcful kind of 
writing- of all others : for it is .the. Hyle of 
all bufintfs and converfation. » ' • 

Besides this imitating of Pindar, which 
may perhaps! be thought rather a new fort 
of wrkiajgy than a reftorin^g : of an aticient i 
be tias alfc*. been wonderfully, happy, in 
tranflatirig many difficult • parts of thq 
nobleft ..poets of antiquity. To perform 
this according to the. dignity of the at- 
tempt, he had, as it was rieceffary he 
Aould have, not only the elegance of both 

the 
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the language^ but the true fpirlt of both 
the poetries; '■ 'This way of leaving verbal 
tranflations, awd Chiefly regarding thefenfe 
and genius Qf >th& author, was fcarce heard 
ofin : England* '-'before this prefent age, 
•I will not pttfome to fay, that Mr. Cow- 
ley was the Jtbfolute inventor of it. Nay, 
I know that others had the good luck to 
recommend ; it firft in print, Yfet I appeal 
to you, Sir, whether he did not conceive 
it, and difcourfe.of it, and pra&ife it, as 
foon as any man. 

His Davidrfs:was wholly written in fa 
young an age*, that, if we iliall refledt on 
the vaftne&of the argument, and his man- 
ner of handling it, he may feem- like 'one 
ef the mirafcfes : that he there adorns, -like 
a boy attempting > Goliah.. 1 have often 
heard you : declare,- that he had3intihcd the 
greateft part of k, while he was y*et a young 
ftudent at Cambridge: This perhaps may 
be the reafoh, that in fbme-few places, there 
' is more youtfrfblDek and redundancft of 
,1 fancy 
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farfcy thi&, his ripct judgement would have 
allowed. I know, Sir* you will give tme 
leave to ufe this liberty of cenfure; for I 
do not here pretend .«*,*. profeffed pane- 
gyric, but rather to give a juft opinion con- 
cerning him. But for the main of it, I 
will affirm that it; is a better inftance pnd 
beginning of a divine poem, than I ever 
yet ftwjn any language... The contrivance 
is perfe<9tly; ancient, which is certainly the 
true, for jtv of heroic > poetry, land fuch as 
was never yet outdone, ky any new devices 
of modern wits. The fubjeft was truly 
divine^* cye^ ^cording %p pod's own heart* 
The piatter of his invention, all the trea- 
fures of HoowledgQ mid; hiftories in.;the 
Bible., The modejof *Ceoriij>rehended 
all the learning, of the Eaft. The ; cha- 
racters* {oftx.-'aqd yarious; the n*iml#r$, 
firm and powerful : the digreflions, beauti- 
ful and proportionable : thecfefigfyto fub- 
mit mortal wit to hcay«n}y truths : ifi : all 
there is aa^admiralble mixture of' human 
virtues and !pafliQns, with seltgkms ; rap- 
tures. : The 
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The truth is, Sir, methinks, in other 
matters, his wit excelled raoft dtlher niens : 
but.ip his moral and divine works, it out- 
did ■ xtfelf. . And no ^doubt it ^roteeded 
from, this caufe ;' that in othe£ ligfiter kihds 
of poetry, lie Vhiffly reprefenfed the W 
mpurs and aftfe&ibns of others ; but in 
thefe he fet to iumJelf, and drew the ligure 
of his own .mind. . I know it has been 

;objefikedagainjfthim, by Tdme motofe fcea- 
lots 1 that he ijas done an injury to [' the 
Scripture* ty fprihkling aj^l . Iiis works 
with many ailufions 3hd fifntlitiries that 
he took out of the Bible, ''But to thefe 
men it were a fufficieiit rfcply^ to cbm- 

, pare their own praftice : with his,' in 'this 
particular. They/ make ul*e or ScHj/ture 
phrafes and. quotations, in all' ^herr com- 
mop difcourfe. They employ *the ' words 
of Holy Writ, to counteniarnrt :7 ;Ke eitra- 
yagance of their own bpinibrfs "aha af- 
fedtiqas. And 'Why then l riilghtf riot he 
take the liberty to fetch froW Bhertde tome 

ornament^ 
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ornament, for the innocent paffions, and 
natural truths, and moral virtues, which 
he defcribes ? 

This is confutation enough to that fort 
of men. As to the thing itfelf, it is (b far 
from being a debafing of divinity, to make 
fome parts of it the fubjedts of ouif fancy, 
that it is a fure way to eftablifh it familiarly 
on the hearts of the people, and to give it 
a durable impreflion on the minds of Wife 
men. Of this we have a powerful in-» 
fiance amongft the antiertts. For their 
wit has lafted much longer than the prac- 
tice of any of their religions. And the 
very memory of moft of their divine Wor^ 
(hip had perifhed, if it had not been * ex- 
preffed and preferved by their poets. But 
Mr. Cowley himfelf did of all men liv- 
ing abhor the abufe of Scripture by lrcen* 
tious raillery \ whidh ought ndt only to 
be efteemed the meaneft kind of wit, but 
the worft fort of ill-mariners. This per- 
haps fome men would be loth to hear 

' ; proved, 
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jfroVed, who pfa&ife it under the falie 
title of a genteel quality : but the truth of 
it' is Unqueftionabte. Far the cfrdinaiy ill* 
breedftfg is only an indecence and offence 
ftgatnft fom£ particular cuftom, orgefture, 
or behaviour iftufe* But this prophane- 
ttc& is a violation of the very fupport of 
human fotiety, and a rudenefs againft the 
beft maimers that all mankind cat* prac- 
tife, which is, ajuft reverence of the Su- 
preme Power of aH the world* 

In bi* Latin poems, he has exptefled to 
admiration, all' 4 the numbers of verfe, and 
figures of poefy, that are fcattered up and 
down amongft ' the antients* There ia 
hardly to be found in them all any good 
falhion of fpeechj W Colour of" meagre* 
but he has comprehended it* and given 
inftances of it ? according as his feveral ar- 
guments required either a majeflic fpirit, 
or 4 paffionate* or a pleafant* This is the 
more extraordinary, in that it was never* 
yet performed by any ftngle poet of the 
: #dl. L D ancient 
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ancient Romans themfelves. Thejrhad the 
• language natural to them, and fo might 
eafily have moulded it into what form or 
humour they pleafed : yet it was their con- 
ftant cuftom, to confine all their thoughts 
' and praftice to one or two ways of writing, 
as defpairing ever to cqmpafs all together* 
This is evident, in thofe that excelled in 
odes and fongs, in the comical, tragical, 
epical, elegiacal, or fatyrical way. And 
this perhaps occafioned the firft diftindtion 
and number of the Mufes. For they 
thought the taflc too hard for any one of 
them, though they fancied them to be 
goddefles. And therefore they divided it 
among them all ; and only recommended 
to each of them, the care of a diltinft cha- 
racter of poetry and mufic. 

The occafion of his chufing the fub- 
jeft of his fix books of plants, was this : 
when he returned injto England, he was 
advifed to diflemble the main intention of 
his coming over, under the difguife of ap- 
^ ' : Maying 
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plying himfelf to fomc fettled profcffion. 
And that of phyfic was, thought mod pro- 
per. To this purpoie, after many. anato- 
. mical diffe&ions, he proceeded to the ?on- 
iidetation of Simples ; and having furn idl- 
ed himfalf with books of that nature, he 
retired into a fruitful part of Kent, where 
every field and wood might (hew him the 

. real figures of thofe plants of which he 
read. Thus he fpeedily mattered that part 
of the; art of medicine. But then, as one 

.of the .. ancients did before him in the ftudy 

. of the law,, inftead of employing his (kill 
for praftiee and profit, he prefently digeft- 

. ed it ipto that, form which we behold* 

The two firft books treat of Herbs, in 
a ftyle refembling the elegies of Ovid and 
Tibullus, in the fweetnefs and freedom 
of the vcrfe; but excelling them in the 
ftrength of the fancy, and vigour of the 
fenfe. The. third and fourth difcourfe of 
. Flowers in all the variety of C^tvu-vs 
and Horace's numbers: for the laft fcf 
- • D 2 which 
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which authors he had a peculiar reverencb r 
ifnd imitaVd'frlm', not only hi the ftateljr 
^nd Numerous pace of his odes and epodes*. 
bur ia the familiar eafinefs of his epiftlea 
and: fpeechfes. The two l'aft ipesik of Trees,. 
in the Vvajr of ViRcn/s Gedrgfc$. Of 
thefe the firffh book fc wholly dedicated 

1 to the honour of his country. For, makirtg. 
the Britifh Oak to prefifle m the afletnbly 
of the foreft tites, upon that occafion he 
enlarges on the hiftory of oiir fete tr&ublefc* 
the King's affliction and return, and the 
beginning of thfe 'Dutch wir r afcti ttiaria- 

" ges all in a ft'yle, thkt (to fay all ih a 
wofd) is eqdil to the gteftriefe* knfl valour 
of the Englifh nation- . 

I told youf Sir, that he was very hap- 
py in the Way of Horace's fpeeches. 
But of this there are but two itiftknces pre- 
served: that pan of an epiftle to Mr. 
Crewel, with which he concludes hi* 
preface to his book of plants : and that 
copy which is written to yctarfelf.' Icon* 
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feff, I hq$F$y wi{h heh^d left more ex- 
^jppdes jpe^ipd -faira of t^is Jtind : fcecaufe 
I #ffW .£ to be one of the |)eft and 010ft 
^cy^/pf -all. 'thojb tt^t antiquity b#? 
iftugljt y$r - It is certainly thp very oi;igi r 

fw» ^OTSJ^ *h? other i-f tjrj fatyrs, as the 
pje^r^t^qprocffs of a gfptle^i^n, from thf 
ftvefijy^ a £bool-mafter* . i ^ r now,foiw 
Wei). dij&tm>r^Yp i^ .becspoffj ^ vcrfc feemj 
96 ^e 4<w& and nc^-.to^die pluir>ncis of 
WrpmoR Aifcourfe. #ut Jjhat which, w^s 
f&Bttsd by the cpjwt <^ Auguftus, never 
OUgttftoilK ^ftepqjed ftjt, ?or_ vulgar. And 
*he faiflfl jwjd^e9iifn} : ,fh^ld be made of 
jnefis .ftylp§, as «f fjbekwb^haviour : ajid carr- 
iAagp: . herein that is. mod county, and 
&&rdefl;.tQ be ifliifat?^,, which confifts of a 
flajtyrfli ^ftnefs and u^jFf^ed grace, where 
A¥#bif>g feerns.jtp J3$"4#cfe& ^t^wcry thing 
is px«r^r4ii)»ry. 

T 4 hj$ f$jn$jar w «y tjf verfe purs me in 

4»iqd itf ftfle J^ind of pgpjfc wherein Mr. 

D 3 Cowlev 
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CcfwLEV was excellent; and that is, his let- 
ters' to his private friends, In-thefe he 
always expreffed the native tfcridcrnefs and 
innocent gaiety of his mind. Ithink, J Sir, 
you and I have the greateft collection of 
this fort. But I (enow you agree with me* 
that nothing of this nature fliould be pub- 
iifhed : and herein you have always con- 
feh ted to approve of the modeft judgement 
of our cduntrymen, above the practice of 
fbme of our neighbours, and chiefly of the 
Frfench. I make no manner of queftion, 
but the EnglHh at this time are infinitely 
improved in this way, above the (kill of 
former ages ; nay, of all countries round 
about us, that -prejeedd to greater eloquence*, 
Yet they have been -always judicioufly fpar- 
ing, in priming fuch compfcfures, while 
ibme other witty nations have tired all their 
^refles and readers with them,' The truth 
is, the letters that pafs between particular 
friends, if they are written as they ought 
to be, can fcarce ever be fit to fee the light. 
TJtey fhould : BOt- confift of fulfom com- 
'. - pliments, , 
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pliments, or tedious politics, or elaborate 
elegancies, or general fancies. But they 
fliould have a native clearnefs and (hort- 
nefs, a domeftical plainnefs, and a peculiar 
kind of familiarity ; which can only aflfeft 
the humour of thofe to whom they were 
intended* The very fame paffages, which 
make writings of this nature delightful 
ambngfi friends, will lofe all manner of 
tafte when they come to be read by thofe 
that are indifferent. In fuch letters' the 
fouls of men fhould appear undreffed ; 
and in that negligent "habit, they maybe 
fit to.be.feen by one or two in a chamber* 
but not to go abroad, into the ftreet. 1 

.yTheJUA pieces, that we have from his! 
h49d§,j^m difdoqrfes, by way of efifays, upoA 
foftie, pf; the graveft fubjedts that concern) 
the coptpntmeptof a virtuous mind. Thefe* 
l>e fatejukd as a real chara&er of his own> 
thoughts,; upon the point of his retirement;* 
And accordingly you may obferve, that in 
the profe pf them, there is little curiontY % 
D4 of 
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af 9rriafac»i& 0] 5 but tbcf are writttm in » 

Ipv/qrqrtd humbler, ity te than the rpft> and f 
gs ail unfeigned image of.bjs foal ihoujd be 
drj|wn # without flattery, I do ndt fpcafc 
this to their difod vantage. For ;the tnia 
perfeftioft of wit is, to be pliable to all oo* 
cafior>s, to walk orfly, acjcordmg to the nan 
ture of every fobjeia. And there ia,. up 
doubt, as much aft, to have only ptoii* 
GPflgspribns on fome arguments, as there t9 
in.otlrcrs tp have extraordinary flights. 



.To thefe, that lie has. here left fcarot 
finiflh.ed, it was his rfefign to have added 
many othcitf; 'Artd^littje before his tifeati*, 
he communicated to me his refolutions, to 
hive dedicated ttieftft ; 4U to ffiy-tJbfd St, 
Albans,., as a teftimony of hi* entire re- 
fpeftsto him j aq<l a kind of aj^olbgy fflr 
havihg left human affair^ 1ft the ; Htfebg*h 
/nTh>$ age, while teelmiglft ftill •httffe teen 
femqeabk %q his cooatry. B«t, though te 

If) — fori* wrinfity cf ornament] u e. no quaintnefi 
of c6nc£it, and no affectation of language. 

was 
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{HWfented in this jfttfpofe by his deaifc, 
y« it becomes the office of a friend t» 
make goocHite intentions. I theWfere here 
prefumc «0 make a gfefent of them to to* 
Lordlhip. I doubt not but, according to his 
pfaai hUrtiarttfty, ~fce will accent this imper- 
£j& "iegacjy'iJf tftfe man whom he long 
Ifetfearfed fttth his doriieftic fetorerfatioh.' 
And I ate *ttnfideiit his LofdfMp will b*- 
Jfevt it ^ be no injury to his fame, that 2s 
tfasfe f&pttb tfty Lord S*. Albans antj 
Mrk 'Gttttfthr'a n*me< Jhafll be read together 
fty:fklft«flty; ; ' "•' .- : J - •• ■ - 
,. -.k^ :i * : . <:.-.. ■.:.; 

I ttltifef » Si%-, have made a longer dif- 
coorfbitifc his writings, but that I think It 
fit co diitf&tofty fpeecH concerning hid}' 
hj tbe Aiftf ;jnjte by which he was wont to 
judge iof ojhew. In his efteem of other 
men;*** tOriftantly preferred the good tem- 
per of their minds, and honefty of their 
^dianiy aboto all the excellencies of their 
etoqucAce^ricfiotfiedge, The famecourfe 
% Will t*toe ir his praife, which chiefly 

pught 



ought, tft.'be; fi*<?d : <>n hi$ 4 l|fe,r For that, 
be defenses more. >applaufe from the moft- 
virtuous men, than for his other abilities, 
he evf r obtained -from the lfiafped 

.-■He had : indeed a ; perfoft. natural good?: 
nefs; which^ neither . d}e-unc*rjay|ties of hisr 
condition, no? the largenefs of his wit, coul4 
pervert. He had afirmnefs and ftrength of 
^nind^th^i was of proof againd the art ofi 
v poetry itfcjyff. Nothing vain or. farftafticaJt 
qothing flayeriQg k or iinfolenw .appeared hi 
his humour. He had a great ipjtrgrity andtl 
plainnefs of manners ; which he preferved 
tD -^heiaft, though; m^cb' of ^h;s time was 
fpefit jn 4 mttipti 9J atid way of life; that is not 
very famws .for fnvserity, Bgt the truth of 
his heart w^s (ibbye the corruption of ill 
examples :• aR4$h?ffif(?re the fight^of them 
rather confirmed Jiim in (he; contrary virtues* 

jff ,. Therb^w^s nothing aflefted or lingular 
in his habit, 9r perfon^or geftute. He un- 
ftood the forms of good; breeding egoughi 

to 
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to pra&ife them without burdening him- 
felf ~or : others. He hever oppreflcd any 
man*s parts, nor ever, put any man out of 
countenance. He. never had any emula-, 
tion for fame, or contention for: profit 
with atiy :ittan.. When he was in bufinefs* 
he fuffetfeit)thers importunities with much 
eafincfs :v when, he was out of it, he was 
never importunate himfelf. His modsfty 
and humility were fo great, that, if he had 
not had: many other equal virtues, they 
might have been thought didimulation. 

'* •■.:-i c ■ . .*. .v r - -^ " . : — : 

Hi* converfation was certainly of\th^ 
mod excellent kind * for it was fuch as wa* 
rather admired by his familiar friends,, thai} 
by ftrangers at firft fight. He furprized 
no man at firft with any extraordinary ap- 
pearance : he never thruft himfelf violently 
into the good opinion of his companyv 
He was content to be known by leifure 
and by degrees : and fo the efteem, that 
was conceived of him, was better grounded 
and more lading. 

In 
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.'.i*r IhJs >ipcpch>nrithmhe pta*fitttnft& cfc? 
dluded gravt ty, nauif ajcthe ^ijby^f *h:kh 
cftrtfitonlfiwtlid^lrghta. No.man pattBcfciiftts 
bftgty froit his ;difimude : faj be ib iocdorci 
kylhitf^vofy'maiviivasf^Jsfiei^tha^te rhul 
fc&fftdte. Brigaweftied iw |>ifl8o«;^tth 
gr^t'-mQderaiio«.o Mis *irtue& *rew iaever 
ItoubMbcne^or uiiekfy to any* • Whatever he 
4iflik*d 3a others, njje bnly copti&cd it Joy 
It^filcirtreproofjpf a:faett?erpca£lite.. :. . 
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His wit was fo tempered, that no man had 
ivir ffofdrim wHh'it^aa^een fcfsf? fiepre- 
^ntfcfl other rften's'fc verity upclft it by ; his 
6titi r' : iie ; «yCT^HjngjIy recit*d*tiy dF-hi* 
trtittogs. N6ne^t'hisifrtlimatefrfciids«wr 
^ifboyered he wa!s fc'gt^port, %yhis dit 
itJWfc Histea^rtg * as ?*rge and pro* 
f&fyrid, wel! totiip6fid :, af ail antfeiit and 
ifrittdetn 'knowledge. : But it fat exceeding 
ildfe * and handfomely : upon him*, k Was 
iot'emboflfed x>n his- mind, but enamel- 
led. 

He 
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Hf wwr guided hi&t^fcy'tfae'Whrifpers 
fcr Opinions of the wdrld: yet 'he had a 
•grcttwttenwfbra^ iHe 

teatfcetted t» farm, when it Wife* j^ftoen- 
fbfert tout n®t toiieri a* exto*v^ntt»bier. 
He was a pdEbtHtte tover of litom^r and 
Itccjdofti fVowt reftramt both in a&ion& and 
Woftfe'? ttot wtWt honeftjr odta* tecmfc 
frmriftfetfi^ftion df laws, he had'bf n«dve 
fedination-, and lie y^s flotferhdtaing to 
**«• men's wills, bucto ha own, for his 
innocence. 

He ; ^performed aft-Ais ftattuaf aad. civil 
tlutitrs vrith adBirable. tbndernt&. their- 
iirg beeorbom'after tjisffa&crt dcatfh, arid 
fercd xtp tmdcr the dilcipifde'/of hisrhothw, 
lie igrat eftrlly 'ackaowfajgpdi iter carerof his 
education )ta her dtativ jwtodi mti -in die 
eightieth year of her age. 'For his thv€e 
fcrfcdiers he klways' tiinintaincd a conrftant 
ufft&ibn. And having fursriverf the two 
firft, he m*& the ihtfd 'W* tteir. In *is 
i long 
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long depcndance on my Lord St. Albans, 
there never happened ahy manner of dif- 
ference between them : except a little at 
laft, becaufe he would leave his fervice; 
which only fbewed the innocence pf the 
fervaftt* and the kindnefs of the mafter. 
His friendfhips were inviolable. The fame 
men . with whom he wan familiar in h«* 
• youth, were his neareft acquaintance at the 
: day of his death. If the private courfe of 
, his laft years made him contract his con- 
i vcrfation to a. few, yet he only withdrew, 
not broke off, from any of the others* 

His thoughts were never above nor 

below . his condition* He never wiftied 

: his eftate rftuch larger. Yet he enjoyed 

. what he had with all innocent freedom ; he 

; never made his prefent life uncomfortable, 

by undue expectations of future things. 

Whatever disappointments he met with, they 

: only made him underftand fortune better, 

« not repine at her the more : his Mufe in- 

. deed oncccomplained, but never his mind. 

He 



Ma, A.. G OWLET- ^47 

He was accomplilhed with all manner of 
abilities for the -greateft bufiriefs ; if he 
would but have thought ib ixtmfelf. 

If any thingought to have been changed 
in his temper- and difpofition ; it was his 
earned affc&ion for obfeurity and retire- 
ment. This, Sir, give me leave to condemn, 
ever* to you, who I know agreed with him in 
the fame humour. I acknowledge he chofe 
that' Hate of life, not out of any poetical 
rapture* but upon a fteady and fober ex- 
pqritfnce of human things. But, however, 
I cannot applaud it in him. It is certainly 

>.grfeat difparagement to virtue,, and learn- 
ing itfelf, that thofe very things which only 
make men ufeful in the world, fhould in- 
cline them to leave it. This ought never 
to bellowed to good men, unlefe the bad 

-had the fame moderation, and were .willing 
to follow them into the wilder&efs. But, 

: if the one lhatt contend to get out of em- 
ployment, while the other ftrive.to get into 
k, the affairs of mankind arc likeia.be irr fo 

; ill 
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ill a pofturc, that /erai the good men thttti* 
felyes will handly be able to enjoy their very 
retreats in fecurky . 

Yet, I awrfefs, if any deferved to have 
this privilege, it ought to hare teen granted 
to hinvas foon as any man living) upon 
confideration of the manner in which he 
fpent the liberty that he got. For he 
withdrew himfelf out of the crowd, with 
defutes of enlightening and. inftrufling- the 
minds of thofe that remained in it. It was 
his refoludon in that ftatron to fearch into 
the fecrets of. diuine and human know- 
ledge, and to communicate what he fhpukl 
obierve. He always prolfefied, that he 
went out of the world, as it was man's, into 
the fame world, as it was nature's, and a6 it 
was God's. The whole compafs of the crea- 
tion, and all the wonderful effeds of the di- 
vine vrafdom, were the conftant profpeft of 
his fanfes and his thoughts. And indeed he 
entered with great advantage on .the ftudies 
^.nature, jeven. as the -firfl: gpeatraea of an- 
tiquity 
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T^iiity di3, :? whd vtere generally both poets 
;ind jJlfilckbt)hert. He betook "himfelf t6 
kts Gbnrtmpftfioh, *s vtell farniftied witk 
•found- judg&tteht, and diligfent obfervatiori, 
^atffi good method to ctifcover i« myfte- 
4fc$, as witfi abilities ro fet it* forth in all 
%s , bi'hdniritt!5* o: . ^ ..' : 

- . - ■ » " V 

This labcmr about, natural fcience was 
*the p6rptiu&\ antf nmttftefh^ted tafk of 
%it ^c^'AW Vis life. " Befides this, 
'^hid )^rM^%im to took 1&^ into 
1^s forafef r $udfesf,. tod to pikblifh'a diC- 
'ttiiirfe <^efili-rg : 'ftyte. In this' lie Had 
"defignepji tef give" anaccbiitot of the proper 
•ftfresf ot'Witfog, ffiatrwia^'fi^for all mad- 
*?»? '"faf ^umcfttfcj 'to cdmpare the per- 
Ifeftiftrf anfdMmperftaioils of' the authors 
of Jatttttjtiity with thofe of t?his preferitag£ f 
'and to tledtide all (town : to the particular 
trfc cf the Engfifti genius and language. 
THfo fu^e£k T fie n^ai very fit fro petfornx: 
it bfeing rttdft 'proper f6r hrffl to be the 
jodgi* ivha j had been the beft pradifer. 

Vol, L E But 



5 p THEMF? Of 

But he fcarce lived to draw ,thc lirft Jine$ 
of it. All* the foptfteps, t,hat J can find 
recijayiing of it ? are only fbme indigefted 
characters of ancient and rpodern authors, 
_And nqw for the futurp, I ^Jmoft defpajr 
ever to fee it w^li accoippliflied, unlpfs you, 
Sir, would give me leave to name phemap 
that ihould undertake it. 

But his laft and principal <fefig#, yrf|s 
that which ought tf be the principal $p 
, every wife man^ the ^ftat^jnghis minjl 
in the faith he proifefled. $t was in hjs 
practice exaftly p)>edient to thp ufe £njl 
precepts; of f our phurph.. Nqj: was he iq- 
clined to jiny. uncertainty and doub't, ^s ab- 
horring, all contention in indifferent things, 
and rnuph mqre in facred. But he beheld 
the divifiQns ;pf phriftendpm : he,f?w hoy 
pany cojitroyerfics had been iptrpdjiced by 
jEeaJL Of Jgnorpce^ ana continued by faftioq. 
tic had therefore, an earncft intention pf 
taking a review of the original principles 

pf the primitive Church: b^lieying thaf 

v * * '" .j *• ■ * * *■* * i ■ * * * ■ * f< * • * *•' 
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*very true Chriftian "had ho ^better means 
4K> fettle his fpirit, than that which was 
jHtJpofed to-" ^Eneas and his followers, to 
be the end of their wanderings, 

" — antiquam exquirite matrem [»]." 

This examination he purpofed ftiould 
reach to our Saviour's and the Apoftles 
fives, and their immediate fucceffors for 
four or five centuries, till intereft and po- 
licy * prevailed over dfcvotion. He hoped 
to have abfolutely compafletj it in three or 
'fburyears * and when that was done, there 
to have fixed for ever, without any (halting 
or alteration in his judgement. Indeed it 
was a great damage to our church, that 
he lived not to perform it. For very 
much ' of the primitive light might haye 
been expe&ed, from a mind that was en- 
dued with the primitive noeefcnels and inr 
nocence. And befides, fuch a work, com- 
ing from one that was no divine, mighp 
have been very ufeftd for this age; where- 
to Virg.iEn.iii. 96. 

E 2 in 



in it is one of the. principal cavils *pAn£ 
feljgiop, that it i% prjjy A itoftttcf of int£rej8y 
^d > only\f^port^:/w^]gup of a pai^ 
ticular profeflion* 

But alas? while he tfis framing &efe 
great things, in. hi? thoughts* they were ;un* 
forfupate]iy. cut off ? . together with, Jtns' life. 
JHis foUtucle* fr^m jthe : yery • beginning, h^i 
nevef agreed fo wpll \vith the xonftitutipf 
pf his body, as of His .mind. The.c^f 
caiife qj it was, that, out of hafte to b£ gopf 
"away frbin the tumult and npife of. .the 
city, he had not prepared^ fo hea|tJifiil o ^ 
fkuation in the country as. he, raigKtibayj 
done, if h£ had made a morje leifurable 
choice. Or this he fqjpn ,begap to find the 
inconvenience at Bara-Elm?, where h/p was 
"affli&ed with a dangerous and lingering 
jever. ^ '• After thajt, he ;fcafce ever re^oyerec} 
his former Jie*lth, tjhoqgh his nund .y^p 
jreftored. to ij:s. peffeft vigour ; as mpy be 
feen. by hjjs. tw9 laft books of plants* ths|t 
were vvrittjen fince that time, and may at 
Jeaft be compared with the beft of his 
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6th$r Woi'kj, / Shortly after his xerti&v*l to 
Cbertfea, he fell into another confurning 
&feafes Having languilhed uijder this for 
fonae months, he feemed to bfc ptetty well 
Cured of its ill fymptoms. But in the 
jheat of the iaft fummer, by ftaying too 
loqg amongft hislabourers in the meadows ; 
he was taken with a violent deflation, and 
iloppage in his bread and tltroat. This 
he at fitft nleglefted* as an ordinary cold!; 
and refuffed to .fend for his ufual phyft- 
cians* till it was paft all remedies ; and fo 
in the end, after a fortnight's fickndfe, it 
-proved mortal to himi 

Who can here, Sir, forbear exclaiming on 
the weak hopes and frail condition of hu- 
man nature ? For as long as Mr. Cowley 
Was purfuing the courfe of ambition, in an 
a&ive life, which he fcarce efteemed his true 
life j he never wanted a conftant health, an4 
ftrength of body. But as foon as ever he 
had found an opportunity of beginning in- 
deed to live, and to enjoy himfeljf in fecu- 
E 3 rity, 
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rity, his contentment was firft. broken by 
ficknefs, and at laft his death was oceafioned 
by his very delight in the country and the 
fields, which he had long fancied above all 
other pleafureg. But let tte not grieve at 
this fatal accident upon his account, left we 
fliould feem to repine at the happy change of 
his condition, and not to know that the lofs 
of a few years, which he might longer have 
lived, will be recompenfed by an immor- 
tal memory. If we complain, let it only 
be for our own fakes : that in him we are 
at once deprived of the greateft natural and 
improved abilities, of the ufefulleft con- 
versation, of the faithfulleft friendftiip, of a 
mind that pra&ifed the beft virtues itfelf, 
and a wit that was beft able to recommend 
them to others-. 

His body was attended to Wcftminfter 
Abbey by a great number of perfons of 
the molt eminent quality, and followed 
with the praifes of all good and learned 
men. It lies near the 'allies . of Chaucer 

and 
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aHd SpfcttsBR, the two moft fam&us Eng- 
lifh poetS 6f former tim<&. Bat whoever 
Would do him tight, fliotild fibt only equal 
hirri to the principal ancient writfcrs of our 
owh nation, but fhould ilfo rank his name 
amongft the axithort of the true antiquity, 
the beft of the Greeks and Romans; — In 
that placfc there is a motiument defigned 
For hitri, by n>y Lord Dtike 6f BufcKmo- 
HAti, in tfeftibbhy of his affe&ioh. Arid 
the King hirhfelf was pleafed to beftow Oh 
him thif beft epitaph, when, tfpoh the he#9 
bf his dfcith, his Majefty declared [e]> That 
'Mr. CoJrLilr bad tot Uft a bltt& man bt- 
tnhd hifA Vik >' Etiglartd. 

Tiiis; Sir, is the afccount thai 1 thbught 
fit to prefent the world concerning him. 
Pbfhkps it miy be judged, that I have 
fpent too many words on a private mart, 
ind a fcHcta**: wKofe life wai ntttteitnarka- 

Jf] — its Majeft} declared, &c] Which only (hewfe 
that the curie of PerSius had fallen upon that 
prince^ "Virtutfem tkJetafy inubetfj^ajquc i«li&L" 
Sat4iii^J5» ' * 

£ 4 bfe 



ble for iuch a variety of evppts, as -gut 

wont to, be the ornaments. _«of. this kip4 of 

gelations, I know it is the jcujjtom of the 

world, to- prefer the pompous ^iftories o^ 

great men^-lpefQre the greateft virtues of 

others, whpje Jftyes have beeji led in a cop^fe 

lefs llluftrious. This indeed is the gtrxa- 

sal humour. But I believe, ?t to be.arj ejr r 

rpr. in me^s jucjgecpents, Fof certaipjp 

that is 3 niore j)rQfital^le ( ir\tJ:iru<aior^ whjcfr 

may be ta£ep ..fronj .tpy^fla^fft.goqdpjA 

jpf mei\ of lower rank, .than that wh.icn 

,we -learn freftp the folen4i3'reprpfc|itatiQ^s 

pf the B9tt|w^and^v|ftor^,'Mrf b*fi Whigs, 

and layings, of great, cpmnw^srs and 

princes. Such fpecious matters, as they 

.are feWcHi^ Slivered with fidelity, lb jthey 

ftrve but. for the imitation of a very few, 

3nd r&tljer T make for the ofteoption.tliw 

the jr^e ijifororatipn of hum?n lifq, Wh?r^- 

'3s it is froni the pquftice of m equal to 

ourfelves, that we are more naturally taught 

;fcow to cpmmand oiir paffibns, tddfrp&bjjr 

• ^owl^^553i;tP gQYprh qur jffioial 1 • ^ 
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For this reafon, I have fome hope, that 
a chara&er of Mr. Cowley may be of 
good advantage to our nation. For what 
he wanted in titles of honour and the gifts 
of fortune, was plentifully fupplied by 
many other excellencies, which make per- 
haps lefs noife, but are more beneficial for 
example. This, Sir, was the principal end 
of this long difcourfe. Befides this, I had 
another defign in it, that only concerns 
purfelves ; that, having this pifture of his 
life fet before us, we may ftill keep him 
alive in our memories, and by this means 
may have fome fmall reparation for our 
inexpreffible lols by his death. Sir, I am, 

Your moft humble, 

and moft affectionate fervant, 

T. SPRAT. 
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DRDLC ATORIA, 

ILLUSTRISSIMAM ACADEMIAM- 
CANTABRIGIENSEM, : 

HOC tibi de nato, ditiffima mater, egeno 
Exiguum immenfi pignus amoris habe« _; 
Heu, meliora tibi depromere dona volentcs 

Aftringit gratas parcior area manus. * 

Tunc tui poteris yocem hie agnofcere nati , 

Tam male formatam, diflimilemque tuae ? 
Tune hie materni veftigia facra decoris, 

Tu (peculum poteris hie reperife tuum* m . 
Poft longum, dices, Coulei, fie mihi tempus i 

Sic mihi fperanti, perfide, multa redis ? . * 

Quae, dices, Sagse Lemurefque Deaeque, nocent^s, 

Hunc mihi in infantis fuppofuere locp ? . j 5 
At tu, ,fan£ta parens, crudelis.tu quoque, nati 

£Ie trades dextra vulnera cruda.rudi« 

Hci 



6o £ L E G I A 

Hei mihi, quid fato genetrix accedis iniquo? 

Sit : fors,ied Doniis, ip&^ijoqgffii jTufru : , : . > 
Si mihi natali Klufarum adolefeere in am). 

Si bene dilefto luxuriare foto, 
Siilaihi de dofta licuiflet plenlus undi '- ■ 

Haurire, ingentem fi fatiare litini, 
Non ego <^ge$efi)dii$>ka)wli$ pre* r<$rejap 9 

Nee legeres nomen fufa rubore meunu 
Scis bene, fcis quae me ftrnpeftas publica mundl 

Raptatrix veftro fuftulit e gremio, 
Nee pede adhuc 'finpo, pqc ifip-jnuxjente, psgf&i T 

Pofcentem querulo murmure laftis opem. 
Sic quondam, aerium ve^to bell^ite^ per aeque^, 

Cum gravidum autumhurh faeva flagcllat hyemS|, 
Immatura fua velluntur ab arbore poiua, . 

Et vi vifta cadunt ;' arbpr& ipfa gcrri it* . *• • ■: 
Nondum fucctis ineft tefrfc' geh'ei^flis avit^ 

Nondum fol rofeo Veddftjir ore pater* 
O mihi jucundum Grantee fuper omnia nottien ! 

O penitus totb corde receptus amor ! 
O pulchrae'fine luxu aedes, vitaeque beate, 

Splendida paupertas, ingehuufque docbr 1 
O ch^ra" ante aH&s, maghorum nomine regurij 

Digiia dofmtis ! Trini nomine digna Dei ! 
O nknium Ceref i$ curfiulati munere campi, 
* Fofthajbitis!i£ruiae quo$ cofit ilia juris! 
Q fecri Ibnte's ! & facre vatibus urribrg^ 
'- Qtfas4c!cYefchV*wum Tiwdfinwjuf chpri i 
, . .-----i- ••— - ■ •!••■ * oCaiiras! 
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OCamus^ Sh^bri^ • T 

Amnibus atfriferh ii?vWi©fi» SiCc^sr 

Ah mil|i fi; vefttoi-erfdat bo«af ^teffia ftdi^ - • s Z' 
Detque Efem* dfcftippdfle qukte &f#t : """ * 

Qualte^rMi^eum^ mttqtiilte tiiM!tr ; ftaf«t^ T 
VidiftiiinyipS,Cditle fertnc^ tua'; - .-">•*'■ 

MrioRntem-Wifti puetSi ftamifiti cftattF?' "■ w 'O 
Ille qukteftf hiito^ta,'**! tibl ^tfta* triify 

Dignatum d* toftuft V<rtba 5 tefen£ ri8ftfok. '* : 
Tunt liquidis tafcitifqtie firriul lAeist'^^k ii^bhsy" '* 

Et fimilis Veto* <^dida : fluxir*j^.- : . ;■ : -~ " : _ " 
At none etenofafc lftte^ atque obicfc 'iflfilfo * • T 

Run&jfour atatiS txitt*dti^ ordcl Afcfci 
Qgid iAtfci Sdt^Aftl bjHii/Taini^isVe aWTtfybrfa^ 
tmdaj r ; *•• '^ * * v c "-■ '_ ! 

pelix, qj4 hunqo^plm tlrio vidcrit anwfcl • 

Quiqtfe eademSaticifif IStor* mdte'xtblit! - 

Felix, eftip3ifteiftaWs ; fbr^^ 

Et ceff paupci4es not& hftcre ^ eft T " * 

Tempers cwi Wflfo lifrifera experfentia rtaftat, 

yt res humanas fentiat efle nihil ! 
fit nos exemplis fortuna inftruxit ophnis, 

Et documentorum falqtae fuperque dedit. 
pim capite avulfum dikderha, infraftaque fceptra, 

jpontufifque hominum forte minante minas, 

Parcarum 
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Pai-airum ludoSj& non m^bifefytum* .,.;,-.. ; o 

Et vcrfas fundo vidimus orbis opes*. . ' r /. 
Quis pqtserit fragilem poll talia credere puppim . 

Infami fcopulis naufragiiique mari ? 
Ttwjuoquc in hoc terras tremuifti, Acadewiia, mottt, 

(Nee fruftra) atquc aedes contremuere tuae : > 
Contremuere ipfap pacatae Pailadis aggs ; Mrt^L 

Et tjmuit ftdlmcn laurea ian&a novum. l 

At quapqyanuratuin, peftem banc avertece numen; 

Nee {altera belli* ifU licerc, velit i 
Nos, tua progenies, pereamus,; & ecce, perimus l-j 

In nos jus habeat : jus habet omne malum. 
Tu ftabilis brevium genus immortale jiepotura 

Fundes ; nee tibi mors ipfa fuperitcs erit : 
Semper plena inanen? uteri de fqnte perenni ' r j 

Formofas mines ad mare mortis aquas. . 
Sic Venv* hvmapi quondam, Dea faucia de^ctra/ 

(Namqu.e {blcpt ipfif bella- nqcere Deis) "{ 

Jmploravit t opem fuperum, qucfttfefque 1 cic vit, - > 

Tinxit qdorandus Candida, membra ( cruor., t [ 
rQuid quereris ? coptemne breves fceura dolores g 

Nam tifcji ferre necem vulnera nitf ia valent. . r 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

^Qs ^prxioN in Folio, 1656, 

AT 4 my fetqrij lately iijto England [/], 
..Inigt by gjxat accident (for fuch I 
account It to be, that any copy of it £houl4 
be extant any where fo long, unlefs $t 
his houfe who printed it) 3 book eptitulcd, 
f^e Iron jfgfr and publilhed under my 
name, during the time of my abfence. I 
wonderpd very much how one who could 
be To foolilh to write fo ijl verfes, ftiould 
yet be foAyileto fet them forth as another 
man's rather , than his own ; though per- 
haps he might Have made a better choice, 
and not fathered the baftard upon fucb 

[/] In 1656. 

a perfon. 
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•/ear; ^mftr enough &ff • mawt(*naitc^6f ^r 
own numerous legitj*n$te off-fpring of that 
kind. It would have been much lefs in- 
jiSB»^if5t:-|j« Slea&^lht at«W>rlJQ^ut 
forth fome of my writings under his own 
jiame, rather than chs own under mine : 
he had been in that a more _paj:donable 
plagi^fcf^^ rob- 

j??iy. thjun Jje does. by. fuch a bounty i.for 




J:er, than thdjfe ' of "anotjiet l qian, thoug) 
'pever fo nch : but'thefe, tb &y tfte truth, 
JwereToJb^g^afij^tH^t fHiyfiHr was aftarried 
;"to wear.'ttferii. 11 It jva£" in vaiin for nip, that 
,J avoided cenjure by. the conceal mept pf 
" m^ own writings, if my repiuiitlqn could 
'be thus executed in epgie\ and unpdfiibfc 
it is 11 for any good name to b,e in late ty f 
'if the? malice of witc^ie| KaV^hi ppwer 
>> collide aM del!rfy * it ih'^i ^rmge of 
their own mating. -i f b^P indeed was fo 
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IU made, and fo unlike, tjhat I hope the 
tharm took rip effeft. So that I efteeffl 
myfelf left prejudiced by it, than by that 
Which has been done to me fince, almoft 
in ttic fame kind ; which is, the publican 
tiori of fome things of mine without my 
Confent or knowledge and thofe fo* mangled 
and impeFfeft, that I could neither with 
honour acknowledge, nor with honefty 
quite difevow them; 

Of which fdrt^ wis & comedy called Tti 
Guardian^ printed in the year 1650 \ but 
lxiade and adted before the Prince, in his 
paflage through Cambridge towards York* 
at th$ beginning of the late unhappy war ; 
Qr rather neither made nor adted, but 
rough-drawn only, and repeated; for the 
hafte was fo great, that it could neither 
bfe tevifed or perfected by the author* nor 
learaed without-book by the adtors* nor 
fet forth in any meafure tolerably by the 
Officers of the college. After the repre* 
fentation (which, I confefs, was fomewhat 

You I. F of 
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of the latcft) I began to look it over,' 
and changed it very much, ftriking out 
fome whole parts, as that of the poet and 
the foldier ; but I have loft the copy, and 
dare not think it deferves the pains 'to 
write it again, which makes me omit it 
in this publication, though there be fome 
things in it which I am not afhamed of, 
taking the excufe of my age and fmall 
experience in human converfation when 
I made it. But, as it is, it is only the hafty 
firft- fitting of a pidture, and therefore like 
to refemble me accordingly. 

From this which has happened to my- 
felf, I began to refleft on the fortune of 
almoft all writers, and efpecially poets, 
whofe works (commonly printed after their 
deaths) we find fluffed out, either with 
counterfeit pieces, like falfe money put in 
to fill up the bag, though it add nothing 
to the fum j or with fuch, which, though 
of their own coin, they would have called 
in themfelves, for the bafenefs of the allay : 

whether 
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whether this proceed from the indifcre- 
tion of their friends, who think a vaft heap 
of (tones or rubbifli a better monument 
than a little tomb of marble, or by the un- 
worthy avarice of fome ftationers, who are 
content to diminifh the value of the au- 
thor, fo they may increafe the price of 
the book; and, like vintners, with fophif- 
ticate mixtures, fpoil the whole veflel of 
wine, to make it yieid more profit. This 
has been the cafe with Shakespear, 
Fletcher, Jonson, and many others ; 
part of whofe poems I fhould take the 
boldnefs to prune and lop away, if the care 
of replanting them in print did belong to 
me [g] : neither would I make any fcruple 
to cut off from fome the unneceflary young 
fuckers, and from others the old withered 
branches j for a great wit is no more tied 
to live in a vaft volume, than in a gigan- 
tic .body, on the contrary, it is com- 
monly more vigorous, the lefs fpace it 

[g] The editor's apology for the liberty taken ux 
this edition, is here made by the author himfelf. 

F 2 animates. 
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animates. And, as Statius {ays of little 
Tyj>eus \b] % 

■ Totos infufa per artus 
Major in exiguo regfiabat corpore virtus. 

1 am not ignorant, that, by faying this of 
others, I expofe myfelf to fome raillery, 
for not ufing the fame fevere difcretion in 
my own cafe, where it concerns me nearer : 
But though I publifti here more than in 
ftrift wifdom I ought to have done, yet 1 
have fuppreft and caft away more than I 
publifh; and, for the eafe of myfelf and 
others, have loft, I believe too, more than 
both. And upon thefe confiderations I 
have been perfuaded to overcome all the 
juft repugnances of ftiy own modefty, and 
to produce thefe poems to the light and 
view of the world; not as a thing that I 
approved of in itfelf, but as a left evil, 
which I chofe rather than to flay till ii 
were done for me by fomebody elfe, ei- 
ther furreptitioufly before, or avowedly af- 

[£] Stat.Theb. 1.1.416. 

tcrv 
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ter, my death : and this will be the more 
excufable, when thp reader fhali know in 
what refpe&s he may look upon me as a 
dead, or at lead a dying perfon, and upon 
my Mufe in this a&ion, as appearing, like 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and af- 
fifting at her own funeral. 

For, to make myfelf abfolutely dead in 
a poetical capacity, my refolution at pre- 
fent is, never to exercife any more that fa- 
culty. It is, I confefs, but feldom feen 
that the poet dies before the man ; for, 
when we once fall in love with that be- 
witching art, we do not ufe to court it as 
a miftrefs, but marry it as a wife, and take 
it for better or worfe, as &n infeparable 
companion of our whole life. But, as the 
marriages of infants do but rarely profper, 
fo no man ought to wonder at the dimi- 
nution or decay of my affe&ion to poefy; 
to which I had contracted myfelf fo much 
under age, and fo much to my own pre- 
judice in regard of thofe more profitable 
F 3 matches, 
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matches, which I taight have made among 
the richer iciences. As for the portion 
which this brings of fame, it is an eftatc 
(if it be any, for men are not oftener de- 
ceived in their hopes of widows, than in 
their opinion of, 4 * Exegi monumentutn 
" are perennius — ") that hardly ever comes 
in whilft we are living to enjoy it; but is 
a fantaftical kind of reverfion to our own 
felves: neither ought any man to envy 
poets this pofthumous and imaginary hap- 
pinefs, fince they find commonly fo lit- 
tle in prefent, that it may be truly applied 
to them, which St. Paul fpeaks of the 
firft Chriftians, " If their reward be in 
" this life, they are of all men the mod 
" miferable." 

And, if in quiet and flourifhing times 
they meet with fo fmall encouragement, 
what are they to expedt in rough and 
troubled ones ? If wit be fnch a plant, that 
it fcarce receives heat enough to preferve 
it alive even in the fummer of our cold 

climate, 
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climate, how can it chobfe but wither in 
a long and a (harp winter ? A warlike, va- 
rious, and a tragical age is beft to write 
Qf, but worft to write in. And I may, 
though in a very unequal proportion, af- 
fume that to myfelf, which was fpoken by 
Tully to a much better perfon* upon oc- 
cafion of the civil wars and revolutions in 
his time, " Sed in te intuens, Brute, doleo : 
" cujus in adolefcentiam, per medias laudes, 
u quafi quadrigis vehentem, tranfverfa in- 
" currit mifera fortuna reipublicse [/]." 

Neither is the prefent 'conftitution of 
my mind more proper than that of the 
times for this exercife, or rather divertife- 
ment. There is nothing that requires fo 
much ferenity and chearfulnefs of fpirit; 
it muft not be either overwhelmed with 
the cares of life, or overcaft with the clouds 
of melancholy and forrow, or (haken and 
disturbed with the ftorms of injurious for- 
tune j it muft, like the halcyon, have fair 

[i] Cic. de Clar. Orator. § 331. 

F 4 weather 



ft THE AUTHOR'S 

weather to breed in. The foul muft be 
filled with bright and delightful ideas, 
when ic undertakes to communicate delight 
jco others ; which is the main end 6f jtoefy. 
One may fee through the ftyle of Oyid dc 
Trift. the humbled and drafted conditio^ 
of fpirit with which he wrote it^ there 
ffcarce remain* any foot'Jtep of that genius, 
— qtiem nee Jovis ira, nee igties j>], &c. 

The cold of the country had ftrgeken 
through all his faculties, and benumbe4 
the vpry feet of his verfes. He is him- 
felf, methinks, like one of the (lories of 
his owji Metamorphofis; ai)d, though there 
femain fome weak refembjances of 0vip 
^t Rpipe, it is but, as he fays of Niobe [/], 

In vultn^ color eft fine fanguine : lumina moeftis 
Stant immota genis : nihil eft iri imagine yivi.— 
Flet tamen. — — 

Tl*e tfuth is, for a man to write well, it 
j& necpffary to be in good humour; uei- 

[*] Metart. L xt. 871. 
[I] Metanu 1. vi. 304. 

'3 ther 
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ther is wit lefs edipfed with the unquiet* 
nefs of min<J* than beauty with the indif* 
pofition of body. S6 that it is alfooft fts 
hard a thing to be a poet in defpight df 
fortune, as it is in- def£ ight of n&ture. For 
my own part, neither my obligations ttf 
the Mufes, nor expectations from thein, afa 
fo great, as that I fhould fufier myfelf oh 
po confiderations to be divorced* or that I 
lhould fay like Horace [m] 9 

QUifqms erit vitae, fcribarfcj color* 

I Ihall rather ufe his words in another 
place [»], 

Vixi Camenis nuper idoneus, 
Et militavi non fine gloria : 

Nunc aniia, defun&dmque bello 
Barbiton hie paries habebit. 

And this refolution of mine does the more 
befit me, becaufe my defire has been for 
fome years paft (though the execution has 
J)een accidentally diverted) and does ftill 

[to] Hor. 2 Sat. i. 60. 

[a] 3 Carm. Ode xxvi. " Vixi puellis," &c. 

vehemently 



7 4 THE AUTHOR'S 

vehemently continue, to retire myfelf to 
fome of our American plantations, not to 
feek for gold, or inrich myfelf with the 
traffic of thofe parts (which is the end of 
mod men that travel thither; fo that of 
thefe Indies it is truer than it was of the 
former, 

Impiger extremos currit mercator ad Indos, 
Per mare pauperiem fugiens — [0]) 

but to forfake this world for ever, with all 
the vanities and vexations of it, and to 
bury myfelf there in fome obfcure retreat 
(but not without the confolation [of letters 
and philofophy) 
Oblitufque mcomm, oblivifcendus & illis — [^] 
as my former author fpeaks too, who has 
indeed me here, I know not how, into the 
pedantry of this heap of Latin fentences. 
And I think Dr. Donne's Sun-dyal in a 
grave is not more ufelefs and ridiculous, 
than poetry would be in that retirement. 

[0] Hor. 1 Ep. i. 45. 
[f] Hor. 1 Ep. xi. 9. 

As 
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As this therefore is in a true fenfe a kind 
of death to the Mufes, and a real literal 
quitting of this world : fo, methinks, I 
may make a juft claim to the undoubted 
privilege of deceafed poets, which is, to be 
read with more favour than the living ; 

Tanti eft ut placeam tibi, perire [y]. 

Having been forced, for my own ne- 
ceflary juftification, to trouble the reader 
with this long difcourfe of the reafons why 
I trouble him alfo with all the reft of the 
book; I fhall only add fomewhat con- 
cerning the feveral parts of it, and fome 
other pieces, which I have thought fit to 
rejeft in this publication : as, firft, all thofe 
which I wrote at fchool, from the age of 
ten years, till after fifteen; for even fo 
far backward there remain yet fome traces 
of me in the little footfteps of a child 5 
which, though they were then looked upon 
as commendable extravagances in a boy 
(men fetting a value upon any kind of 

[q\ Martial, lib. viii. ep. 69. 

fruit 
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fruit before the ufual feafon of it) yet I 
Would be loth to be bound now to read 
them all over myfelf * and therefore fhould 
do ill to expeft that patience from others, 
Befides, they have already paft through 
feveral editions, which is a longer life than 
ufes to be enjoyed by infants that are born 
before the ordinary terms. They had the 
good, fortune then to find the world fo 
indulgent (for, confidering the timd of their 
pfodu&ion^who could be fo hard-hearted 
to be fevere?) that I fcarce yet appre- 
hend fo much to be Cenfufed for them^ 
as for not having made advances after- 
wards proportionable to the fpeed of my 
fetting out ; and am obliged too in a man- 
ner by difcretion to conceal and fupprefs 
them, as promifes and inftruments under 
my own hand, whereby I flood engaged 
for taore than I have been able to per- 
form ; in which truly if I have failed, I 
have the real excufe of the honefteft fort 
of bankrupts, which is, to have been made 
unfolvable, not fo much by their own neg- 
ligence 
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ligence and ill-hufbandry, as by fome no- 
toripys accidents and public difafters. In 
the next pl^ce, I have caft away all fuch 
pieces as I wrote during the time of the 
late troubles, with any relation to the dif- 
ferences that caufed them ; as, among 
others, three books of the civil war itfelf^ 
reaching as far as the firft battle of New- 
bury, where the fucceeding misfortunes of 
the p^rty ftopt the work- 

As for the enfuing book, it conlifts df 
four parts. The firft is a Mifcellany of fe- 
veral fubjefts, and fome of them m^de 
tvhen I was very young, which it is per-? 
haps fuperfluous to tell the reader : I know 
hot by what chance I have kept copie§ of 
then) ; for they are but a very few in com* 
parifon of thofe which I have loft \ and I 
think they have no extraordinary virtue irt 
them, to defer ve more care in prefervation* 
than was bellowed upon their brethren; 
for which I am fo little concerned, that I 
am afhamed of the arrogancy of the word, 
when I faid, I had loft them. 

The 
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The fecond, is called, Tbe MtftrefS) or 
Love-Verfes * 9 for fo it is, that poets are 
fcarce thought freemen of their company, 
without paying fome duties, and obliging 
themfelves to be true to love. Sooner or 
later they muft all pafs through that trial, 
like fome Mahometan monks, that are 
bound by their order, once at leaft in their 
life, to make a pilgrimage to Mecca : 

In furias ignemque ruunt: amor omnibus 
idem [r]. 

But we muft not always make a judgement 
of their manners from their writings of 
this kind -, as the Romanifts uncharitably 
do of Beza, for a few lafcivious fonnets 
compofed by him in his youth. It is not in 
this fenfe that poefy is faid to be a kind of 
painting; it is not thcpidture of the poet, 
but of things and perfons imagined by him. 
He may be in his own practice and dif- 
pofition a philofopher, nay a Stoic, and yet 

[r] Virg. Georg. iii. 344. 

fpeak 
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fpeak fomctimes with the foftnefs of an 
amorous Sappho, 

— ferat & rubus afper amomum [*]. 

He profeffes too much the ufe of fables 
(though without the malice of deceiving) 
to have his tcftimony taken even againft 
himfelf. Neither would I here be mif- 
underftood, as if I affedted fo much gra- 
vity, as to be alhamed to be thought real- 
ly in love. On the contrary, I cannot 
have a good opinion of any man, who is 
not at leaft capable of being fo. But I 
fpeak it to excufe fome expreffions (if 
fuch there be) which may happen to of- 
fend the feverity of fupercilious readers : 
for much excefs is to be allowed in love, 
and even more in poetry; fo we avoid 
the two unpardonable vices in both, which 
are obfcenity and prophanenefs, of which 
I am fure, if my words be ever guilty, % 
they have ill reprefented my thoughts and^ 
intentions. And if, notwithftanding all 

[/] Virg. Eel. iii. $9. 
•■*\ this, 
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this, the lightnefs of the matter here dif- 
plcafe any body •, he may find wherewithal 
to content his more ferious inclinations in 
the weight and height of the enfuing ar- 
guments* 

For, as for the Pindaric Odes (which i* 
the third part), I am in great doubt whether 
they will be underftood by moft reader* ; 
nay, even by very many who are well 
enough acquainted with the common roacb 
and ordinary tracks of poefy. They either 
arcj or at leaft were meant to bfe, 6f that 
kind of ftyle which Dion. Halicari*a$- 

SEUS Calls, MtfoXofuW ^ jJv $ ieivorjl&j 

and which he attributes to Alc^us : the 
digteflions are many, and fudden, and 
fometimes long, according to the fafhion of 
till lyriques, and of Pindar above all men 
living. The figures are unufual and bold* 
even to temerity* and fuch a& I durft not 
have to do withal in any other kind of 
poetry : the numtfers are various and ir- 
regular, and fometimes (efpecially fome 

of 
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of the long ones) feem harfh and uncouth, 
If the juft meafures and cadences be not 
obferved in the pronunciation* So that 
ftlmoft all their fweetnefs and numerofity 
(which is to be found, if I miftake not, 
in the roughed, if rightly repeated) lies 
tin a manner wholly at the mercy of the 
reader. I have briefly defcribed the na- 
ture of thefe verfes, in the Ode entituled, 
The Refurreftiott : and though the liberty 
of them may incline a rpan to believe them 
eafy to be compofed, yet the undertaker 
-will find it othetwife — 

— Ut fibi quivis 
, Speret idem ; fudet imiltum, fruftraque laboret 
Aufus idem [/]* 

I come now to the laft part, which is 
Davideis, or an heroical poem of the trou- 
bles of David : which I defigned into 
twelve books •, not for the tribes fake, but 
* after the pattern of our matter Virgil * 
and intended to clofe all with that mod 

£/] Hor. A* P. 240. 
Vol. L G poetical 
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poetical and excellent elegy of David oh 
the death of Saul and Jonathan : for I 
had no mind to carry him quite on to his 
anointing at Hebron, becaufe it is the 
cuftom of heroic poets (as we fee by the 
examples of Homer and Virgil, whom 
we fhould do ill to foriake to infibflt 
others) never to come to, the full end o f 
the ir ftory ; but only fo near, that every 
one may fee it; as men commonly play 
not out the game, when it is evident that 
they can wiq it, but lay down their cards, 
and take up what they have won. This, 
I fay, was the whole defign, in which 
there are many noble and fertile. argu- 
ments behind ; as, the barbarous cruelty 
of Saul to the priefts at Nob, the feveral 
flights and efcapes of David, with the 
manner of his living in the Wildcrmjfs, 
the funeral of Samuel, the love of Abigal, 
the facking of Ziglag, the lofs and re* 
covery of David's, wives from the Amale- 
kites, the witch of Endor, the war with 
the Philiftines, and the battle of Gilboa ; 

all 
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all Which I meant to interweave* upon fe- 
Veral occafions, with nrtoft of the illuftrious 
. ftories of the Old T^ftament, and to em- 
bellift* With the moft remarkable antiqui- 
ties of the Jews, and of other nations be- 
fore or at that age* 

But I have had neither leifure hitherto, 
hor have appetite at prefent, to finifh the 
work, or fo much as to revife that part 
Which is done* with that care which I re* 
folved to beftow upon it, and which the 
dignity of the matter well deferves. For 
what worthier fubjeft could have been 
chofen, among all the treafuries of paft 
times, than the life of this young prince; 
whd, from fo fmall beginnings* through 
fuch infinite troubles and oppofitions, by 
fiich miraculous virtues and excellences, 
and with fuch incomparable variety of won- 
derful actions and accidents, became the 
grcateft monarch that ever fat on the moft 
famous throne of the whole earth ? Whom 
Jfyould a poet more juftly feek to honour, 
G % than 
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will it want room, by being confined t*j 
heaven. 

There is not fo great a lye to be found 
in any poet, as the vulgar conceit of men, 
that lying is efiential to good poetry. Were 
there never fo wholefpme nourifliment tq 
fc>e had (but alas, it breeds nothing but 
difeafes) out of thefe bpafted feafts of 
love and fables ; yet, rpethinks, the un- 
alterable continuance of the diet flioulcji 
make us naufeate it : for it is almpft im- 
poflible to ferve up any pew dilh of thai: 
Jcind. They ar<e all but the cold-meats of 
the antients, new-heated, and new fet 
forth. I do not at all wonder that the 
old pppts jnade fome rich crops out of 
jhefe grounds -, the heart of the foil was 
pot thpn wrought out with continual til- 
lage : but what can we expeft now, who 
come a gleaning, not after the firft reapers, .. 
but after the very beggars ? Befides, 
though thofe mad Jtories of the gods 
and heroes feem in thernfelves fo ridn 
2 culous j 
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culous; yet they were then the whole 
body (or rather chaos) of the theology of 
thofe times. They were believed by all, 
but a few philofophers, and perhaps • fome 
atheifts ; and ferved to good purpofe among 
the. vulgar (as pitiful things as they are ), 
in ftrengthening the authority of law with 
the terrors of confeience, and expedition 
of certain rewards and unavoidable pu* 
nifhments. There was no other religion-, 
and therefore that was better than none at 
all. But to us, who have no need of 
them, to us, who deride their folly, and 
are wearied with their imperrinencies ; they 
ought to appear no better arguments for 
verfe, than thofe of their worthy fucceflbrs,. 
the knights errant, What can we ima- 
gine more proper for the ornaments of 
wit or learning in the ftory of Deucalion 
than m that of Noah ? Why will not the. 
actions of Sampson afford as plentiful 
patter as the labours of Hercules ? Why 
is not Jeptha's daughter as good a wo- 
man as Iphigenta ? and the friendfhip of 
G 4 David 
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David and Jonathan more worthy cele- 
bration than that of Theseus and Per i- 
•jthous ? Docs not the paifage of MosE9 
and the Ifraplites into the Holy Land 
yield incomparably more poetical variety 
than the voyages of Ulysses or ^Eneas ? 
Are the obfolete thread-bare tales of Thebes 
and Troy half fo ftored with great, ,he- 
Toical, and fupernatural adttons (fince verfe 
will needs find or make fuch), as the wars 
of Joshua, of the Judges, of David, and 
divers others ? Can all the transformations 
of the gods give fuch copious hints to 
flourifh and expatiate on, as the true mira- 
cles of Chrift, or of his prophets and 
apoftles? What do I inftance in thefe few 
particulars? All the books of the Bible 
are either already molt admirable and ex- 
alted pieces of poefy, or are the bpft mate- 
rials in the world for it. 

Yet, though they be in themfelves {o 
proper to be made ule of for this purpofe \ 
none but a good artift will know how tQ 
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do it : neither muft we think to cut and 
polifh diamonds with fo little pains and 
(kill as we do marble. For, if any man 
defign to compofe a facred poem, by only 
turning a ftory of the Scripture, like Mr f 
QyARLEs'a* or fome other godly matter, 
like Mr. Heywood of angels, into rhymej 
he is fo far from' elevating of poefy, that 
he only abafes divinity. In brief, he who* 
can write a prophane poem well, may 
write a divine one better; but he who 
can do that but ill, will do this much 
worfe. The fame fertility of invention; 
the fame wifdom of difpofition ; the fame 
judgement in obfervance of decencies ; 
the fame luftre ^nd vigor of elocution ; 
the fame modefty and majefty of number ; 
briefly, the fame kind of habit, is required 
to both : only this latter allows better ftuflf; 
and therefore would look more defornvr 
edly, ill dreft in it. I am far from af- 
fuming to myfelf to have fulfilled the 
duty of this weighty undertaking : but 
fure I- am, there is nothing yet in our 
2 language 



9* THE AUTHORS PREFACE. 

¥RgU3gt (nor perhaps in any) that if 
jr aqjt 4fgr« anfwerabjc to the idea that 
X conceive of it. And I fhall be ambU 
tiou$ of no other fruit from this weak 
ap4 unperfeA attempt of mine, but the 
optNjwg of i way to the courage and in- 
dijftrjp of fpme other perfons, who may 
fc better able to perform it thoroughly 
*pd fucccfsfully, 
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

TO 

TPE GUTTER OF COL£M AN-STREET E«J. 

A COMEDY, called The Guardian, 
and made by me when I was very 
young, was afted formerly ac Cambridge* . 
and feverai times after, privately, during 
the troubles, as I am told, with good ap- 
probation, as it has been lately too at 

[«] This comedy has confidcrable merit. The 
dialogue is eafy enough, and many of the fcenes plea- 
fane. And, though the fubject be farcical, and the 
plot too much in the Spanifh taftepf intrigue, I fliould, 
perhaps, have inferted the Cutter of Cokman-Jlreet in 
the prefent collection, if, agreeably to the plan and 
purpofe of this publication, I could have found room 
for fo long a work. However, the Preface could by no 
means be omitted, as it ferves to let us into the writer's 
character, and is written, throughout, in his own, 
fprit. 

Dublin. 
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Dublin. . There being many things in it 
which I difliked, and finding myfelf for 
fome days idle, and alone in the country, 
I fell upon the changing of it aim oft 
wholly, as now it is, and as it was played 
fince at his Royal Highnefs's theatre under 
this new name. It met at the firft reprc- 
ientation with no favourable reception j 
and I think there was fomething of faftion 
againft it, by the early appearance of fome 
mens difapprobation before they had feen 
enough of it to build their diflike upon 
riaeir judgement. Afterwards it got fome 
ground, and found friends, as well as ad- 
verfaries. In which condition I ftiould 
willingly let it die, if the main imputation 
.under which it fuffered had been lhot only 
againft my wit or art in thefe matters, and 
not diredled againft the tendered parts 
of human reputation, good-nature, good- 
manners, and piety itfclf. 

The firft clamour, which fome mali- 
cious perfons raifed, and made a great noife 

with, 
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•jwith, was, that it was a piece intended for 
. abufe and fatire ^ againft the King's party. 
Good God ! againft the King's party ? Af- 
ter having ferved it. twenty years, during 
all the time of their misfortunes and af- 
flictions ; I mutt be a very rafh and im- 
prudent perfon, if I chofe out that of their 
• reftitution to begin a quarrel with them. 
I muft be too much a. madman to be 
trufted with fuch an edged tool as comedy. 
■• But firft^why fhould either the whole party 
.(as it was once diftinguifhed by that name, 
' which I hope is.abolilhed now by univerfal 
; loyalty), ,or any man of virtue Qr honour 
in it, believe tbemfelves injured, or at : ali 
: concerned, by the reprefentation of the 
< faults and follies. of a few, who in the ge- 
neral divifion, of the nation had.crouded 
<0ta among;. them? In all, mixed. numbers 
.-(which is the cafe of parties), nay, in the 
i. niofi: entire apd .continued bodies, there 
• are often yibme degenerated arid: corrupted 
.parts, which may. be caft away from that, 
:*lftd even j7§»{, off ;from this unity, . wich- 
J.r..-. out 
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out any infe&ion of fcandal to the re- 
maining body. The church of R6me* 
with all her arrogance, and her wide pre- 
tences of certainty in all truths, and exemp- 
tion from all errors* doe* not clap oh this 
enchanted artnour of infallibility upon all 
her particular fubjofts, nor is offended at 
the reproof of her greateft doftors* We 
are not, I hope, become fuch Puritans our- 
felves, as to affume the name of the con* 
gregation of the fpotlefs. ft is hard fot 
my party to be fo ill as that no good, im- 
poffible to be fo good as that no ill, fliould 
be found among them* And it has been 
the perpetual privilege of fatire and come- 
dy, to pluck their vices and follies, though 
not their perfons, out of the fan&uary of 
any title. A cowardly ranting foldier, an 
ignorant charktanical do&or, a fooli(h 
cheating lawyer, a filly pcdantical fcholar, 
liave always been, and ftill are, the principal 
iubjcfts of all comedies, without any fcaa- 
dal given to thofc honourable profeffions, 
or even takes by their ftvtPtift prefoflbrs. 

And, 
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And, if any good phyfician or. divine (hould 
be offended with me hem, fen* inveighing 
againft a quack, or for finding Deacon 
Soaker too often in the butteries, my te- 
fpeft and reverence to their callings wfootd 
make me troubled at their diiplcafure, blit 
I could not abftain from taking them fbr 
very choleric and quarrelfome perfoas. 
What does this therefore amount to, if it 
were true which is objected ? But it-is fer 
from being fo; for the representation 'of 
two fharks about the town (fellows merty 
and ingenious enough, and therefore *fl- 
mitted into better companies than they de« 
ferve, yet withal two very fcoundrefe, which 
is no unfrequent character at London), 
the reprefentation, I fay, of thefe <as pre- 
tended officers of the Royal army, was made 
for no other purpofe but to (how the world, 
that the vices and extravagances imputed 
vulgarly to the cavaliers, were Really <sbm- 
mitted by aliens* who only, ufu^ped that 
name, and endeavoured -to cover the : fre- 
ytoach of their indigehcy,or infamy ^f their 

adions, 
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a&ions, with fo honourable a title. So that 
the bufmefs was not here to corredt or cut 
off any natural branches, though never fo 
corrupted or luxuriant, but to feparate and 
caft away that vermin, which, by flicking 
fo clofe to them, had done great and con- 
siderable prejudice both to the beauty and 
fertility of the tree; and this is plainly 
faid, and as often inculcated, as if ohe 
ihould write round about a fign, This is a 
dog, This is a dog, out of over-much cau- 
tion left fome might happen to miftake it 
for a Hon* 

Therefore* when this calumny could 
• not hold (for the cafe is clear, and will 
take no colour), fome others fought out 
a fubtler hint, to traduce me upon the fame 
' fcore; and were angry, that the perfon whom 
I made a true gentleman, and one both of 
confiderable quality and fufferings in die 
royal party, Ihould not have a fair and 
noble character throughout, but Ihould 
fubmit, in his great extremities, to wrong 

bis 
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W niWc for . his owb relief. This is a re- 
fitted c«<Jeptk>ft, focft ^ I little fofefaw, 
^tfr Awlfti witfcth* dulriefc of my ufuat 
tharity, kftve fouHd out againft another 
man ki twomy years. The truth is, I did 
twt iaWad jt*^ ch^ader of a hero, one of 
otetnpfery viftue, and, as Homer often 
ttmi5 fiicHnleB^ uilblameable, btn ah ordi- 
nary jovial g0ntteo>an, commpnly called a 
gbotbfeltew, orte ftc* jR> contentious as to. 
ftarwdlth&. thrift do thfe ieaft .tnjwft and 
yet eAdtiwfcd. witk fo rirach fenfe <tf h'Onatny 
is to refufc, when that neceffity #a<s re- 
moved^ thfe gain <fi five thoofond pounds, 
which he ifcigbt have taken from his niece 
by the rigouiJ <bf a forfeiture : gnd let the 
ftarikiwfe of this* latter getierorfky fo expiate 
let the fortner 1 frailty, as may Aiafefc 6s not 
Ifliartled of his company-, fdfv if h& true 
metal is but^qoa! to his allay, it vnti not 
mdeed render him one 6f the fineft fort of 
thai, bt)t k wilt make him curtfeirt; for 
aught I know, in atiy patty that ever y&' 
<#a* ill th£ w<#kf; If yotf be to chufc 
tVi; L H parts 
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parts for a -Comedy dut of &hy hoHe or 
elevated rank of perfons, the rffaft proper 
for that work are the fcorft of that kitrd. : 
Comedy is 'humble 'of He* riariire, and 
has always' 1 been bred loto, f6that flic 
knows hot how to behave herftlfwith the 
great * arid" : ai:compli(hed. - Shtf does not 
pretend 'to j tfce briflc and bold qualities of* 
winey -^lt ' to the ftomichal icldity of 
vinegar ;* artd therefore is beft placed among' 
thafe Can tof '-people which the ! Romans 
call, The fas of Romvlvts. . If I had de* 
figncA heft the celebration' of the rirtucs 
of e«r friends* I would have made the 
fcene n<ibter where I intended; to ereCfc 
thfeir ftafeues. They ihould have Hood in 
6des; and- tragedies, and epic poems (nei- 
ther have I totally omitted thofe grea* 
testimonies of my efteem of then*) — u Sed 
**• autoc non erat his locuS," &c 

And. fo much for this little fpiny ob- 
jection, which a man cannot fee without a 
magnifying-glafs. The nexxiscaough to 

knock 
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knodk a man down, and accufes me of no 
kfs than prophanenefs, Ptophaine, to deride 
the hypocrify of thofe rtien whofe fkulls are 
not yet bare uj*On the gates fince the pub* 
licahd juft punifliment of k? But there 
rs fome imitation of Scripture-phrafes : GckJ 
forbid^ there is no reprefentation of the 
true face of Scripture, but only of that 
vizard' which thefe hypocrites (that is, by 
interpretation, aftors with a vizard) draw 
upon k. Is it pi*ophane to fpeak of Har- 
rison^ return to life again, when fome 
of his- friends really pfofefled their belief 
of it, and he himfelf had been faid topn>- 
tnifeit? A man' may be fo imprudently 
icruputous as to find prophanenef* in any 
thing, either faid or written, by -applying 
:it under fome fimilitude or other to fome 
;expreffions in Scripture. This nicety h 
both vain arid endlefs. But I call God 
to witnefs, that* rather than one tittle flioukt 
remain among all ifly writings, which, ae- 
: cording to' my feVereft judgement, lhoukt 
*ke fouod guilty of the crime obje<fted, I 
H 2 would 
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voujd myftlf byrn and eMiagwift &§Ri alt 
together* Nothing fc fp d«eft«iWy kwk 
and wr«cblef$ as (he 4?rifip9 of things 
{acred-, and would bs in- n&j roojs w>parn 
donable than any maa el&,. v,hfr J(wj«.e§h 
devoured to root; pat ^e. w^nasy Wflil 
of poetry, and t<* pla&tj ft al^ft ^fc>U|t 
with divinity. I ^n fo &r frosv grilaw? 
»g.wyi topfe ox iipvnM c^prflOiqBfc. ia 
matter of that retigipft. ^ .1 tafeyfe 
that I am very tender ip. d}js ; poinfc <gt$gL 
for th? grofleft errors of .(^A^iq^Bflr 
fens; theyaje th$ Wffl&.<M^te^ 
think*), bptfe qf pur ftft^.f my *>ft* 
they are the innocent and. ^h^e fcgafli^ 
m copiparijbn qi anptfcp* k&<k ^3 ?* 
graft pride uppii igpor^npe^ ty«tf#y, uppp 
liberty, and upon a# t&?jr fesrefiefc tr^ifep 
and r^beljipn* Theft arc pr^ipl^s lp 
<}eftrti#>v$ tp the pca£$ and focietft qf 
mankind* <*ha* th$y defers tp ,te pviaetf 
by our furious haw^d* apd; the pitftbfe a 
maflc of fan&ity upon fuch. ^vils r is fp» 
wdiculous, that itopght tcv be exp<^d. tp^ 
7 contempt 
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contempt and laughter. They ire iiideed 
pWpUiht 9 who counterfeit the foftnefs 6$ 
tffe Vdidfe df'Hblinds, to ciifguife thfe rbugh- 
fiefe bf lhe hands oif impiety; and not 
thtfy, ^ho, With htference to the thing 
^tehotiiete diflfcmble, deride nothing but 
thfeir.difftiftutetion. If fbme piece of an 
adiriiWblfc drtift ihbilld be ill copied, even 
it) rftlictil6ufhfc6, by ah ignorant hind* 
ind Sfl&theF fainter ihoiild undertake to 
tfteW dta: c&py, ahd make it yet more ridi- 
fcufouS, ib ftiew dpparfently the difference of 
thfe tvtfb Wtifki, and deformity of the latter ; 
#fll Jltrt fevtry man fee plainly, that the 
StBufe H intended to the foolifh imitation, 
iHd : ridr to the excellent original ? I might 
fiy itifceh more, tb cbnfute and confound 
this vefy falfe and hialicious accusation-, 
fctittWs is efibtigh, I hope, to clear the mat- 
tefr, afid ife, I arti afraid, tob mueh for a pre- 
face to i work of fo little Confideratibii. 

As for all other obje&ions, which have 

Bfcdn, or may bfe made againft the invention 

■[" H3 or 
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or elocution, oij $ny thing ejfe which comes 
under the critical jqrifdiftiop * let it (band 
or fall as it can apfwer for jtfelf, for J dp 
not lay . the great ftrefs of my reputation 
upon a ftrudlure of this nature, much lefe 
ypon the flight reparations only of an okj 
and unfafhionable buildjng. Tjiere is nq 
writer bpt m^y fail fometimes in ppint of 
wit-, and if is no Jefs frequent for the au- 
ditors to fail in point of judgement. I 
perceiye plainly, by daijy experience, thaf 
Fortune is miftrefs of the theatre, as Tully 
fays it is of all popuUr aflenxblles. . No 
m^n can tell fometimes from wheppe the 
invifible winds rife that move them. Therp 
are z, mqltitude of people, who. are trqjy 
and only fpe&ators at a play, withopt apy 
ufe of their understanding •, and thefe carry 
it fometimes by the tfrength of their num- 
bers. There are others, who ufp their un- 
derftandings too much ; who think it a 
fign of weaknefs and ftupidity, to let any 
thing pafs by them unattacked, and that 
the honour of their judgements (as fome 

brutals 
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brutals imagine of their courage) confifts 
in quarrelling with every thing. We are 
therefore wonderful wife men, and have 
a fine bufinefs of it, we, who fpend our 
time in poetry: I do fometimes laugh, and 
am often angry with myfelf, when I think 
on it j and if I had a fon inclined by 
nature to the fame folly, I believe I lhould 
bind him from it, by the ftridteft conjura- 
tions of a paterrial blefling. For what can 
be more ridiculous, than to labour to 
give men delight, whilft they labour, on 
their part, more earneftly, to take offence ? 
To expofe one's felf voluntarily and frankly 
to all the dangers of that narrow paflage 
to unprofitable fame, which is defended 
by rude multitudes of the ignorant, and 
by armed troops of the malicious ? If we 
do ill, many difcovcr it, apd all defpife 
us 5 if we do well, but few men find it 
out, and fewer entertain it kindly. If we 
commit errors, there is no pardon •, if we 
could do wonders, there would be but 
little thanks, and that too extorted from 
unwilling givers. 

H 4 But 
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But fomp perhaps ^ay fay, W^s || 
pot ^lw^ys thus ? 4o you expeft a pji> 
ticul^r privilege, thaf was never yejt en- 
jpyed by ^ny pcet? were the aqcient 
Grecian, or noble Roman authors, was 
Yjrgil himfelf, exempt from this pcif- 

(^j| **\eliq* ipultife ,<jv f aff}. tg» fafc HaprebjV. 
Tet)u?W; . 
jy{ip tfjis, in many things, .$y. bgftqr jfer, 
|hp^ Unpi^dent pretender? gs was i^tid by 
LufRiTivs to f pejfoifc wfeo topjj; it ill 
th# hp w«i tq die,, though he had, fees f9 
flijmy $° lt beforq hw, who better cjefervecj 
IHUnQFtaUty : an$ this is to repinp at thq 
neural condition 0/ 3 living poet^as hs &4 
41 that of a living mortal. I do not only ac-: 
knowledge the preeminence of Virgin 
(whofc footfteps I adore)* but fubmit to 
many of his Roman brethren ; and I coq- 
fefs, that even they, in their own times, 
^yere aot fo fecure from the aflaults of d«- 

[x] Lucr. iii. 1039. 

traftion 
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jtraftion (though Horace brags at laft, 
Jam dcnte minus mordeor -fcmdo [ y ] ; 

but then the barkings of a few were drown- 

pd in the applaufe of all the reft of the 

world, and the poifon of their bitings ex- 

tinguifhed by the antidote of great rewards 

and great encouragements, which is a way 

pf curing now out of ufe ; and I really 

profefs, that I neither expedt, nor think I 

jdefervc it. Indolency would ferve my turn 

inftead of pleafure : but the cafe is not fo 

well ; for, though I comfort myfclf with 

fome affurance of the favour and afFe&ion 

pf very many candid and good-natured 

(and yet too judicious and even critical) 

perfons; yet this I do affirm, that from 

all which I have written I never received 

the leaft benefit, or the leaft advantage, 

but, on the contrary, have felt fometimes 

the effetts of malice and misfortune. 

[y ] 4 Carm. iii. 16. 
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P O E Jtt S 

OF 

MR. A. C O W L E Y. 

I. 
THE MOTTO. 

TTentanda via eft, £sV. Virg. 

WHAT (hall I do to be for ever known, 
And mak,e the age to come my own ? 
[*] # m # # 
Hence all the flattering vanities, that lay- 
Nets of rofes in the way. 
Hence the defire of honours, or eftate ; 

And' all, that is not above fate. 
Hence love himfelf, that tyrant of my days, 
Which intercepts my coming praife. 

[a] Some lines of the original are left out. 

Coffle, 



jo8 



pofers b f 



Otxne* my beft friend^ my book^ and lead mc tm j 

.^Tis thfco tfe*t I wetffe gone. 
Welcome, great Stagirite, and teach me now 

All 1 was bdtf! to know. 
Thy fcholar's vicYries thou doft far out-do : 

He conquerM th' earth ; the whole world, you [£].' 
Welcome, leam'dCkerq, whofe bleft tongu« arid wit 

Preferves Rome's greatnefs yet. - "' 

Thou art the firft of orators ; only he* 

Who beft can praife thee, next mufl: be [r] f 
Welcome the Mantuan fwan, Virgil the wife, ' ~ . 

Whofe verfe walks higkeft, but not flies [/]. 

\li] He conquer d t IS earth; tfce whole worId,you.] Earth f 
pieans this habitable gtdbe; t MorM y die fyftem of uni- 
•verfai nature. But the compliment is not a litde ex* 
travagaat ! like that of Mr. Pope to Newton-* 

44 God faid, Let Newton be, and all was light* 
--for which the Poet is very juifly reprehended by his. 
learned Commentator. 

WIjo beft can praife thee, next mufl btJ\ i. e. he muft he onfy 
next ; for none but Cicero himfelf was equal to the Hib/ 
ject. The poet glances at what Livy faid of the great 
'Roman orator — "'vii* magnus, acer, memorabilia, ct in 
44 cujus buttles fityueridas Cicerone lauddtore dpui fu&if" A 
fragment, preferred by the elder Sefiecfr. 

[d] JVJjnfc verfe walks higheft, hut not flies.] i. e. which 
keeps *frh*a th* KittitB of nature-, arid » fttblxrric without 

Who 



Who brought gpfifi n pqsfy tp b$r pesfefr sge ; • 

And nftd* ifo*. arV whjcjt wa£ 9 rage,. 
Tell me, ye. wgfty th^tf* wl#* flwtt J do 

To be lifc* 99? of ym* 
But ye hjvynjcl^b^^lifi TOOuatBiaVtQft.tbere ftfr ' 

On the $&8 flQPfl&iflg: bead oi ifc. 
And, whilft: with wearied fteps we upward go, 

See us, and clouds below. 

- €> I> E- ' 

... "b.N» VlU.T.." 
i. 

*T* ELL me, O tell, what kind of thing is wit, 
Thqn, wjio mgfter art of it. 

being extravagant. Virgil's epU Mufeiis-hei* juflfy cha- 
vpfora^d : the A£"7<V " a ^ wan °f *npther.. ijpgics,, of 
which the poet Ikys nobly, elfewhere— 

^I^ho^rth'obf^uiouswind^ndfwelKng,^ ' 

••The Thtban (Wan dpe$ upwards bear 
" Ihto the walk? of clouds, where he does play, 
•:* A«4 wixh extended winga r opens his liquid way " 



no -'201IM$ 6f J 

For the firft matter loves variety lefs ; 

Lefs women love't, either in love or drefs fej 
A thoufand different fhapes it bears, 
Comely in thoufand fhapes appears. 

Yonder we faw it plain ; and here 'tis now, 

Like fpirits in a place* we know not how* 



London, that vents of falfe ware fo orach ftore, 
In no ware deceives Us moire/ ; * " m *"..\.i 

For men, led by the colour and the fhape, 

Like Zeuxes* birds, fly to the painted grape ; 

Some tilings do through our judgement pafs, 
As through a multiplying glafs. 

And fometimes, if the objeft be too far, 

We take a falling meteor for a ftar. 

3- J 

Hence 'tis, a wit, that greateft word of fame, 
Grows fuch a common name. 

[e] We fhould now fay, to avoid die difagreeafcle coif* 
tra&ion, — 

" Lefs women love //, or in love, or. dreJi." 
—But our poet affiled thefe contractions, and, if we may 
believe the writer of his life, fancied they gave a ftrength- 
and energy to his verfe. .The. truer reafon for his ufe of 
.them was, that he found them in fashion. 

And 
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And wits by our creation they become* j r 

Juft fo, as titular bifhops made at Rome, 

'Tis not a tale, 'tis not a jeft 

Admir'd with laughter at a feaft, 
Nor florid talk, which can that title gain » . • ; r 
The proofs of wit for ever muft remain. 

4- ■ ' ; 

'Tis not to force Tome lifelefe yerfes meet ( 

With their five gouty feet. 
JU1 every where, like man's, niuft bfe the foul, 
And reafon the inferior powers coiitroul. 

Such were the numbers, which could call 

The ftones into the Theban wall. 
Such miracles are ceas'd ; and now we fee 
No towns or houfes [/] rais'd by poetry. 

S- 
Yet, 'tis ndt to adorn, and gild each part ; ' 

That fhows more coft, than art. 
Jewels at nofe and lips but ill appear; 
Rather, than all things, wit, let none be there 

Several lights will not be feen, 

: If there be nothing elfe between. 

? [/] &**/"] Here ufed ia the double fenfe of bo*fis> 
properly fg called, and oifamitia* 

Men 



Men doubt, UicoufrtBey Jbutd fo thUfefttf-lfajy- 
If thofe be flaw** iriScfr piftrt fhrgalaoty fo}. 



fTis not, wKto*^i&**w& make up'oiie fi&Hfe £ 
Jefts forihtbA ltteft* anrfEngfiffi t&yft 

In which who finds out wit, the fame may fee 

In anagram^ and acroftyfy poetry. 

Much lefs can th& have ahy.pfeqt : 
At which a vkgfo hides he? face; ; 

Such drofe the fire nnift j>urg$ sway $ 'tis juJ^ 

The author blufh> there, where the reader muft* 

• ? \ ' V.: ' ■' ■ 

Til not fucfi ifcfeaas-t&ftoft 'ctifcfc file4Ug4 
When Bajazet begins to rage. 

[g] Thfcitatetawtarawe*^ 
applied, with njiN*.el€ganqer,taourrpb^h^^ For, 
(peaking of Mf . £p#ley Vwit, he fays»— 

" Oi!ie gli|f ring'iJhought ho fboner ftrikes'oM cy.et • 

* Wfth dlenr woitifef, but {Mfet* wt> hdeft^xift t 
" As in the mltty Iftyjfeflitaiftg WllueJ 

«• OV^ow^.tfa*to*rti* wife on* o^tmiMd fifeht ; 
" That not a (ingle ftar can (hew his rays, 

* WWlftJoittt^adtpfciiio«^th« common bldsrt" 
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"Nof a t^tl tfidtaphor in the fcombaftAWy," *: - . ■ ' 
^Nor the dry chips of fhort-Jung'd Senegi [j£]. 

Ndrupcm all things to obtrude 

And force ibme odd' fimilrtuck; 
What is i|;:thon, which, like the- power divine, 
AVc only' :can by negatives define ? [/] 

On the £>e£th of Mr. Jor^ak, 

Second Matter at W^fhninfter-Schpol. 

TT ERE lies the mailer of my tender years, 
A A The guaf dian of rhy parent f s [>*] hope and fears, 

' £ *] "^Jfort'bzgd SenecsJ] Meaning his j3w/ fen- 
tences, as if he had net breath enough to ferve him for 
longet-^-anbelanti Jtmilis-t-Yzt, in another fenfe, he is, 
jerhaps, xhe. inoJ^^<wwfr^ author of antiquity. For, 
a* Mr. $ayle has well obferved, " II n'y a guere d'ecrivaia 
^dontJfcvprj>iafffe foit plus grand que celuideSeneque: 
"Cicero mettfoit 'dans une periode de fix lighes ce que 
" &eneque dit dans fix periodes qui tiennent huit ou neuf 
** Hgnes" Liters, t. ii. p. 150. 
• ii \ The .two concluding ftansas of this ode are omitted. 
[ly — ii> i parents] That is, of his mother's, under whofe 

• discipline he was bred ; for he was born {Dr. Sprat tells 
•fll) tfier kisfg$hets death. 

*-iyot.t- I Whofe 
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Whofe government ne'er flood me in a tear ; 
All weeping was refcrvM to fpend it here. 
He pluckM from youth the follies and the crimes 
And built up men againft the future times ; 
For deeds of age are in their caufes then, 
And though he taught but boys, he made the itttB. 
Hence f twas, a matter, in thofe ancient days 
When men fought knowledge firft, and by it praife, 
Was a thing full of reverence, profit, fame ; 
Father itfclf was but a fecond name. 
And if a Mufe hereafter fmile on me, 
And fay, " Be thou a poet," men fhall fee 
That none could a more grateful fcholar have ; 
For what I ow'd his life, I'll pay his grave.[/]. 

On the Death of Mr. William Hirvev[j»]. 

» 

44 Tmmodicis brevis eft aetas, Sc rara fene&us." 

Mart. L. VI. Ep. x*ix. 

I. 

1 T was a difmal, and a fearful night, 

Scarce could the morn drive on th'unwilling fight, 

[I] The reft of this poem (one of thofe which were 
written, as he fays, when be was very young) is fuppreflbd* 
[>] Mr. miUam Hervy.\ The author's beloved 

When 
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When fleep, death's image^tejft my troubled brcaft, 
By fomcthing, liker deati^ poffeft; '*- V 

My eyes with tears did uncommanded fiow> • 
And on my foul hung the dull weight 
OF fome intolerable fate. 

What bell was that? Ah me ! too much I know.- 



My Tweet companion, and my gentle peer. 
Why haft thou left me thus unkindly here, 
Thy end for eVcr, and my life to moan ; 

O thou haft left me all alone ! 
Thy foul and body, when death's agony 
BeliegM, around, thy noble heart, 
Did not with more relu&ance part, 
r> JChan I, my deareft friend, do part from thee. 

3- 
?My deleft friend, would I had dy'd for thee [«] ! 
Life and this world henceforth will tedious be. 

friend.— This poem came from the heart, and is there- 
fore more natural and pleating than mod others in the 
collection. Unluckily, it occafioned the poet's intro- 

k * du&ion to the Lord St. Albans [fee Life, p. 8] ; that is, 
: k wined his fortune. 

:j « . {*] . r—<woyld I had dydfor thee /] From 2 Sam. xviii. 

rv>/... I 3 Nor 
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Nor fhmll I know hereafter what to do, 
If once my griefs prove tedious too* 

Silent and fad I walk about all day, 

As fallen ghofts ftalk fpeechlefs by, 
Where their hid treafures lye : 

Alas, my treafure's gone ; why do I ftay ? 

4- 
Me was my friend, the trueft friend on earth-; 
Aftrong and mighty influence join'd our birth[i]* 
Not did we envy the moft founding name 

By friendfliip giv'n of old to fame. 
None but his brethren he, and lifters knew, 
~" Whom the kind youth preferr'd to me : 
And ev'n in that we did agree ; 
For much above myfelf I lov'd them, too. 

5* 

Say, for you law us, ye immortal lights, 
How oft unwearied have we fpent the nights ; 
Till the Ledaean ftars, fo fam'd for love, 
Wondered at us from above ! 

[o] —joiiid our hirth.] In this and the following 
ftanza the poet has copied Perfiut, Sat. v. ; but with free- 
dom and fpirit. 

We 
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Wc fpent them not in toys, in lufts, or wine ; 

But fearch of deep philofophy, 

Wit, .eloquence, and poetry, 
Arts which I IqvM, for they, my friend, were dupe J 

Ye fields of Cambridge, our depr Qttiibfiidge^ fay, - 

Have ye not feen us walking everyday ? ./? 

Was there a tree about, which did not kaow^ " 
The love betwixt us two ? ., , ;-; 

Henceforth, ye gentle trees, for ever fade ; 
Or your fad branches, thicker join, 
And into darkfome fhades combine, 

Dark, as the grave, wherein my friend is laid; 

7- 

Henceforth, no learned youths beneath you iing, 
Till all the tuneful birds to'your boughs they brjng ; 
No tuneful birds play with their wonted chear, 

And call the learned youths to hear ; 
No whiffling winds through the glad branches fly : 

But all with fad folemnity, 

Mute and unmoved be, — 
Mnte,as the grave, wherein my friend docs lye. 

I 3 8. To 
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To him my Muferaide hate with every, ftrain, 
Whilft it was new, and warm yet from the braim 
He lov'd my worthlefs rhimes, and, like a friend [f ],. 

Would find out fomettiing to commend. 
Hence now, my Mafe; thou canft not me delight ; 

Be this my lateft verfe 

With which I now adorn his hearfe ; 
And this my grief, without thy help, fliaU writ£. 

9- . /J." '[' ''?/"'.[.. 
Had I a wreath of bays about my brow, : 
I ftiould contemn that flourifhing honour now, : 
Condemn it to the fire, and joy to hear \ 

It rage and crackle there. 
Inftead of bays, crown With fad cyprefs me ; 
Cyprefs, which tombs does beautify : 
Not Phoebus grievM fo much as I, 
For him, who firft was made that mournful tree. . 

If] —like a friend) 

— - " each finding, like a friend, . 
* Something to blame, and fomething to commend." 

Pope; to Mr. Jervas, 
io. Large 
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10. 
Large was his foul [;]; as large a foul, as e'er 
Submitted to inform a body here. 
High as the place 'twas fhortly in hcav'n tahave, - 

But low, and humble as his grave : 
So high, that all the virtues there did come 

As to their chiefeft feat 

Conipicuous, and great ; 
So low, that for me too it made a room. 

11. 

He fcorn'd this bufy world below, and all 
That we, miftaken mortals, pleafure call ; 
Was fill'd with innocent gallantry and truth, 

Triumphant o'er the fins of youth. 
He, like the ftars, to which he now is gone, 

That fhine with beams like flame, 

Yet burn not with the fame, 
Had all the light of youth, of the fire none. 

12. 

Knowledge he only fought, and fo foon caught, 
As if for him knowledge had rather fought. 

[q] Mr. Gray items to have had his eye on this line 
when he wrote that verfe, in his Efitaph— 
.. • • «• Largt was his bounty, and his Jbul fincere." 

I 4 Nor 
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Nor did more learning eve? crowded lie 
In fuch £ flibrt mortality, './■"'' 

Whene'er the fkilfuj. youth difcours'&tfr wilt, \ ..: 
Still did (he liatioris throng .-'«••. ■■/ : . :t 
About his eloquent tongue, 

Nor could his '#&. flew' fatter ikmhikimu . -■: 

J 3- . 

So ftrong a wit did nature to him frayne, - 

As all things, but his judgement, overcame ; 

His judgement like the hcav'nly moon did fhow, 
Tempting that mighty lea bfcfoW.' ' " 

Oh, had he livM in learning's th*Mi ^k&teupd' ' 
Would have bee A able to cdttthfcrf v ' \\ 
His over-powtting foul > : . 

We've loft in hith arts, that hot yet are found [r]. ' 

..-".. I4 ' 
His mirth was the pure fpiritsof various wit, 
Yet never did his God or friends forget. 
And, when deep talk and wifdom came in view, : 
Retir'd, ^nd gave tp lieni their due : 

[r] — arts, that ndytt arefiukd,} 
*' And worlds applaud, that muft riot yet be found." 

Pope, Efl". on Qit. vet* 194 
3 F01 
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For the rich help of books he always took, 

Though hi^owaiearching wad before- -J 
Was ib wtthkaoqens written oVr 

As if wife najute ha4. wade that her book. 

• , ^ . ... t , 

. ■. ■■ : *$•* . * .•■/■■:■■:. ; ■ : 

So many virtues* jfcrtfd }ft nim, i»1W ■ ■ ' 
Can fcarce pick' fcfcrfc arid there in hifttfy. 1 " 
More thart 6ld #ri«erf pra&ice tfer tould teach, ' 

As much as they could ever teach : 
Thefe did religion, queen of virtues, (way, 

And all their 1 facr^d motions ft^ ' : 

Juft like' did firft and higfeeft fphW*,- 

Which whW!#ib©Ut, afld Wrfts i!!n^tt*A$*fcjr/- 

■ ..■•» 

With as much zeal, devotion, piety, > 

He always llvM* as other faints, do die. . j 

Still with his foul fevere account he kept, 

Weeping all debts cfct, ere he flepc 
Then down in peace and innpeeaefc he tyj \ . \ 
Like the fun's laborious iighfc . ; - 
Which ft iU in water fets at ni^(jit^ : ± 

Unfullied with his journey of (he day* * j 

17. Won- 



ut .POEMS jOF 

17. .; 

Wondrous young man, why Wert them mfcde fo good, 

To be fnatcht hence, ere: better underftotid ? 

Snatcht, before half of thee enough wis feeh ! 
Thou, ripe ; and yet thy life, but green ! 

Nor could thy friends take their laft fad farewel ; 
But danger and infeftious death 
Malicioufly feiz'd on that breath, 

Where life, fpirit, pleafure, always usM to dwell. 
. : ^ 

But happy thou, ta'en from this frantic age. 

Where ignorance and hypocrify does rage ! 1; 

A fitter time for heav'n no foul e'er cfeofe, 
The place now only free from thofe. - 

There 'mong the bleft thou daft for ever fhine, r 
And wherclbe'er thou cafts thy view 
Upon that white and radiant crew, ' 
. See'ft not a foul cloath'd with more light than thine* 

.19.. 

And, if the glorious faints ceafe not to know 
Their wretched friends, who fight with life below ; 
Thy flame to me does ftill the fame abide, 
Only more pure and rarified. 

Thero 
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There, whilft immortal hymns thou doft rehearft^ ' j 

Thou doft with holy pity, ftp 

Our dull and earthly poefy, 
Where grief and mifery can be join'd with vcrfe [j]. 



j 
.^ 

n 



V. 
TO THE LORD FALKLAND, 

For his fafc Return from the Northern Expe- 

dition againft the S c o t s [ /]. >4 «L 

/^REAT is thy charge, O North; be wife and ju&: £ ^ 
England commits her Falkland to thy truft; , jL * ' 

[i] Where grief and mifery cam he jtind with txrje*\ ' J .J 
Rightly made the diftincYion of tarthfyfoefy ; for the bm- \ Mr <■ 
venfy (if we fuppofc poetry to have any place there) can ^ 
only be employed on themes of joy and bafpintfi.— -But ^ 

the poet had a further meaning in this fine line, to in- 
finuate the prepofterous levity and vanity oitarthty poets % 
who can afford to be witty even on their own mljerks. 
This cenfure, Ming firft upon hunfelf, has the mote 
grace. 

[/} againft the Scots.] In i6j<). Confcquently the poet 
was then In his lift year. But the chief reafon for 
giving tKefe vetfes to the Lord Falkland a place in the 
prefent collection, is, for the fake of perpetuating the me- 

Return 
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Rctarff hhrt firfe Leawiiiig: wbtrU tether dtoofe : 
Her Bodley, or her Vafcicirt, to Icfe. J " T} ■ i 
All things, that are but writ or printed tfieref, ; 
In IkSr ttaknrndethbrestfl: engraven att. ' ;: ■-■•■'■ ' 
There all the fciences together meet, 
AiwJ e*£ry art (does* all her kindred greetj ' •" 
Yet juftle not, nor quarrel ;, but as well 
Agree* as in Ipme^omrnoa principle. r 
So, ih an army govern'd rights we 'fee " " \ } * 
(Though out of ftverai countries xaitfl it be).' . i0 , 
That all their order attd their place .reainftin, 
The Englifh, Dutch, the Frenchmen, and the Dane. 
SdAotrfanddiverfeipecies fill the air, * ^- : ' " \ 
Yet iierther. crowd nor mhr conftte'dry AeWiJ 
Beafts, houfes, trees, and men together lye, „ . 
^ctcnterundiilurb'd into the eye. , : / . . r , 

ipqiy of the author's entire, jriewj/bip with tW virtuous 
aa4 ^ccompliihed nobleman — a frienctfbip. contrafted, at 
Dr. Sprat tells us, by the agreettunt of tbfirJctptjng and 
qufaMers, — It is remarkable, that we find no compliment 
$]drffu*ed by Mf. Cowley to the duke, of Buckingham, ot 
the earl of St. Albans. He fuppofed, without doubt, 
that h* had done honour, enough to thofe. lords (fane will 
thinlfe too much) in permitting them to be his patrons : 
•>U i-?' Enough for.half the greateft of thole days 
. , ., .«* Ta 'fcape his cenfurc, not expert his pr*ife." 

■C Pope. 

And 
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A»3 this ? rcsl * prince of knowledge is by fete ' 
Thruft Into th* noife and bufinefs of a ftate. 
All virtues,- arid fonae cuftoms [«], of the court, 
Other mens labour, are at ieaft his Iport. 
Whilft we, who can no aftion undertake, 
Whom idlenefi itfelf might learned make, 
Who hear tif nothing, and as yet fcarce know 
Whether tie Scots in England be or no, ' : 
Pace dully on, oft tire, and often ftay, 
Yet fee^fir nimble ?egafus fly 1 away. - 
Tis nature's fault, who did thus partial grow, 
And her eftate of wit on one beftow : 
Whijft w^likfe younger brothers, :get at heft 
But a fmall ftppk* ,and muft wqrk -out the reft. 
How could he anfwer't, fhould the ftate think fit 
To qucftion a monopoly of wit [w] ? ' * ' • f 

{*] —J*"* cuftoms] Theexpreflion is remarkable, a$d 
implies that not ail the cuftoms of Charles the Firft's 
court were fuch as would be .approved by a man of virtue* 
If any are curious to know what thofe cufioms were^hey 
may have tjieir curiofity in part gratified, by turning to 
two remarkable letters of Lady JLeicefter and Lord Rdbfcrt 
Spencer, in the collection of the Sidney papers, voLlu 
p. 47a, and p. 668. 

[w] -—qwfiion a monopoly of wit ?] As it had done many 
other monopolies* The allulion is not fo far fetched, as 
"" it(ieras. 

: Such 
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Such is the man, whom we require the fame 
We lent the North ; untoucht, as is his fame. 
He is too good for war, and ought to be 
As far from danger, as from fear he's free [*]• 
Thofe men alone (and thofe are ufeful, too) 
Whofe valour is the only art they know, 
Were for fad war and bloody battles born ; 
Let them the ftate defend, and he adorn. 

vi. " 

On Che Death of Sir Anthony Vandhce, 
the famous Painter. 

XT ANDIKE is dead ; but what bold Mufe (hall 

dare 
(Though poets in that word [ j] with painters fhare) 

{*] —as from fear be % sfree^\ Yet it was, in part, to 
▼indicate himfelf from the imputation of this fear, that he 
ghrays put himfelf in the way oi danger, and, in the end, 
threw away his valuable life at the battle of Newbury. 
Ly ] — in that word] Namely, dare ; alluding to Horace, 
" — pi&oribus atque poetis 
" %uidUbet audendi fempcr fuit aequa poteftas." 

A. P. ver. ii. 
Tex- 
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T* cxprofs her fadncfs ? Pocfy muft become 
An art like painting here, an art, that's dumb. 
Let's all our folemn grief in filence keep, 
Like fome fad pi&ure, which he made to. weep, - * 
Or thofe who faw't ; for none his works could view* 
Unmov'd with the fame pafiions which he drew. • ■ 
His pieces: fo with their live obje&s drive, 
That both, or pidures fecm, or both alive. 
Nature herfelf, amaz'd, does doubting ftand, 
Which is her own, and which the painter's hand ; 
And does attempt the like with lefs fuccefs, 
When her own work in twins fhe would exprefs. 
His all-refembling pencil did out-pafi 
The mimic imagery of looking-glafs. 
Nor was his life lefs perfeft, than his ait ; 
Nor was his hand lefs erring, than his heart [z]. . 
There was no falfe or fading colour there ; 
The figures fweet and well-proportion'd were. . 
Moft other men, fet next to him in view, 
Appeared more fhadows than the men he drew. 
Thus ftill he liv'd, till heaven did for him call, 
Where reverend Luke falutes him firft of all : 

[z] —than bis heart.] A noble eulogy of this ex- 
traordinary man ! and, if report fays true, a very juft 
•ne. 

Where 
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Where lie tottoft* *feW fights; divinely fair ; 
And could almoft wifti fer bis pencil there ; 
Did he no* gladly feehowall things fhinc. 
Wondroufiy paiftted in Ae raiiid ditinfe [*], 
WhHft he, for ever raviffi'd with the fhow, 
Scorns his ovrn ait, which we admire below. 

Only his beauteous lady [£] ftill he loves ; ; 

(The lore of heavenly obje&s heaven haptwei^ * 
He fees bright angels in pure beams appear, 
And *htok« on her he left fo lik* them &Gre. 
And you, fair widow, who ftay here alive, :/ * 
Since fce fo much rejoices, ceafe to grieve. ' 
Your joys and griefs were wont the fame to fee} ' 
Begin not noW, blcft pair, to difigree. ■ ■■■ ■ '.'' 

No wonder, death moV'd not his generous mind s 
Yoij, and « iidw-bdrn you, he left behind. 
Evea fate texprefe*d his love to his dear wife, ' 

And let him end your piAure widi hk lifjc. 

•t 

[aj m»in the mud dupine,] A pktopip ificfc which 
Malhcanche and our J^orrishave rendered ibiaunou*. 

[F] — bis beauteous laJy] A lady, of diftinguiflied 
quality, as well as beauty, daughter to the Lord Rut6en f 
Earl of Gowry. 



vn. t* 
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VII. 

To Sir William Davenant: . 

Upon his TwoFirft Books of GoitBiini^I 
firtiftxd btfott his Vdy'tge to Amtriei. 

lufXTHINKS, heroic poefy, till now, J 

™* Like ftmc fahiaftic fairy-land, did Ihpw ; 
Gods, devils, nymphs, witches, and gyahts race, 
And all, bat man, ih man's chief work liad place. 
Thau, like fome worthy knight, with facred arms 
Doft drive the moflfters thence, and end the charms; 
Inftead of thde, doft men and manners plant, 
The things, which that rich foil did chiefly want. 
Yet even thy mortals do their gods excell, 
Taqght by thy Mufe to fight and love fo well. 

•y fatal hands whilft prefent empires fall, 
Thine from the grave paft monarchies recall. 
So much more thanks from human kind does merit 
The poet's fury, than the zealot's fpirit. 
And {com the grave thou mak'ft this empire rife, 
Not, like feme dreadful ghoft, t'affright our eyes, 
But with more luftre and triumphant (late, 
Than when it crown'd at proud Verona fate. 

: Vo l. I. K So 
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So will our God rebuild man's perifh'd frame, 
And raife him up much better, yet ihe fame [rj: " 
So god-like poets do paft things rehearfe ; 
Not change, but heighten, nature by their verfe. 

With fliaftie, rhethfnks, great Italy muft fee 
Her conquerors rais'd to life again by thee. 
Rais'd by fiich powerful verfe, that ancient Rome 
May blufh np lefs to fee her wit o'ercorne. 
Some men their fancies, like their faith, derive [d] ; 
And think all ill but that, which Rome does give. 
The' marks of old and catholic would fine!, * * 
To the fame chair would truth and fiftion bind. 
Thou in thofe beaten paths difdain'ft to tread, 
And fcprn'ft to live by robbing of the dead, 

[c] So will— yet the fame.] It is pleafant to fee how 
the wits catch their ideas from each other. ' Mfc Po£e, 
in a letter of compliment to a friend, who had done much 
honour to his EJfay on Man, etprefles hixnfelf in ,thefe 
words — " It is indeed the fame fyfrem as mine, but. Q- 
" luitrated with a ray of your own ; as they fay our natwtal 
" body is the fame ftill, when it is glorified? Works, vol* pc. 
Letter xcvii.- ■ • ' ' l ** 

Id] Some men their fancies, like their faith, derive,] 
" Thus wit, like faith, by each man is apply'd 
" To one fmall fedt ; and all are damned hef^deJ*., r 
Eflay on Crit. yer* 39ft 

Si»3 
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Since tin^e does all things change, thou think^Vftot fit 
This latter age fhould Tee all new, but w}t* » 
.Thy fancy, like a flame, its way does make, 
And leave bright tracks for following pens to tike. 
Sure 'twas this noble boldnefs, o£ the Mufe 
Did thy defire to feek new worlds |7] i^fpfe; 
And ne'er did heav'n fo much a voyage bleft, 
If thou canft plant but there, with like fticgefs. 

...... •-.■ • } 

##*♦#♦♦## #♦########•###♦##*♦ 

vim 

On the Death of Mr* Crash aw. 

\ '■'■ 

U OET and Saint ! to thee alone are given 

. ^ -The two moft Acred names of earth and heaven; 

*The hard and rareft union, which can be, 

Next that of Godhead with humanity, . 

Long did the Mufes banifh'd flaves abide, 

Add built vain pyramids tb mortal pride ; 

(e] -mw worlds} This alludes to Sir Willitox's pro* 
\ of a fettlement at Virginia ; which, however, had no 
fuccefs than the poetical project, which his friend 
< h&c celebrated* 

K a Lfce 
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^{^MoTefstHbta (thoujgti ^lls arid chaiirii ttf&l 
ftarid) f ■ • ", " " 'W 

Haft brought them nobly hbtae back to their Hcty 
X*ad. 
Ah wretched We,/)pacfc$ of earth! but (hou 
Wert, fivkg, the fimefoet, Which thbttHt how. 
Whilft angeb fing to thee flielr airs dittfne, • 
And joy in an applaufe fo great as thine ; 
Equal fociety with them to hold, 
Thou nceffft not make new fongs, btft fty^old. 
And they (kind fpirits !) fhall all rejoice to fqe , 
How little lefs than they, exalted mao may be. 
Still the old heathen gods in numbers dwell, > 
The heavenlioft thing on wth ftill keeps tip hdl. 
Nor have we yet quite purg'd the Chriftiaa Iwjd ; 
Still idols here, like calves at Bethel; fanfl. 
And though Pan's death {/] long fince afl -oracles 

broke, " ■ ,- T 

Yet ftill in rhyme die fiend Apollo Jpdke* . 

[/] —Port <k*tb] Alluding to rhe femotfl flfcjr in 
Plutarch's Dialogue concerning tbeJUenct <ftbtpag**or*ckty 
and the ufe made of (hat ftory by Eufebius and ptfcrs; 
whence it became tjie general opinion of the tauftf&in 
our author's da^9,'that, by the death of the GRfeAT Pa*, 
was meant the crucifixion of oaf Saviour. s ' 

^fcay 



^j witji.thfi . wqrft of. Ipthen.dqtage w* 
(Vain, men T) the mootfer woman, deify ; 
Find ftar?^ and tip pur f^tcs there,, ip.a face, 
And Parstdife in thenyby whonv we loft it, place. 
What different faults, corrupt our Mufes thus ! 
Wanton as girls j as old wives, fabulous ! 

Thy fpotlefs ftlu(e, like Mary, did contain 
The boundfef* Godhead ; (he did well difefain 
That her eternal verfe employed fhould be 
On a left fubjeft than eternity ; 
And for a facred miftrefs fcorhM to take, 
But h^r, whom God hiinfelf fcorn'd not his fpoufe 

to make. 
It (in a kind) her miracle did do ; 
A fruitful mother was, and virgin.too. 
ftbw well (blfcft fwan) did fate contrive thy 
death (>]; 
And made thee render up thy tuneful breath 
-In thy great miftrefs* arms J thou moflr divine 
And richeft offering of Loretto's fhrine ! 
. Whfre, like fome holy facrifice, t'expire* 

A fever burns thee, and love lights the fire* 
: - Angeb (they fey) brought the fam'd chapel there, 
\* Aw* So* the; facred load in triumph through the air. 

[g] Mr. Crtftmw died of a fever at Loretto, being newly 
v - fholen cftoon of thatchurch. Cowley. 

K 3 *Tis 
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*Ti$ furer muct, they brought thee jhere ; and tfcira 
And thou, their charge, went firigingall the way. 

Pardon, my toother church, iJF I confent 
That angels led him, when from thee he went; 
For even in erroj: fure no danger is, 
When join'd with fo mucfy piety as his. 
Ah, mighty God, with fhame Ifpeak't, and grief^. 
Ah that our gre^teft faults were in belief! 
And our weak reafon were ev'n weaker yet, ; 
Rather than thus pur wills too ilrpng for it ! . 
]His faith, perhaps, in fome nice tenets might, 
Be wrong ; his lift, I'm fure, was in the right £ £J. 
And I myfelf a catholic will be, ... - t w - 

So far at leaft,great faint, to pray te* thee. -y 

Hail, bard triumphant [/] ! and fome care beftow 
On us, the poets militant below ! 

• "' ■ ">- : '^ : 

[&] Hence th(? famous Jines of Mr. Pope, which hyre 
given fuoh fcandal to fome, and triumph jo others, only 
becaufe both parties have been more in hafte to apply 
than understand them — 

" For modes of faith let gracplefs zealots fight, 
" His can't be wrong, whofe life is in the right. 9 
[f] Hail, bard triumphant!] Hence the apoftrophe of 
Mr. Pope, but not fo happily applied, as here — - , ^ 
" Hail, bards triumphant, born in happier days !" , 
. Eflay on Grit, vet, 1 89. 
Oppos'd 



OpposM by our M'&^;im^l8aSS&; ^ . ' ' 
Attadfd by envy, rf^yignoi^^ ,?> ' r '^ * 
Enchain^tyltfa^ '' 

Exposed by t jWSt-Id^tbfivage Watts axiti fifti [i]. 
Thou from low earth hi iic^e^rfamfeVcJidft fife, 
And, like Elijah, fnbtitit aliv* tl4e IklW- ' - ' 
ElUha-like(but with- a wifti mtieh fcfs; '»'■■■ ■ 
More fit thy gfeatneft, add my 1ittleh'6fi) ' - 
Lo here I beg (I Whoi» thbtTohce didflpfovte 
So humble tb fcifofcm; fd gbotf to love)' ' 
Not that thy ij>irit ihight o^me doubled b^ ; ' 
I a& buttarff thy^ifilghty fpirft for nrt. ';<:■ 
And, when njy Mufe fqars with fo ftrong a wing, . 
Twill learn of thipgs divine, and firft of thee, to 
fing, ; ^ / T 



Imitation of Martial [/J, Lib, V. Ep. xxi. 

• ■■ i 
" SI tecum mihi, care Mart ialis, 
" Sccuris liceat frm dicbus ; 

[i] Expos'd by tyrant-love to Javage beajj find fires.'] 
As the prynkive Chriffians were, by, the &rmt*J>*tt of 
their pagan peffecutors. Anon. 
' [/] Ed. Maittaire, LoncL 1716. 

K4 «Si 



" Si di ff ftW * fari ypf oaofa*> ; v ;: * ->: 

" Et tcr* porta* vwar**k*i ./:»■> *■> / T 

" Ncc nos atsivra <lotnD{yottTXQX** • 

*- Ncc Hms ietr*ca*> forun*jue triG*. 

«* Noflemus nee iwagings fuperba* « 

« Sedgeftatio, fiabuh^ Ubclli, 

*f Campus, porticos, tunhn^ virgp; thftra* f 

" Haec^ffent Idea temper,; hi laboresv 

* c Nunc vivit fihi neuteayheit, bqn6iqqje 

" Soles efljugere, atque ^bircfemtit; • - "^ 

" Qpi ©obit percent,; & hripiuantiurf. - ' > 

" Qmiquagxvivcrc cub* iciat, raoijaJair}. , * v * v -: * 

T F, deafftft friehd, ft ipy good; fete -rffiglit ba ; 
■*; "P* Wjbj at Olke a quiet life ahdthfeej; 
If we for happinefi could leifurc find [to], * 

Aodwendcriog thm in*? a method bin^-j *r? .;• 
We flioul^ not fure the great man's favour need* ■ 
Nor on long hopes, the court's thin diet, feed. • 

[m] ifwe'Jir 'baffimfs coutd titfire JtnJt\ An fa^ulfite 
line! of which. Mn Gray feit r and has eapwflfed; all the 
pathos, when, in his Hyirm to Adverfty* be ftid— 
44 Sca/d at thy. frown ftpiific, fly 
"Self-pIeafeigFolly^ldlebrfeod, 
" Wad Laughter, Noife, and tho^We* Joy, 
tl And have us kifurt to he god* Anok. 

We 



Wc fhould not p^wnce-fiad^ dwly ito h^ar ' 
Tte**ta*fe*a» ;ut*4a*^%to**Pr^ * 
Wc fli*il<jhii** hriMdtfMl^aAfytrfc,*. . .• 
Or talk, in ladies chamb*r% tove and news ; 
But books and wife difcbiirfe, gardens and fields, 
Audi all «*>Js <W*}i|«^ 
Thick fummer fliades, where winter ftill does lye ; 
Bright winter fires, that fnttuner'a part iupply. 
Step* ^m&ttittiW <*#* £<X*te4itQ*i&k^ 
Or bound u* ajij|jwj^ t l^t ffgrifi^J^ 
Free, but not favage or ungracious mirth; , 
Rich wines, to give it quick and cafy birth. 
A few companions, which ourfelves (hould chufe, 
A gentle miftreft, and a gentler Mnfe. ' 
Such, dearcft ftk^fiiehi, wit^^ddyb^Aouldu^ 
Our place, ow bufiimft, an£cw eduprigri »*"*• "*• 
Now to himft^ ah% does iie^er ii^ .-.,..*■ ■-- 
But fees good funs* *tf whichwe aro txxghre - 
A Grift account,, fct and inarch *hkk away t 
Knows a man hpw toBvc, abd/dpta hrfeiy? . 
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A N A C H E N T I C S [n] ]Jh 



R, 

Some Copies of Verfcs translated Paraphrafti- 
calljr outof Anacreon, 

'" : •— .:■'-.: :*.? : " • f - ; 



LOVE. 

I?LL £ng of heroes, and of kings; -^ t <-.' 
In mighty number^ mighty things. •■. , . -.- Va 
Begin, my Mufe; bit ley the firings "■» **( -:* ■ *' 
To my great fong, rebellious prove; * •> • • 
The firings will found of nought, but lore. • A" 
I broke them all, and put on new ; .' .. ;i". 

'Tis this, or nothing fure, will do. 
Thefe fure (faid I) will me obey ; 
Thefe fure heroic notes will play. 

[n] Thefe Anacreontics (hew, that the author wanted 
neither eafe of expreffion nor the grace of numbers, when 
he followed the bent of his own tefte and genius. 

*—*>:'- Straight 



Straight I began with thundering JpVe, 
An*itflth'iihix^ ; l '!" ; ^" 1 

Love fhriTd; and frWmy*e^]f^l^ryre ' '■~' i * 
Came gentle airs, fuch as infpire 
Melting love, and foftdefire. 
Farewel, then, heroes, farewel tings, 
And mighty numbers, mighty things : 
Love tunes my heart juft to my firings. 

: . '' ; : ■ u 't •■ \ :• n. . ••---■ ■'■;-. 

DRINKING, 

THE thirfty earth foaks up the rain, 
And drinks, and gapes for drink again. 
The plants fuck if* the $arth, and are, .: ; ;** ' 

With conftant, drinking frefh and fair. •'-/'' 

The fea itfelf, which, one would think, 
Should have but little need of drink, 
Drinks ten thoufand rivers up, 
So fill'd, that they o'erflow the cup. 
The bufy fun (and one would guefi, ", 

By's drunken fiery face, no lefs) 
Drinks up the fea ; and when he'as done, 
The moon and ftars drink up the fun. 
They drink and dance by their own light, 

They drink and revel all the night. 

Nothing 
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Nothing in r#tw?f , .^cx fywuk ,.„ , 
But aneterpal heafckgo$ajQu«L ., 

Fill up the bowl thcp^ fill it hig}:, 

Fill all the glafcs tKeje r fojr. why ^ 

Should every creature drink, bqtl. 
Why, man of morals, tell mc why ? " 

in. 

BEAUTY. 

LIBERAL nature did difpenfe 
To all things arrai for their Aftnce ; 
And fome flie aijns witji fincwy foicc^ ..... 
And fome, with fvyiftnefs in the cpurfe ; 
Some, with' hard hooffo or forjeed cfows; 
And fome, with honx*> or tufted jaws ; 
And fome with fcales, aud fome with wings*. 
And fome with teeth, and fome with ftings. 
Wifdom to man flie ctid afford, 
Wifdom for fhield, and wit for (word. 
Whit to beauteous woman-kin^, 
What arms, what ax^nour, has (he aflign'd ? 
Beauty is both; for with the fair 
What arms, what armour,, can compare \ 
What ftesl,, what gold^ or. diampnd, 
More itapaffible.is foiyict? 



And 



And yet whit flam^ : 'irtibeBl^iidf^ 1 H?^ ~ -"^I 

So great an aftive feftfe-ffifffteSf* - & 

They are all wez^i i^'^K^^' : ' r 

Like pofctiplttes/fttjm wry pirt. ; ' " 

Wh&c^, 'allay tittlr"^^ " : •- " ; - 

Arm'd, when tft^'&eifir^vesiiiijfgfs, ~ " ' ? '"'' 
Cap-a-pee with nttkefinefe V 

" f *ri * : - • 

TH'E fctXEL. * 

YES, I will-lpve then, I wWlore* 
I will not now love's rebel prove, ' »* 

Though I was once his enemy • "* y 

Though, ill-advis'd and Ihibborn, I 
'Did to the combat him defy. 
An helmet, fpear, and mighty fliield, 
Like fome new Aja*, I did wield* 
Love in one hand his bow did tike. 
In th' other hand a dart did (hake. 
But yet in vain the dart did. throw, 
In vain he often drew the bow. 
So well my armour dii refiffc, 
So oft by flight the blow I pjifs'd. 
But, when I thought all differ paj^ 
His quiver emptied quite at Iaff, 

3 Inftead 



Inftead of arrow, or of 4art, 

He fliot himfclf into my heart. 

The living and the killing arrow 

Ran through the flrin, the fleft, the blood, 

And broke the bones, and fcorch'd the marrow ; 

No trench or work of life withftood. . 

In vain I now the walls maintain*. , 

I fet out guards and fcouts in vain, 

Since th* enemy does within remain. 

In vain a breaft-plate now I weai 1 , 

Since in my breaft the foe I bear. 

In vain my feet their fwiftnefs try J • 

For from the body can they fly ? . * 

▼•• 

A G £. 

OF T am I by the women told. 
Poor Anacreod, thou grow'ft old : 
Look, how thy hairs are falling all ; 
Poor Anacreon, how they fall I 
Whether I grow old or no, 
By th 9 efiefts I do not know. 
This I know, without being told, 
TTU time to live, if I grow old; 



?♦ 
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Tis time ihort pleafuresiK*r to \Ab, ->v :^.f 

Oflittlc life the beftto.mak^v,.. : , .-.■,:" i? 
And manage wifely the Uft ftafefc - - 

WHEN all the Aatrlrft te^tB^ told ' 
(The endlefs funis of heaventy *£bld) ; • ; 
Or, when the hai rfc Mart i*fcfebi?a ill ; 
From fickly aututhift head that faff, 
Or, when the drops that' iriake the ^fea,' '" 
Whilft all her fends tfty> counted be; : *' 
Thou then, and thou alone, may'ft prove 
Th* arithmetician of my love. 
An hundred loves at Athens fcore, 
At Corinth write an hundred more : 
Fair Corinth does fuch beauties bear, 
So few is an efcaping there [*]; 
Write then at Chios feventy-three ; . 
Write then at Lefbos (let me fee) 
Write me at Lefbos ninety down, 
Full ninety loves, and half a one. 

[o] — an efitping there.] A ftrpke of moral fatire, ffid 
in, on that city, fo infamous for its brotheiiy* The poet 
isfage,even ia thefe mad Anacreontics. 
; And 
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Andncxt toAtfftefl^rprttet l 

The fair Ionian regirpcbt. 

And next the Caria* tMpfttjt, 

Five hundred both effe&ively [f]. 

Three hundred more at Kfades and Crete; 

Three hundred *ti v Bm &bc» ccdplrtc ; 

For arms at Crete «acb face does bear, 

And every eye's an archer flwrc. 

Go on ; this ftpp wjiy dcrft thop jou&e ? 

Thou think'ft, perhaps, that I mifcke. 

Seems this to thee too great a Aim ? 

Why, many ttjoufands are to -cow 3 

The mighty Xences could not boaft 

Such different nations in his hoft. 

On; for my love, if thou be'ft weary, 

Muft find fbme better fecretary. 

I have not yet my Perfian told, 

Nor yet my Syrian loves enroll'd, 

Nor Indian, nor Arabian; 

Nor Cyprian loves, nor African $ 

Nor Scythian, not Italian flames; 

There's a whole nujp behind of names : 

Of gentle loves iW temperate zone, 

nAndecdd^oes in the frigid zone ; 

\f\ ^eff&Hvfy.') Thetermintifc'wai'railitafyineii 
{aod therefore humovtfodfly *ftfted 'here) for comfktefy. 

Cold 






Cold frozen loves, /vjr^wHjc^ I piuc^ , A 

And parched loves, beneath -thajjne* . /. T 

. , " vii. r : " 
. ■ • cx>xa>.^. , 

A MIGriTV'pain^olo'Wrtis, 
And 'tis a pain that pain to rfiifsi 
But of all pains the greateft pain 
It is to love, but love in Vain. 
Virtue now, rfor noble Vkrtx^ 5 ' ' 
Nor wit by love is undei*fto6di 
Gold alone do6s paffion'move,'* 
Gold monopolizes love! ' y '" : 

A curfe on her, and oh the man v ;/1 

Who this traffic firft began ! v. 

A curfe on him who found the ore ! - ,r/ 

A curfe on him who digg'd the ftore ! 
A curfe on him who did refine it ! 
A curfe on him who firft did coin it ! 
A curfe, all curfes e!fe above, 
On him, who us'd it firft in love ; 
Gold begets in brethren hate, 
Gold, in families debate ; 
Gold, does friendships feparate, 
Gold, docs civil wars create. 

Vol. T. < L Thefq 
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Thefc the fmaflcft harms of it ! 
Gold, alas, does love beget* 

VIII. 
THE EPICURt 

FILL the bowl with rofy wine, 
Around our temples rofes twine ; 
And let us chearfully awhile, 
Like the wine and rofes, fmile. 
Crown'd with rofes, we contemn 
Gyges* wealthy diadem. 
To-day is ours ; what do we fear ? 
To-day is ours ; we have it here. 
Let's treat it kindly, that it may 
Wifh, at leaft, with us to flay. 
Let's banifh bufinefs, banifh forrow; 
To the gods, belongs to-morrow. 

IX. 

ANOTH £ R. 

UNDERNEATH this myrtle fhade, 
On flowery beds fupinely laid, 
With odorous oils my head'o'er-flowing* 
And around it rofes growing* 

Wha 



What fhould I do but drink away 
The heat and troubles of the day i 
In this more than kingly ftate, 
Love himfelf fhall on me wait. 
Fill to me, love, nay, fill it up ; 
And mingled caft into, the cup, 
Wit, and mirth, and noble fires, 
Vigorous health, and gay defires* 
The wheel of life no Jefif will.ftay 
In a fmooth, than rugged way. 
Since it equally does flee, 
Let the motion pleafant be. 
Why do we, precious ointments fhower, 
Nobler wines why, do we pour, 
Beauteous flowers why do we fpread, 
Upon the monuments of the dead ? 
Nothing they but.duft can fhow, ' 
Or bones, that haften to be, lb. 
Crown me with fofes whilft I live, 
Now your wines and ointments give* 
After death I nothing crave, 
Let me alive my pleafures have ; 
All are Stoics in the grave. 



La SCTHt 
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x. 

THE GRASSHOPPER. 

HAPPY infeft, what can be, 
In happinefs, compared to thee ? 
Fed with nourifhment divine, 
The dewy morning's gentle wine ! 
Nature waits upon thee ftill, 
And thy verdant cup does fill, 
'Tis fill'd, wherever thou doft tread, 
Nature's felPs thy Ganymed. 
Thou doft drink, and dance, and fing ; 
Happier, than the happieft king ! 
All the fields, which thou doft fee, 
All the plants, belong to thee, 
All that fummer hours produce, 
Fertile made with early juice, 
Man for thee does fow and plow ; 
Farmer he, .and landlord thou I 
Thou doft innocently joy, 
Nor does thy luxury deftroy ; 
The fhepherd gladly heareth thee, 
More harmonious than he. 
Thee, country hinds with gladnefs hear, 
Prophet of the ripen'd year ! 
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Thee, Phoebus loves, and does infpire ; 

Phoebus is himfelf thy fire. 

To thee, of all things upon earth, ' 

Life is no longer than thy mirth. 

tlappy infeft, happy thou 

Doft neither age nor winter know. 

But, when thou'ft drunk, and dane'd, and fung 

Thy fill, the flowery leaves among, 

(Voluptuous, and wife, with all, 

Epicurean animal !) 

Sated with thy fummer feaft, 

Thou retir'ft to endlcfs reft. 

XI. 

THE SWALLOW. 

FOOLISH prater, what doft thou 
So early at my window do, 
With thy tunelefs ferenade ? 
Well 't had been, had Tereus made 
Thee, as dumb, as Philomel ; 
There his knife had done but well. 
In thy undifcover'd neft 
Thou doft all the winter reft, 
And dreameft o'er thy fummer joys, 
Free from the ftormy feafon's noifc ; 

L 3 Free 
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Free from th' ill thou'ft done to me : 
Who djfturbs, or fpeks out thee ? 
Hadft thou all the charming notes 
Of the wood's poetic throats, 
All thy art could wve^ pay 
What thou'ft ta'en from me away ; 
Cruel bird, thou'ft ta'en away 
A dream out of my arms to-day, 
A dream, that rie'er mu ft equal'd be 
By all that wakipg eyes may lee. 
Thou, this damage to repair, 
Nothing half fo fweet or fair, 
Nothing half fo good can'ft bring, 
Though men fay, Thou bring" Jl the fprlng. 

"XII. 

ELEGY UPON ANApREQN, 

who was choaked by a Gra5e>e«»9tone. 

Spoken by the God x>f Love. 

HOW Hull I lament thine end, 
My beft fervant, And myfrichd ? 
Nay, and, if frbm a deity 
So much deified as I, 

It 
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It found not too profane and odd, 

Oh my matter, and my god ! 

For 'tis true, moft mighty poet, 

(Though I like not, men fhould know it) 

I am in naked nature lefs, 

Lefs by much, than in thy drefs. 

All thy verfe is fofter far 

Than the downy feathers are 

Of my wings, or of my arrows, 

Of my mother's doves, or fparrows. 

Sweet, as lovers frefheft kifles; 

Or, their riper following bliffes ; 

Graceful, cleanly, fmooth, and round, 

All with Venus* girdle bound ; 

And thy life was all the while 

Kind and gentle, as thy flyle. 

The fmooth-pac'd hours of ev'ry day * 

Glided numerouily away. 

Like fhy verfe, each hour did pafs ; 

Sweet and fhort, like that it was. 

Some do but their youth allow me, 
Juft what they, by nature, owe me ; 
The time, that's mine, and not their own, 
The certain tribute of my crown. 
When they grow old, they grow to be 
Joo bufy, or too wife, for me. 

h 4 . Thou 
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Thou wcrt wifcr, and didft kno\y. 
None too wife for love can grow ; 
Love was with thy life cntwin'd 
Clofe, as heat with fire is join'd, 
A powerful brand pjrefcrib'd the date 
Of thine, like Meleager's fate. 
Th' antiperiftafis [f ] of age 
More enflam'd thy amorous rage ; 
Thy filver hairs yielded ine more, 
Than even golden curls, before. 
Had I the power of creation, 
As I have of generation, 
Where I the matter muil obey, 
And cannot work plate out of clay ; 
My creatures fhould be all like thee, 
'Tis thou fhould their idea be. 

[f ] Antiperiftafis] This hard word only means, cmz 
frtjton. The word is ufed by naturalifh to exprefi the 
power, which one quality has, h prtffing ** all fide$, to 
augment its contrary : as here the cold, with which old age. 
is environed, increafes heat. He express this quaint 
idea more plainly in two verfes of The Mistress (left 
cut in this collection), where he fays— 

44 Flames their moft vigorous heat do hold, 

" And purcft light ? xicompafii round with cM n 

Tie fyqufft % St. 3. 

They, 
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They, like thee, fhould throughly hate 

Bufinefs, honour, title, ftate. 

Other wealth they fhould not know, 

But what my living mines beftow ; 

The pomp of kings they fliould confefs 

At their crownings to be lefs 

Than a lover's humbleft guife, 

When at his miftrefs' feet he lies. 

Rumour they no more fhould mind 

Than men fafe-landed do, the wind ; 

Wifdom itfelf they fhould not hear, 

When it prefumes to be fevere. 

Beauty alone they fhould admire ; 

Nor look at fortune's vain attire, 

Nor afk what parents it can fhew ; 

With dead, or old, t' has nought to do. 

They fliould not love yet all, or any, 

But very much, and very many. 

All their life fliould gilded be 

With mirth, and wit, and gaiety, 

Well remembering, and applying 

The neceffity of dying. 

Their chearful heads fhould always wear 

All that crowns the flowery year. 

They fhould always laugh, and fing, 

And <}ance, and ftrikc t# harmonious firing, 

" " ' Vcrfc 
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Vcrfc Ihould fror^ their tongu? £9 Aqwj 
As if it in the mouth did grow> 
As fwiftly anfwering their command. 
As tunes obey the artful b^nd. 
And, whilft I do thus difcover 
Th' ingredients of a happy lover, 
'Xis, my Anacreon, for thy fake 
I of the grape no mention make. 

Till my Anacreon by thee fell, 
Curfed plant, j lov'd thee well. 
And 'twas oft rny wanton ufe, 
To dip my arrows in thy juice. 
Curfed plant, Vis. true, I fee, 
The old report that goes of Jthec, 
That with giants blood the earth 
Stain'd and poifon'd gave .tfcee birth, 
And now thou wreak'ft thy ancient ,fpight 
On men, in whom the gods delight* 
Thy patron Bacchus, 'tis no wonder, 
Was brought forth in flames and thunder ; 
In rage, in quarrels, and in fights, 
Worfe than his tigers, he delights 
In all our heaven I think thqre be [r] 
No fuch ill-natur'd god as he. 

[r] — / think tJxre be] "I think,. Crab, my dog be 
the foureir-ratured .dog that lives," [SbakeJ]^ Two Gent. 



Tfi 



ou 
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Thou pfettfideft, traiterous wine, 
To be the Mufes friend and mine. 
With love and wit thou doft begin, 
Falfe fires, alas, to draw us in, , 
Which, if our courfe we by them keep, 
Mifguide to madnefs, or to fleep. 
Sleep were well ; thou'ft learnt a way 
To'daath itfelf now to betray. 

It grieves me, when I fee what fate 
Does on the beft of mankind -wait. 
Poets, or lovers, let them be, 
'Tis neither love nor poefy 
Can arm agaiaft death's fmalleft dart 
The poet's head, or lover's heart. 
But, when their life, in its decline, 
Touches th' inevitable line, 
All the world's mortal to 'em then, 
And wine is aconite to men. 

ef Verona, A.u. & 3] Se 9 for am or is 9 was originally 
the miftake of one mode for another. It, aftcrwards v grew 
into credit; and feemed to take an air of confiftency and 
' regularity, when fomebcdy had bethought himfelf to ufe, 
4//? y in the Second Perfon, fox^rt* Hence, what gram- 
marians call, the double- form in the Indicative Prefent-of 
jthe Auxiliary, lobe. It is, now, defervedly exploded. 

Nay, 



156 POEMS OF 

Nay, in death's hand, the grape-ftone proves 
As ftrong, as thunder is in Jove's, 

XI. 
THE CHRONICLE. 

A BALLAD {>]. 



■V1ARGARJTA firft poffefs'd, 
If I remember w$ll, my breaft, 

Margarita, firft of all ; 
But, when a while the wanton maid 
With my reftlefs heart had play'd, 

Martha took the flying ball. 

2. 

Martha foon did it rcfign 

To the beauteous Catharine. 

[j] This agreeable Ballad has had juftice done 1 
Nothing is more famous, even in our days, than Cow 
m'tfirsjpii. 

Beaut 
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Beauteous Catharine gave place 
'(Though loth and angry Ihe to part 
With the poffeffion of my heart) 

To Elifa's conquering face. 

3- 
Elife till this hour might reign, 

Had fhe not evil counfels ta'en : 

Fundamental laws Ihe broke, 
And ftill new favorites (he chofe, 
Till up in arms my paffions rofe, 
. And caft away her yoke. 

4- 
Mary then and gentle Anne 

Both to reign at once began ; 

Alternately they fway'd: 
And fbmetimes Mary was the fair, 
And fometimes Anne the crown did wear, 

And fometimes both V obey'd. 

Another Mary then arofe, 

And did rigorous laws impofe : 

A mighty tyrant, fhe! 

Long, alas, fhould I have been 

Under that iron-fcepter'd queen, 

Had not Rebecca fet me free. 

6. When 
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6. 

When fair Rebecca fet me free, 

'Twas then a golden time with me; 
But foon thofe pleafures fled : 
For the gracious princefi dy'd 
In her youth and beauty's pride, 

And Judith reigned in her ftwtcL 

7- 

One month, three-days, ^d,half An hpury 
Judith held the foverefgnpow$r : 
Wondrous beautiful her face ; 

But fo weak and fmall her wit, 

That fhe to govern was unfit, 

And fo Bufanna took her place. 

8. 

But, when Jfchella came, 

Arm'd with a refiftlefs flame, 
And th' artillery of her eye ; 

Whilft fhe proudly march'd about 

Greater conquefts to find out, 

She beat out Sufan by the bye. 

9. 

But in her place I then obey'd 

Black-ey?dBc6,.hcr ykwy-i8»i& 



To 
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To whom enfu'd a Vacancy. 
Thoufand worfe paffioris then pdfteft*d 
The interregnum of my breSaft : 

Blefs me from fuch an anarchy ! 

10. 

Gentle Henrietta than [/], 

And a third Mary next began ; 

Then Joan, and jane, and Audria, . . 
And then a pretty Thomafirie, 
And then another Katharine, 

And tKeh a long et cat era. 

II. 

_ But fhould I now'to you relate, 

The ftrength and riches of their flate, 
The powder,-'patches, and the pins, 
The ribbands, jewels, and the rings, 
The lace, the paint, and warlike things, 
That make up all their magazines : 

[/] — than] So fpelt (as many otner words intheFe 
poems are) for theffatce'oftherh^me. He Rid learned 
this art, or licence rather, -from Spenfer, who 4>ra&ifed it 
very frequently. But he might have learned better things 
fronf our old poet, if this early favourite of his youth had 
bees taken for the model of his riper age. 

12. If 
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12. 

If I fliould tell the politic arts 

To take and keep mens hearts ; 

The letters, embaflies, and fpics, 
The frowns, and fmiles, and flatteries, 
The quarrels, tears, and perjuries, 

Numberlefs, namelefs myfterics I 

J 3- 
And all the little lime-twigs laid 

By Machiavel, the waiting-maid ; 

I more voluminous fhould grow 
(Chiefly, if I like them fhould tell 
All change of weathers [a] that befell) 

Than Holinfhead or Stow. 

14- 
But I will briefer with them be, 

Since few of them were long with me. 

An higher and a nobler ftrain 
My prefent emperefs does claim, 
Heleonora, firft oUF name ; 

Whom God grant long to reign ! 

[«] — change of weathers] His brilliarit wit, for ODCC f 
is well placed. 

* xn. ode. 
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■iswfc 4&^u 4&9l jfam ^ewat ^^ 

•fcSwSf ^^ VuSf Hwflf IMF to*? 



XII. 
O D E* 

ACME and SEP TIM I US; 

Out of Catullus. 

TXTHIL ST on Septimius* panting breaft, 

(Mearirhg nothing lefs than reft) 
Acme lean'd her loving head, 
Thus the pleas'd Septimius faid ; 

My deareft Acme, if I be 
Once alive, and love not thee 
With a paffion far above 
All that e'er was called love, 
In a Libyan defert may 
I become fome lion's prey ; 
Let him, Acme, let him tear 
My breaft, when Acme is not there. 

The god of love, who flood to hear him, 
(The god of love was always near him) 
Vol. 1/ M Pleas'd 
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Pleas'd and tickled with the found, 
Sneez'd aloud : and all around 
The little loves, that waited by, 
Bow'd, and blefs'd the augury. 
Acme, inflam'd with what he faid, 
Rear'd her gently-bending head, 
And, her purple mouth with joy 
Stretching to the delicious boy, 
Twice (and twice could fcarce foffice) 
She kifs'd his drunken, rowling eyes. 

My little life, my all (faid ftie), 

So may we ever fervants be 

To this beft god, and ne'er retain 

Our hated liberty again, 

So may thy paflion laft for me, 

As I a paflion have for thee, 

Greater and fiercer much than can 

Be conceiv'd by thee, a man. 

Into my marrow is it gone, 

Fix'd and fettled in the bone ; 

It reigns not only in my heart, 

But runs, like life, through ev'ry part. 

She fpoke ; the god of love, aloud, 

Sneez'd again ; and all the crowd 

Of little loves, that waited by, 

Bow'd, and blefs'd the augury. 
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This good omen thus from heaven, 

Like a happy fignal, given, 

Tlieir loves and lives (all four) embrace, 

And hand in hand run all the race. 

To poor Septimius (who did now 

Nothing elfe but Acme grow) 

Acme's bofom was alone 

The whole worWV imperial throne ; 

And to faithful Acme's mind 

Septimius was all human kind. 

If the gods would pleafe to be 

But advis'd for once by me, 

I'd advile them, when they ipy 

Any illuftrious piety, 

To reward her, if it be fhe ; 

To reward him, if it be he ; 

With fuch a hufband, fuch a wife'[*i/], 

With Acme's and Septimius' life. 

[*w] — fu<h a hufband, fuch a wife] It is to be ob» 
fcrved, to the honour of our author's morals, and good 
taitc, that, by this little deviation from his original* he 
has converted a loofe love -poem into a fober epithala- 
roium. We have all the grace, and, what is more, all the 
warmth of Catullus, without his indecency. 

Ma X^THE. 
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xin. 

THE PRAISE OF PINDAR [*], 
AN ODE: 

In Imitation of Horace, 4 Od, u. 

1. 

piNDAR is imi table by none; 

The phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone. 
Who e'er, brut Daedalus, with waxen wings could fly, 
And neither fink too low, nor foar too high ? 

What could he, who followed, claim, 
But of vain boldnefs the unhappy fame, 

And, by his fall, a fea to name ? 

[x] Tbepraife of Pindar.) This, and the three follow- 
ing odes are in the number of thofe, which Mr. Cowley 
calls, Pindaric: an exquifite fort of poetry, to which his 
ftyU was very ill fuited ; being, for the moft part, carelefc, 
and, fometimes, affe&edly vulgar. — The ideas, in this ode, 
are from Horace ; but the fpirit and exprdfton, arc tke 
writer's own. 

Pindar's 

6 
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Pindar's unnavigable fong, 
Like a fwoln flood from fome ftecp mountain, pours 

; along: 
: "The ocean meets with fuch a voice 
From his enlarged mouth, as drowns the ocean's noife. 

2. 

So Pindar does new words and figures roul 
Down his impetuous dithyrambic tide, 

Which in no channel deigns t* abide, 

Which Neither "banks nor dikes contrdul. 

Whether th' immortal gods he fings 

In a no lefs immortal ftrain ; 
Or the great afts of god-defcended kings, 
Who in his numbers ftill furvive and reign. 

Each rich embroidered line, 
Which their triumphant brows around, 

By his facred hand, is bound, 
Does all their ftarry diadems outfhine. 

3- 
Whether at Pifa's race he pleafe 
Tq carve in polifh'd verfe the conquerors images : 
-Whetiier the fwift, the fldlful, or the ftrong, 
'fie downed in his nimble, artful, vigorous fong : 
5 '° * : ' : M 3 Whether 
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Whc ther fomc brave young itaan'a untimely fate, 

In words worth dying for, he celebrate, 

Such mournful, and fnch pleafing words, 

As joy to'his mother's and his miftref^ grief affords : 
He bids him live and grow in fame, 
Among the ftars he flicks his name [ y ] ; 

The grave can but the drofs of him devour ; 

So fmall is death's, fo great the poet's, po^er. 

4t 
Lo, hoyv th' obfequious wind, and fwdEn,g, 3$** 

The Theban fwan [_z] does upwards bee? 
Into the walks of clouds, where he does play, 
And with extended wings open his liquid way, 

Vv Iiilft, alas, jny tkn'rous lylufe 

Unambitious tracks purfuetfj 

[y ] Among thenars fafJcks bis name] 
" Stellis inferere, et concilio Jovis." Hon 3 0d. xxv. 6~ 
Cowley. 

[21] The Tbekvi /ivan] Mr, Gray calls him, the Tbelam 
eagle ; but the imagery of both poets is much the fame. 
— - " tho* he inherit 
** Nor the pride, nor ample pinion, 

" That the Theban eagle bear 
" Sailing with f.;preme dominion ' 

*' Thro' the azure deep of air.* Progrefsof Poctty» 

Doe*, 
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Dftos, with weak unballaft wings, 
About the moffy brooks and fprings ; 
About the trees new-bloffora'd heads, 
About the gardens painted beds, 
About the fields and flowery meads, 
And all inferior beauteous things, 

Like the laborious bee, 
For little drops of honey flee [a\ 
And there with humble fweets contents her induftry. 

XIV. 

BRUTUS [*]. 

ANODE. 

Tj* XCELLENT Brutus, of ail human race 

The beft, till nature was improv'd by grace, . 

[a] ~-ftce\ The proper word had been fly^ if the 
rhyme would have given leave. To JUe % is properly to 
move with [peed out of the way of danger ; toffy, to move 
with fpeed on WINGS. 

[£] The fubjeft of this ode feems to have been 

chofen by the poet, for the fake of venting his indig- 

M 4 Till 
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Till men above thcmfelvcs faith raifcd more, 

Than reafon above beafts, before. 
Virtue was thy life's centre, and from thence 
Did filently and conftantly difpenfe 
The gentle vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference : 
And all the parts upon it lean'd fo eafily, 
Obey'd the mighty force fo willingly, 

nation againil Cromwell. — It has been generally fuppofed, 
tfcat Mr. Cowley had no ear for harmony, and even no 
taite of elegant exprefiion. And one fhould be apt to 
think fo, from his untuned verfe and rugged fryle : but 
the cafe was only this: Donne and Jonfon were the fa< 
vourite poets of the time, and therefore the models, or 
which our poet was ambitious to form himfelf. But un 
happily thefe poets ajfcHed harm numbers and uncoutl 
expreffion ; and what they affeded, eafily came to b< 
^fpked upon as beauties. Even Milton himfelf, in hi 
younger days ? fell into this delufion. [See >his poem qi 
'Shake/pear.'] .But the vigour of his genius, or, perhaps 
his courfe of life, which led him out of the high-road o 
falhion, enabled him, in good time, to break through th< 
fcare of — exemplar.*vitiis imitabile. The court, which ha< 
worfe things to anfwer for, kept poor Cowley eternall; 
in it. Hc/hfook tlse cowverfation (lays Dr. Sprat, who de 
figned him a compliment in the observation), but neve 
'riH£ ^AN.CUAGfi QF T*J£ COURT. 

Tha 
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That none could difcord or diforder fee 

In all their contrariety. 
Each had his motion natural and free, 
And the whole no more mov'd, than the whole world 

could be. 



From the ftrift rule fome think that thou didft fwerve 
(Miftaken honeft men) in Caefar's blood : 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deferve 
From him, who kill'd himfelf, rather thin ferve ? 
Th' heroic exaltations of good 

Are fo far from underftood, 
We count them vice : alas, our fight's fo ill, 
That things, which fwifteft move, feem to ftand ftill. 
We look not upon virtue in her height, 
On her fupreme idea, brave and bright, ^. 

In the original light ; 
f- But as her beams reflefted pafs 
Through our own nature, or ill cuftom's glafs : 

And 'tis no wonder fo, 

If, with deje&ed eye, 
In Handing pools we feek the fky, 
That ftars, fo high above, fhould feem to us below. 



3. Can 
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3- 

Can we ftand by, and fee 

Our mother robb'd, and bound, and ravifh'd be, 
Yet not to her affiftance ftir, 

pleas'd with the ftrength and beauty of the ra- 
vifher [r] ? 
Or, fhaU we fear to kill him, if before 
The cancel'd name of friend he bore ? 
Ingrateful Brutus do they call ? 

Ingrateful Caefar, who could Rome enthral ! 

In a£t more barbarous and unnatural 

(In th' exact balance of true virtue tried) 

Than his fucceflbr Nero's parricide ! 

There^s none, but Brutus, could deferve 
That all men elfe fhould wi(h to ferve, 

[c] This is well put. But piety to the mother rauft not 
extinguim all regard for the mother's fins. Nothing con- 
tributed fo much, as the aflaflination of the firft Caefar, to 
bring on all thofe tragedies, with which the gloomy and 
unappeafable jealoufy of his fucceflbrs, afterwards, filled 
the Roman annals. The queition is not, what Caefar 
deferred, but what the true intereft of the Roman people 
required. For in thefe cafes, as Macbeth well obferves, 

" we but teach 

* Bloody inftructiona, which, being taught, return 
u To plague th' inventor"— Act I. S. viii. 

And 



MR. A. COWLEY. , ?t 

And Cae&r's ufurp'd place to him fhould proffer ; 
None can deferve 't, but be, who would refufe th* 
offer. 

4- 
111 fate aflum-d a body, thee t' Mfright, 
And wrapt itfelf i'th' terrors of the night, 
fll meet tbee «t Philippic faid the fpright : 
Pll meet thee there, faidft thou, 
With fuch a voice, and fuch a brow, 
As put the trembling ghoft to fudden flight ; 
It vanifh'd, as a taper's light 
Goes out, when fpirrts appear in fight. 
One would have thought, 't had heard the morning 
crow, 
Or feen her well-appointed ftar 
Come marching up the eaftern hill afar [<sf|. 
Nor durft it in Philippi's field appear, 

But unfeen attack'd thee there. 
Had it prefum'd in any lhape thee to oppofe, 
Thou wouldft have fore'd it back upon thy foes : 

[J] — eaftern hill afar \\ 
?' Till down the eaftern cliffs afar, 
* Hyperions march they fpy,and glittering (hafts of war* 

Mr. Gray. 

Or 
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Or flain *t, like Caefar, though it be 
A conqueror, and a monarch, mightier far than he. 



What joy can human things to us afford, 
When we fee perifh thus, by odd events, 

111 men, and wretched accidents, 
The beft caufe, and beft man that ever drew a fword ? 

When we fee 
. The falfe Oflavius, and wild Antony, 

God-like Brutus, conquer thee ? 
What can we fay, but thine own tragic word, 
That virtue, which had worfhip'd been by thee 
As the moft folid good, and greateft deity, 

By this fatal proof became 

An idol only, and a name ? 
Hold, noble Brutus, and reftrain 
The bold voice of thy generous difdain : 

Thefe mighty 'gulphs are yet 
Too deep for all thy judgement and thy wit. 
The time's fct forth already, which fhall quell 
Stiff reafon, when it offers to rebell ; 
». . Which thefe great fecrets fhall unfeal> , 

And new philofophies reveal. 

A few 
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A few years more, fo foon hadft thou not died, 
Would have confounded human virtue's pride, 
And fliew'd thee a God crucified. 

XV. 
To Mr, H o b b e s [ej. 



TTAST bodies of philofophy 
I oft have feen, and read ; 
But all are bodies dead, 
Or bodies by art fafhioned : 
I never yet the living foul could fee, 
But in thy books, and thee, 
'Tis only God can know 
Whether the fair idea thou doft fhow 
Agree intirely with his own, or no. 

[*] Mr. Hobbes was, at this time, the philofbpher in 
fafhion : and Mr. Cowley fpeaks the fafhionablc, rather 
than his own fenfe of him ; as appears from the exag- 
gerated ilrain of his panegyric. However, he does but 
juftice to the vigour of his fenfe, and the manly elegance 
of his ftyle : for the latter of which qualities, chiefly, his 
philosophic writings are now valuable* 

This 
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This I dare boldly tell, 
*Tis fo like truth, 'twill ferve our turn as well [/]* 
Juft, as in nature, thy proportions be, 
As full of concord, their variety ; 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft ; 
And all fo folid are, that they at leaft, 
As much as nature, emptinefs deteft* 

a. 

Long did the mighty Stagirite retain [#] 

The univerfal intellectual reign, 

Saw his own country's fhort-liv'd leopard flain [*]; 

The ftronger Roman^eagle did outfly [/], 

Oftner renewed his age, and faw that die ; 

[/] This I dare boldly tell, 

'Tzsjb like truth, 'tntiill ferve our turn as well."] The writer, 
indeed, is a poet : but this was rather too boldly faid. 

[g] Ariftotle; fo called from the town of Stagira, 
where he was born, fituated near the bay of Strymon ra 
Macedonia. Cowley. 

[b] Outlawed the Grecian empire, which, in the vifions 
of Daniel, is reprefented, by a leopard, with four wines 
upon the back, and four heads, chap. vii. 6. Cowley 1 . 

[i\ Was received even beyond the bounds of the Ro- 
man empire, and out-lived it. Cowley. 

Meccha 
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Meccha itfelf, in fpight of Mahomet, poflefs'd [i], 
And, chas'd by a wild deluge from the Eaft, 
His monarchy new planted in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one place ; 

So did this noble empire wafte, 

Sunk by degrees from glories paft, 
And in the fchool-mens hands it perilh'd quite at lafh 

Then nought but words it grew, 

And thofe all barbarous too : 
It perifh'd, and it vanifh'd there, 
The life and foul, breath'd out, became but empty 

air. 

[k] For Ariftotle's philofbphy was in great efteem 
among the Arabians or Saracens ; witnefs thole many ex- 
cellent books upon him, or according to his principles, 
written by Averrocs, Avicenna, Avempace, and divers 
others. In j'pigbt of Mahomet : becaufe his law, being 
adapted to the barbarous humour of thofe people he had 
firft to deal withal, and aiming only at greatnefs of em- 
pire by the fword, forbids all the iiudies of learning ; 
which (neverthelefs) flourimed admirably under the Sa- 
racen monarchy, and continued fo, till it was extinguifhed 
with that empire, by the inundation of the Turks, and 
other nations. Meccha is the town in Arabia where 
Mahomet was born. Cowlky. 

The 
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3- 
The fields, which anfwer'd well the ancients plough, 
Spent and out-worn, return no harveft now, 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie, 

And boaft of paft fertility, 
The poor relief of prefent poverty. 

Food and fruit we now mull want, 
Unlefs new lands we plant. 
We break up tombs with facrilegious hands ; 

Old rubbifh we remove ; 
To walk in ruins, like vain ghofts, we love. 
And with fond divining wands [/] 
We fearch among the dead 
For treafures buried, 
Whilft ftill the liberal earth does hold 
So many virgin mines of undifcover'd gold, 

4- 
The Baltic, Euxine, and the Cafpian, 
And flender-limb'd Mediterranean [m\ 

\J] Virgula divma y or a divining wand, is a two-forked 
branch of an hazel-tree, which is ufed for the finding out 
either of veins, or hidden treafures, of gold or filver ; and 
being carried about, bends downwards (or rather is laid to 
do fo) when it comes to the place where they lye. Cow- 

LEY. 

[«r] All the navigation of the ancients was in thefe 

Seem 
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Seem narrow creeks to thee, and only fit 
For the poor wretched jfifher-boats of wit. 
THy nobler veilel'the van; ocean tries, 

And nothing fees,* but feas arid flues, 
Till unknown regions itdefcries, * 
Thou great Columbus of the golden lands of new 
philofophies. 

Thy talk was harder muchj than his ; 
For thy learn'd America is 
• ■ Not only found out firft by thee, . . 
And rudely left to future induftry ;:".-:' 
But thy -eloquence, and thy;wit, . 
Has planted, peopled,. built,! and -cirilizMJt. 



. I little thought before, ",...:' 
(Nor, being my own felf fo poor, 
Could /comprehend fo vaft a. ftore) 
r That all the wardrobe of rich- eloquence 

Could have afforded half enough, 

*■ ■ • • -■ * » » « . . 

Of bright, °^ new, and lafting ftuf£ 
Tviloa&he the mighty limbs of thy gigantic feniefa]. 

, feas £ they' feldom ventured ' into the ocean ; and when 
[ th£y aid, did only liitus legere^ coaft about near the (hore. 

6SwLey. 
; n 1*] The meaning is, that his notions are fo new, and 

"Voi. L N Thy 
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Thy folid rsafpn, like the fliield from heaven , 

To the Trojan hero given [<?], 
Too ftrong to take a marl; from any mortal dart. 
Yet fhines with gold ^nd gems in every part, 
And wonders on it gravM by the learn'd hand of art; 

A fhieldj that gives delight 

Even to the enemies light, 
Then, when they're fure to lofe the combat by't [f]i 

6. 

Nor can the. fao\y, which now co!4 age docs (lied 
Upon thy ijeverend head, - ' ' 

Quench or allay the noble fires tyithin ; 

But all which thou haft been, ;• T 

fo great, that I did not thinV it had been poflible to have 
found out words to express them . clearly j^ as no ward- 
robe can fufnifli cloaths to fit a body taller and bigger 
than ever any was before : for the cloat&s were, made ac- 
cording to iome meafure that then was. Cowley. 

[o] See the excellent defcrigtion of this finely mada 
by Vulcan, at the requeft of Versus, for he r, fon JEneas, at 
the end of the eighth book of the jEneidj, 

— " et clypei non enarrabile 1, textura f M ' 
Whereon was graven all the Roman hiih>ry. CawLsr. 

'\f\ — tp hfe the combat ty't.] As nctf a,few did, wlp 
prefumed* with very unequal armf, to try the ^emper of 
that magic (hield ; which time and common facfe, how 
erer, have at length difenchanted. 
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And all that youth carr be, thou* rt yet ; 

So fully ftili doft thou 
Enjoy the manhood, and the bloom of wit, 
And all the natural heat, but not the feve* too. 
So contraries on iEtnaV top [$] confjire ; 
Here hoary frofts, and by them breaks out fire [r]. * 

[q\ So contraries on jEtna's top] By making tbcjrofls on 
jfitna's tofy a comparifon only, and not enlarging directly 
on the contrary qualities .of cold and heat, taken fometimes 
in the literal fenfe, and fometimes in the metaphorical, the 
poet has kept clear, in a good degree, of that mix* wit (as 
Mr. AddHon calk it), in which he fo much excelled and 
delighted. The^r* ofHohbef genius^ breaking out under 
the/in* of his gnp hairs^ might have been fet in fo many • 
different lights by our ingenious author, and have been 
worked up by him into fuch a variety of amufing C04- 
trafts, that the temperate ufe of his darling faculty, in this 
inflance, deferves our commendation. 

[r] The deferiptio^ of the neighbourhood of fire and 
faow upon >*Etna (but not the application of it) is imi- 
tated out of Claud. 1. i. de Rapm Prof. 

" Sed quamvis nimio fervens exuberet asftu, 
$i Scit nivibus fervare fidem, pariterque favillis 
" Durefcit glacies, tanti fecura vaporis, 
u Arcano defenfa gelu, fumoque fideli 
** Lambit contiguas innoxia flamma pruinas." 
Where, methinks, is fomewhat of that which Seneca ob* 
jedts to Ovid, Nefcivit quotf' bene cejjit relinquere. When 
he met with a fancy that pleafed him, he could not find 
.--..-. N a A fecure 
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A fecurc peace the faithful neighbours keep, 
Th' embolden'd fnow next to the flame does fleep. 

And, if we weigh, like thee, ' 

Nature, and caufes, we fhall fee 

That thus it needs muft be ; 
To things immortal time can do no wrong ; 
And that which never is to die, for ever muft be 

young. 

in his heart to quit, or ever to have done with it. Tacitui 
has the like expreffion of Mount Libanus, Pnecipuunt 
montium Libanum> mirum diStu y tantos inter arctores opaam, 
jidumque nivibus ; fhady among fuch great heats,, awl 
faithful to the fnow ; which is too poetical for the profe 
even of a romance, much more of an hiftorian. Si). 
•Italic, of jEtna, 1. xiv. 

" Summo cana jugo cohibet (mirabile di&u) 
" Vicinam flammis glaciem, aeternoque rigore 
" Ardentes horrent fcopuli, flat vertice celfi 
" Collis hyems, calidaque nivem tegit atra faviUa." 
See likewife Seneca, Epift. 79. Cowley. 
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XVI. 
LIFE AND FAME. 

f\ H life, thou nothing's younger brother [j] ! 
So like, that one might take one for the other [/] ! 
What's fomebody, or nobody [«] ? 

[i] Becaufe nothing preceded it, as privation does all 
being ; which perhaps is the fenfe of the diftinction of 
days in the ftbry of the creation ; night fignifying the pri- 
vation, and day, the fubfequent being, from whence the 
evening is placed firft, Gen. i. £. " And the evening and 
" the morning were the firil day." Cowley. 

[/] Oh life, thou nothings younger brother ! 
So like, that one might take one for the other/] i. e. life is lefs 
than nothing, but, as being come of nothing, is very like it* 
Mr, Cowley's poetry (as here) is often much disfigured by 
the double affectation of w// and familiarity. He would 
fay an out-of-the-way thing, in a trivial manner.— But 
fuch was the court-idea, in his time, of writing, like a 
gentleman, 

[u] T» $ tU> rt y Stk } £*•** or«£ eofi^ff©*. Pindar. 
What is fomebody, or what is nobody ! Man is the dream of a 
Jbadow. ' Cowley. r 

N 3 h 
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1 all the cobwebs of the fchoolmen's trade [a/], 
*Ve no iTuth nice diftin&ion Woven fee, 

As 'tis, to be, or, not to be. 
Dream of a fhadow [#] ! a refleftion, made 
From the falfc glories of thfcgay refle&ed bow[y] f 

Is a more folid thing than thou. 
Vain weak -built ifthmus [s], which doft proudly rife 
. Up betwixt two eternities [a] ; 

; f u'] The dillindiors of the fchoolmen may be likened 
to cobwebs (I mean many of them, for fome are better 
woven) ; either becaufe of the too much finenefc of the 
work, which makes it flight, and able to catch only little 
creatures ; or becaufe they take not the materials from 
nature, but fpin it out of themfelves. Cowley. 

[a] Dream ofajbadvw /] Juitly admired by Plutarch, 
us w moft Ingenious and expreflSve hyperbole. Vol. ii. 
p. 104.* ed. Xyland. Par. 1624. 

\y\ The rainbow is in irfelf of no colour; thofe that 
appear are but reflections of the fun's light received dif- 
ferently — 

u Millc rrahit varias adverfo fble colores :* 
as Is evident by artificial rainbows ; and yet this fhadow, 
this almott nothing, makes fomctimes another rainbow* 
(but not fo diftin& or beautiful) by reflection. Cowley. 

[a] Ifthmus is a neck of land that divides a peninroh 
from the continent, and is betwixt two teas, r* «pfta»- 
Xmrsm. In which manner this narrow pd&ge of lite di- 
vides the part time from the future, and is at b& fwmUowed 
Up into eternity* Cow lev. 

[*] tfi*BS,~kt^: K& ehrmaia ;] A fuMhne idea, 

Yet 
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Yet canft nbr wave nor wind fuftairi ; 
But, broken and o'erwhclm'd, the endlefs bcean* 
meet again, 

a. * 

And with what rare inventions do we ftrive, 

Ourfelves then to furvive ? 
Wife, fubtle arts, and fuch as well befit 

That nothing man's no wit. 
Some with vaft coftly tombs would purdiafe it* 
And, by the proofs of death, pretend to live. 

Here lies the great — Falfe marble, ivhere ? 
Nothing but firiall and fordid duft lies there, 
^ome build enormous mountain-palaces^ 

The fools and archite&s to pleafe : 

fchich lay unnoticed in this ode, till Mr. Pope produced 
k into obfervation — 

44 PlacM on this ifihmus of a middle ftate^ 
44 A being darkly wife, and rudely great." 

Efl*. on Man, op. ii. 3. 

•N#f but our philofophical poet had his eye, alfo, oa 

M. Pafcal — " qu*eft-ce que l'homme dans la nature ? 

* Un neant a\ l'egard de l'infim, un tout a fegard du 

.-Vueant, un milieu cn(re rien et tout. II eft infiniment 

44 eloigne des deux extremes ; et ion etre n'eft moins <ftf- 

- ik tant du neant d'oft il eft tire, que de finfini ou ii eft 

44 englouti." PenfieSf c. xxii. 

N 4 Alaft- 
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A lading: life in -well-hewn ftone they? rear: " 

So he* who.on th' Egyptian fhore [£] 
Was flain, fo many hundred years before, 
Lives ftill (oh life, moft happy and moft dear ! 
Oh life, that Epicures envy to hear [f] !) 
Lives ia the drooping ruing of his amphitheatre! 



His [jjf] father-in-rlaw [*] an higher place does claim, 
In ttie ferpjphjq'pniit^ of. fame f/]. 

Does fill all mouths, and breathes in alj men's breath, 

[£] Pom pey the great. Cowley.' • ' : .- ■ • H* 

[c] An irony :$ that is, "Oh life, which Epicures laugh 
<c at and contemn !" Cowley. 

it [d] Csefaf; whbfe daughter Julia was married torPom- 
pey ; an alliance fatal to the commonwealth ; which, 3* 
Tully fays, ought never to have been made, or never 
ended. Cowlex. " •.'•.'.«* 

[e] 1 Lis father* in-lavS\ This, again, is in the familiar 
ftyle. He might have laid, more fuitdbly to. the ftyfe' of 
an ode —• •■ • ..!.:: 

" Great Crcfar's fclf" .. J •• 

[/] Supernatural, intelle&ual, unintelligible being. 
Cowley. 

' [g] — that toy, his death] Called a ty, bccaufe- the 
play -thing of every declaimer, from that time i& thfs, 
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Tis true, the two' i'mroortal fyllables [b jYtmain, 

BaVo y&leamed.roeu,, explain, •■ - : > i 

What effence, what exiftence this, 
^hat, fubftance, vrfifltfubfiftence, wh^thypoftafis* 

' In fik podr letters is ■?* ' 

In thofe alone does the great Caefar live ; 

'Tis all the conquered world could give. 

We poets, madden yet than all, . 
With a fefin'd fantaftic vanity, 
'Think, we not only have, but give eternity. 

Fain would I fee that prodigal, 

and, by pafling through fo many hands, more inflrumental 
fc> the propagation of Caefar/s fame, than all the glories, of 
his life. 

[b] — s two immortal fyllables] This lively ridicule, on 
poft burnous fame, is well enough placed in a poem, or de- 
clamation ; but we are a litde furprized to find fo grave a 
writer, as Mr. Wollafton, diverting himfelf with it. " In 
14 reality {fays he),the man is not known ever the more \o 
44 pofterity* becaufe his name is tranfmitted to them: be 
44 doth not live, becaufe his name d(fe. When it is faid, 
44 J. Caefar fulxlued Gaul,- heat Pompey, changed the 
44 Rom.an commonwealth," &cc.r—Rel. of Nat. &&,▼• 
—The fophiftry is' apparent. Put Cato in the place of 
Casfar ; and then fee whether that great man do not live 
in his name, fubftantiaUy 9 that is, to goodpurpofe, if the 
impreffion, which thofe two immortal Jyllables make on the 
roindv be. of ufe in exciting pofterity, or any one man, to 
the love and imitation of Cato's virtue. 

'■ Who 
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,. Who his to-tobrrote wot&U beftbw 
For all old Horner's life, c*erfir*e he died, till now, 

Xvir. 

On the Dfeath of Mrs, Catharini 
Philips [*]. 

/^RUEL difeafe ! ah, could it not fuffice 
'^** Thy old and conftaht fpight to exercife 
* Agairift the gentleft and the fairefl lex, 
.. Which ilill thy depredations moft do vex ? 
Where ftill thy malice rrioft of all 

(Thy thilice or thy luft) does on the ftireft fall ? 
' And in thfe'm moft aflault the fairefl place, 
. The throne of ernprefs beauty^ ev'n the face? 
. There was enpugfe^ that here to affwage 

(One would have thought) either thy luft or rage J 

Ws^t not enough, when thou, prophane difeafe, 
Didft on this glorious temple feize ; 

{/] This poem is preferred, in honour of the lady, here 
i cefebestted, who had the fortune to be equally efteelncdby 
the bell poet and fecit fiiint #fchcr age, ...... 

Wac't 

\ 
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Was*t not enough, like a wild zealot, there$~| 
AU the rich outward ornaments to War, 
Deface the innocent pride of beauteous images ? 
Was't not enough thus rudely to de&k, 
But thou aiuft quite deftroy, the goodly pile } 
And thy unbounded facrilege commit 
On th' inward holieft holy [*] of her wit ? 
Cruel difeafe! there thou miftookft thy powers •" 

No mine of death can that devour ; 
On her embalmed name it will abide 

An everlafting pyraniide, 
As high as heav'n the top, as earth the bafis wide* 

' . ? m 

All ages paft record, all countries now, 

In various kinds, fuch equal beauties fhow, 

That ev'n judge Paris [/] would not know 
On Whom die golden apple to beftow ; 
' Though goddefles to his fentence did fubmit, 
Women and lovers would appeal from it : 
Nor durft he fay, of all the female race, 
This is the fovereign face, 

[k] — bellefi boy\ I wiih the poet had forborn this al- 
lufion. 

\F\ —j*<?g e ?«rts] Familiar, again, or rather bar- 
fefque; quite out of feaibiK 

And 
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And fomc (though thefe be of a kind that's rare, • 
That's much, ah, much lefs frequent, than the fair). 
So equally renown'd for virtue are, 
That it the mother of the gods might pofe, 
When the bell woman for her guide fhe chofe [/»]. 

But, if Apollo fhould defign 

A womaa.laureat to make, 
\Vithout difpute he would Orinda take, 

Though Sappho and the famous Nin« 
Stood by, and did repine. 

To be a princefs or a queen, 
Is great; but 'tis a greatnefs always fcen ; 
The world did never but two women know, 
Who, one by fraud, th' other by wit, did rife 
To the two tops of fpiritual dignities [«], 
One female pope of old, one female poet now. 

[/»] Alluding to the introduction of the fratue of Cyhde 
into Rome : Liv. 1. xxix. The goddefs, indeed, had a long 
train of Roman matrons for her attendants. But, as the 
hiftorian tells the ftory, fhe chofe the heft man in Rome 
for her bofti not the heft woman, for her guide. Whether 
the poet forgot himfelf, or purpofely falfified the ilory for 
the fake of his application, I know not. 

W-' — Spiritual dignities] The Englilh word,JpirituaL, 

as applied to dignities, means religious or ccckjiaftical % $n 

oppofitiop tp c?vil or temporal. J3ut the French word, 

Jpirituel 9 of like found, means, alio, witty or intcllcftifcL 

Hence the equivoque \ with whjch our poet was not a lit- 

3. Of 
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Of female poets, who had names of old, 

Nothing is fhown, but only told ; 
And all we hear of them perhaps may be 
Male-flattery only, and male-poetry. 
Few minutes did their beauties l^ghtniffg wafbe^ 
The thunder of their voice did longer l&ft, 

But that, too, foon was paft. 
The certain proofs of our Orinda's wit, 
In hier own lading chara&ers are writ ; 
And they will long my praife of them fuf vive^ 

Though long perhaps, too, that may live* 
The trade of glory manag'd by tfie peA, 
Though great it be, and every where is'found^ 
Does bring in but fmall profit to us fite'rf J 
'Tis by ttye number of the fharerstlrowh'd. : rl 
Orinda, on the female coafts of feme, ' K 
Ingroffes aU the goods of a poetic name : 

tie pleafed, as we may fee by his repetition of it, in the 
Complaint, St. ii. — 

44 Among thefpiritual lords of peaceful fame.** 
—He forgot, on this and other occafions, his own defini- 
tion of true wit by negatives — 

" 'Tis not, when two like words make up om noifi? 
% St. ii. 6. 



>> 
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She does no partner with her fee ; 
Does all the bufinefs there alone, which wc 
Are forc'd to canpy on by a whole company, 

4> 
But wit's like a luxuriant vine ; 

Unlefs to virtue's prop it join* 

Firm- and $re& towards heaven bound ; 
Though it with beauteous leaves and pleafent fruit 

be crowm'd* 
It lies deform'd* and rotting on the grouod%. 

Now fhanae and blufhes on us aU> 

Who our own fex fuperior caJl ! 
Orinda does our boafting fex out-do, 
Not ia wit only* but in virtue too. 
She does above our beft examples rife, 
In hate of vice,, and fcorn of vanities* 
Never did fpirit of the manly ipako, 
And dipt aU oJer in learning^ iacxed lake, 
A temper more invulnerable take. 
"No violent paflion could an entrancefindj 
Into die tender goodqefs, of her mind : 
.Through walls, of {torn thofe iwom bulled aajc. 

Force their impetuous* way; . 
Vi^hen her foft breaft they hit, powertefi-and dead, 

they lay. 
; S-The 
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Thf fame of friendfhip [*], wliich fy long had"toS|t 
Of three or four illuftrious names of old, 
Till hoarfe and weary with the tale fhe grew, 
Rejoices now t r have got a new, - - 
A new, and more furprizing ftory, 
Of fair Leucafi^s and Qrinda's glfrryj. 
As when, a prudent man does once percsivs 
That in fomc foreign country he mufl[ liyq, ' ' U 
The language and the manners he dpqs ftrjv* 
To, underftand and praftife herq, 
That he may come, no ftranger there ; 
So well Orinda did herfelf prepare, 
In this much different clime, for her, repnoyc 
To thfc glad world of poetry and l.oye> 

[o] The ' fmHt^€fJrUn^b'tp\ Mrs. Philips t**» much 
famed iQxbsxfrUjvl/bips, as far laer, po^ujj. , : ;I}$. $•£&& 
addrefled his difcourfe on the nature and ojfa^tfjfrietul/bifo 
to this lady. 
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XVIII. ■ ■ .; 

H '; Y M N." ' : ' 

TO L I GHTtf], ' 

^GMRST-bom of Chaos," whofo fair ditfftcome 
# From the old Negro's darkfome woinlp \ 
Which when it faw t the . lovely child, , . 
The melancholy jnafs put on kind looks, and foaiTd. 



Thou tide of glory, which no reft doft know, 

But ever ebb, and ever flow ! 
.'' •• Thou golden fljower of a true Jove ! ". : 
yfho does in thee defcend, and heaven to earth make 
* » ' love ! ," f " ■ "'"' 

[f>] The moral ftrokes in this hymn amply atone for 
the falfe wit and quaint imagery, in which it too much 
abound**— -It was the matydyiof that age, to be only taken, 
" With glitt'ring thoughts ftruck out at ev'ry line :" 

K ' ^ Pope. 

And the abundance of Mr. Cowley's wit made ft but too 

tafy for him to regale the vitiated taite of his readers 

-mkh this fort of entertainment. 

♦•'•■<• 3. Hail, 



faail, a&ive nature's watchful life and health ! 
, ..J^jo^,.herpma^entand^aJtht f . , . 
Hall ttitHy;iuibaa^' .Beat, and .thee J 
'Thou, ths mjli's -b^ewsbfjde^iidl^tride* 



j^spm-*- ••',' 



± 



Do all tiff.-m^4 asrow&^frl ■,'i:;h':.:ii' 

Divine; 

'.. - . '$i. .- 

That fo q^cfclvcoft itt colours, thotf. 



*-'■ - 



Swift Aiig^^xob^blfe^ **#&* fr% 

* • .Thy r^^^^^W^'Ib^uh; 

-Solvit' O IM 
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Let a poft-angcl ftart with thee [y], 

And thou the goal of earth fhalt resjeh, as foon as he. 

' ..:::.. !:•.; • '.' ' ■*.-. w- •• ■-.■•! •» ■ , Y < _ : ;<::< 
. /• , . 

Thou, ia toe moon's bright chariot J>rcfu<I kadjjay, 

f Doll thy bright wood bAttS TuHrty j : ^ 

" ' AmTairthe^f dbft\^'t1ithee^n^ /;, <"° [T 

Of thoufand flowery lights thine**d&n 'kt&tirnzl 

fpring, 

8. 

Thou, Scythlan-Iilte, dofrtbulkf^tai dsf abtfvC 
The fun's £WtaMnfft t^HfcfflS,' •- * ( I 
A^&ff^fl&i hi poihpefoft gV :: :d 

^hVfhiniitg? afc&riti ; of *h*^?l#aKg»d thy (hew, 

?' 

Nor, amidft all thefe triumphs, doft thou fcorn 

The huml^g>>w- W Di m^ t u\ adpn^! T -: I ^.:T 

[«/] — P°J^ a %fkA^ ?»*&*.'*&&} On,e jof the moft 
glaring faults hT&e^oWty tf Sfe^Crffrlep ag^Tfas the 
d*afuig-df gfefifc ^ffl^rtti:ai^Ma|5f %4dW:^ttt^is 
and vulgar expreflions. What the reader looked for, was 
w//$ and he looked no farter : as if that rule of com- 
mon fenfe had been a difcovery of yefterday — 

tv* £$^^4s4l^d^^t)f th^{^t r and Ail}. * / 
il Appears mote decent,, as. vncxifui tabic" . . 

l ;t "2r jr "' Po^Blajr^lfCnt^r.jiS. 
*s-I O .1 , J ^TAn^ 
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And with thofe living fpangles gild 
(O greatAefc wi&oufc^rids !}♦ &« bufhes c^thofidcfc 

.. f ... -.-pvJP*.. ' ■ .«^..> 

Nigte^a^Wr tiglyflib^ai|;^, thou <!teft fright," 1 
And Sleep, the lazy owl of night ; * 
* AihamM and fearfufob appear 
They flcreen their i hiniT ihapo$ Witir the iltfk 
t ;httbifpherc*.: I ,: , - ' - "'• •" 

, •• • ' -V? ; • . • :. J : ::?'; ."■:' * 

V 

With 'em there haftes, and wildly takes the alarm, 
Of painted dreams, a bufy fwarm ; 
At Ae firft opening 6f ihitie eye, :r ' - <: " 

The various tlufters break, th'$ antic Stem's Ay, 

,: frj: A%*/, dnd)xru&fub)e8s s &c] ■ ■ - L 

" Night, and all her fickly dews, 

" Her fpe&ret wan," Sea. 

Mr. Qray, in TJjefirogreftefpoift. 
This excellent writer, not unfrequently, alludes to paflage* 
in Mr. Cowley, whofe ' manners and genius rfiuch refem- 
bled hi* own* Both charm us with the Jfiieen of virtue ; 
and both were equally qualified, by the gifts of nature, to 
adorn the nobler, and the more familiar poetry.— Hie 
jafte, the execution, the Cuccefs, were happily on the fide 
of our late poet, 

O a 12. The 
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The gu% ftt^e**, and mBkterbe^"'"*-» '"' 
Creep confeious to their fecret reft9 : 
Nature to thee doeftitverence pay, 

HI omcsti md ill fight* Tj^voomyf tl^w*y{*]. 

/ \ ■ • f »- ■ •!/■; i >f« iv 

^ r .%^oiriWc^ Grief AAxlf is firid > 'I 
To fhake his wings, and roofeJutimS; 
And cloudy Care has- often took 

A gentle beamy fmile reflfc&ed from thy look* 

, ... .».; *A~. . ' ....■:•:»:/'*>.'''■' •■'"r.-./i... »' 

At thy appearance, Fear it&\f grows boidf ,; 

Thy.fiin-ihine melts aijwiy Ins cold, , 

Encourag'd at the fight ©f thee, 
To the cheek colo\H\coi^y*^i^^*fr*te kritt* 

Evbn Ltift, Sue matter of sterdeiAI fao^, . .. x . 
Slu^ipSj, IF thou beeff in the.jfcce'j/ ^. 

{*} JW iMMbtt md & fights H*m*tuttt tftyWtp^ "iA* 
'turfing tt> Vh^ia Riwnrti &p&4Htioft, wlSch aiiiibilfly jro- 
•-*iJedj *4«»i a»gtvat geaera! marched- oitt-of^etStjV^ 

no kwu^oks^-dbfeft ihotMtiHfeiftitf ^^*™ P^" 

fage, •-' s-" : ,;: ' ' 

• " • ■ -' • ' To 
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To Dark^ft^dirtBfiiM he itetiifcs, ^ 
In fjiipi&i2%j ^ - 

When, goddfc*, tftocrfifWlxip Ajr'wakcnVtlicad 
Out of the nwrni^s puipte^b^ i- ' 
Thy choir of "birds about thee playj '. ,.., 

Arid* all the joyful Worltf falutcs the ru^ng day. 

It. 
The gno&s, and moafter fpir its, that did prefume 

A body's privilege to afiume, 

Vanifh again invifibly, 
And todies gain again their vifibility; 

18. 
"Alt the world* s bravery, that ddighfs.Qur £Jpes, 
Is but thy feyeral liveries : 
Thou the j iiji ^ on them beftoiweft j 
Thy- W^bk pencil painls this landlkip^ a* thou 
*goeft, 

" Acrimfim garment in the rofe t hot* wear*ft ; 
' ••"■' A crown of ftud&d gold thou beartt£/] ; 

, [<) A tt+um <f fhuUtd goU tkm ka?Ji}> J* the 
flower fo tailed, or Crown Imperial* The name of the 
i\ - O 3 The 
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The virgin Ijlie*, inlfcefowhHc, 
Are clad but with the lawn of jJmoft naked light. - 

2.0, 

The yiqfct^ fpring's little infant, ftands , .. 
Girt in tjiy purple fwadling-baads ; _ , ^ 
On the (air tulip thou doft doatj » 

Thou cloatltfft it in a gay and party-colovufi 

* coat'{«]. 

With fl^meicondens'd thou dqfttjic> jewels fir, 

And Yolid colours it>, it mix;: , . • ; 

Flora herfelf envies,- to fte 
Flowers fairer than her own, and durable as (he. 

Ah, gflddefs !. would thpu could'ft thy hand with- 

1 'how; 

And be,le(s liberal'to gpldj 
Cft^tt 'thou iefs value to it give, 
: OF how : rriuch' care (alas) niight'ft thou poor man 

relieve ! • > 

flower, and of its bearing; being the fame, he could not 
well exprefs them both. Yet, in the conne&ton wKck 
this line has with the foregoing, the mention of <np only, 
has an iQ effeft. 

\u\ Prettily alluding tp Jofcph's coai (f many'tiUttrs, 
Gen. xxxriil j, 4. '■ ■ 

•St To 
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• r^ui-in- ?3* ,- ... : ,.-v--": v.- V 
T<raVthc f«n[i^21^monpdcriglitful fer, V 

And all fair days much fairer are* v.' ^ 
But few, ah wondrous few there be, 
Who do not goW prefer, o goddefs; tfHft ftK C 

.244 

Through the foft yays of heavea* and*i{yftnd fea, 
Which open all their pores to thee ; 
Like a clear river, jjiou doll glide, 

And with 0iy livirig ftreaip throvghjthe clofe djw- 

.' nelsilid^,;^; .;'; ;V'J/^ 1 l 

But where fiwii feodies thy free eourfe oppofe, 

Gently thy fburce the land d'erfltow*; J 

Takes there poffeffion, -and does make, < **■ 

Of colours minglefc^llgbt, a thick arid ftanding lake. 

26., 



But the vaft ocean of unbounded day 
In th* empyrean heaven does ftay, 

[w] 7* me, tfje fun] An inimitable iknza, lit which 
the whole foul of the poet comes out, and (bines through 
the puteft and cleareft, e*preffion : like one of the virgin* 
lilies, Jhc before celet>ra#a, 

— « cW w#4 ffcJmm efalmoji naked light!* 

O 4 The 



Thy risers, lajies, ao& fprings below 
prom thmteitaoK, firfi &omnf<£ iffithft jtf rlafrmtift 



XIX. 

tJWLjb'Sjb^SY, tli'e gre».^ onty£eir" 

Of all that human kppwledge^whicfi'Iifs beep 
JJnfQrfeited by man's rebellious fin, 

JPhilpfophy^ ,%jr>.«jd ^U it^He^ : v r . 
For, wW^.tfiej^^^ 

Jt a n^yi#P5i .feepv; ^|pci>>;....; .. , ,,, - w -.r. 
Has ftill been kept in npnage till of late. 
Nor manag'd or enjoy\J]fiis yaft eftate : 

.t : -.\: : r:" : "t "\ n?.z\ '\r '.;;?' s . Vi 

[a] This poeip (befides its j^ntrinfic men*) is ^entitled 

to a place in* this colle&ion^'from the relation it has to the 

< }ty*jki**fo' tie advancement tf experimental' p&kfiiphy\ 

'• jMhkft rile reader will find in tHo entf 6f &k* VokmKv It 

gives, ttfoy aW aitfiaHe; jtfdure.of tfe-'poeA ihkidi h* the 

concluding panegyric on his fcifcrid, Dr, SjteK, wbo-lted 

written tfcfchitfbiy 6f the Ry&SAk+t* ' 

"•■ ■"•■.■ "/'. Three 
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Jfate fir fotlr j&otfkw* yeirsj one -would have 

thought^ 
To jripenefs and pcrfeQSptt ipight have brought 

A fcience fo well bred and mirs'd [ y J 
And of fuch hopeful parts-top at the firfti 
But, oh, the gu^njhms and the tutors thrii^ 
(Some negligent^ and fome arpbitioas men) 

Would ije'er corifentjo fet him free, 
Or his own naturat powers to let him fee, 
JLrcft that ftjtould put an end to tfyeir authority. 

That his own bufinefs he ipiglxt quite forget, 
They* amus'd him with the ipojts of wanton wit. 
With the defferts of poetry they fed him [z], 
Inftead pf fblid i»eat? tf incrcafc his force; 
inftead of vigorous exejreife, they led hint 

[y ] A faience Jo well bred and nursed] By Pythagoras 
and Dcmocritus. r 

\fz] WW* dx dtjfcrt* <$ f#ty thty $d hbt\ Much of 
the antient philofophy, was only a^ufcious mythology. 
. The way or accounting for a natural phenomenon, was 
to tell a plealant ilory, I fuppofe, the author had Spe- 
cially in view Lord Bacon's Sapientia wterivn, where that 
wife man amufed himfelf and others — with the J forts rf 
wqnton w/f, 

Into 
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Into the.pleafant.,lab)nfiftda#^f ey^^eik-jcblf- 
courfc[tf]. ^ ■ 

Inftead of carrying him, to fee ; , ,_ • ri ; 

The riches which dohoardeoj for him lie A , v 
In nature's endleft treafury, : ■ , • • 

They, chofe his eye tp entertain .--, 

(His cyripiis, but not covetous eye{£]) , 

With painted fcenes, and pageants of the brain \c]> 

Some few exalted fpirits [/f] thisilatter agp has (hoi??, 

That labour'd.to aflert the liberty 

(From guardians, who were now ufurpers grown) 

Of this old minor ftill, captivM philofophy ; 
But 'twas rebellion calPd, to fight 
For fuch a long-opprefled right,' 

\a] Into the pkafantlatyintbs tfcver-fitfb dijcovtfi] The 
Platonic fchool, which joined eloquence to philofophy. 

[b] His curious, but not covetous eye] u e. ingenious 
/peculation^ and not «/?, was the objedt of that philo- 
fophy* 

ff] "" pageants of 'the brain] The peripatetic fancies *- 
— u tricks to (hew the ftretdi of human brain." Pope. 
[df] Some few exalted /pints] P. Ramus, and his'iol- 
lowers, who laboured to ajfert tlx liberty of philofophy' from 
the ufurped dominion of the Aristotelians; men, wfio, 
under colour of guarding the rights of the old philofophy, 
prrafwizrd over reafon herfdf. 

1 Bacopj 



MR. A.COWLHY. jo| 

Bacon, at laft, a mighty man, arofe, 
Whom a wife king and nature choffe 
Lord chancellor of both their laws, 

And boldly undertook the injured pupil's caufe. 

3- 
Authority, which did a body boaft, 
Though 'twas but air condens'd and italk'd about, 
Like fome old giant's more gigantic ghoft, 

To terrify the learned . rout, 
With the plain magic of true reafon's light, 

He chac'd out of our fight, 
Nor fufferM living men to be mifled 

By the vain fhadows of the dead : 
To graves, from whence it rofe, the conquer'd phan- 
tom fled ; 

■ •■' W # * # - • 

4- 
From words, which are but pi&ures of the thought, 
(Though we our thoughts from them pervcrfely drew) 
To things, the mind's right objeft, he it brought: 
Like fooliflx birds, to painted grapes we flew; . 
He fought, and gathered for our ufe, the true j 

['] The reft of this ftanza is left out. 

And, 



. FO EMS JQ F: - 

And, when on heaps die chofcn bunchft toy,; . . 
He prefs'd theni wifHy; drcmcchanic way [/J 
Till all their .price Ad in one vet&t join, ...:■' 
Ferment iata^nbuxifbincntxliginf!," l:..J 

The thirfty foul's refrelhing wine. 
Who to the life an exaft piece would make, 
Muft not from others work a copy take foj f 

No*, n<* from Rubens or J Vandifee • 
Much left content himfelf to make it like ; 
Th 1 ideas and the images, which lie ■ 

In his own* fancy, or his memory^], ; 

No, he before his fight muSphxH > ' ■* '■'• : * 
The natural and living face [/J; ' '• 

The real ohjeft muft command .'•• 

Each jadgement of his eye, and motion of hi* head. 

[/] — the mechanic nvayl i. e. in the way of expert 
ment. 

[g\ Muft not from others work a cop take] As GafleiwH 
did, whofe philofophy is nothing more than a cofy y a /ine 
t/taairidecd* front that of Epicurus,; A**o* r 
/ . fr^l TV ideas and the im*ges y *wbicb tic : 

v In his ownjtancy t or Bis memory] Meaning Dcs Cartes, 
•who went to work m this manner, and fptm a fobtlecbb- 
wet* theory «ut of hi* emm brain* Anoit. • 
[fyTkwltyrMiandlkHniJfal 

" The naked nature and the living grace." Pope. 

i .. c. From 
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From thefe, iw3 afl long errors of the" way [Yj, 

In which our wandering predeceflbrs went, 

And, like th^old Hebrews, manjr years did ftray^ ( 

In 3e&rts but of jSndll extent, J ' . ' \ \ 

Bacon; like *Mofes, le4 us forth' at Iaft ,; 

The Bahth : Wilder nefs He pift, . '.' 

Did on the ver^r border ftand' 

Of the'bleftpr6rrris , a ldnd; "■' : '^ <- - \"\ 
An^-fhun the mountain^ top of ffi^esalted wit, * 

Saw it himfelf,and ftieVd usit* ?r ' 
But life did never to onekn fcltoifr^ v * : ' , 
Time to difcbverwbrlds, irtA cbn^ile* t6o j 1 
Nor can fo ftbtt a tirre 'foSfe'lent ^cr^ ; : * 
To fathom this v^rft'depths of nature's '(£&, : : ' n * 

"Hie twrk lie cfoJ, j we taught t?adrrrrce , , 
And were unjuft, nf ; ^ fhotftd m6re l raquire 
From his few years, divided \w fo t th* excefi 
Of low affli&fcri, and h%h hkpphiels [/]« 

\Jt\ —errors of the wy] A beautiful Latkitfm— 

" ~p*bgfa*v*m*trf9rihm a&us i" Virg*iEn. vi. J3t^ 

** Siyfiirrorevzxt feutempeftatihusacti* Ib.vii. 199; 

[/J -^*Krixt & txeffs 

Of low MftMon md high hefpinefij S* ^pfeffcd; as to 

convey not Qniytke |«t!s idea of d>b fimacfctt, but Jut 

^l*4>fit. 

For 
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For who on things remote can fix his fight, 
That's always in a triumph, or a fight ? 

6. 

Froto you, great champions, we expeft to ffjt ' 7 
Thefe fpacious countries, but difcover'd,yet; - 
Countries, where yet, inftead of nature, we ,-,-." 
Her images and idols worlhip'd fee : 
Thefe large and wealthy regions to fubdue^ 
Though learning has whole armies at command; . 

Quarter'd abopt in every land ; 
A better troop fho ne'er together drew. 

Methjnks, like Gideon's little hand, 

God with defign has pick'd out you, . 
T6 do thefe noble wonders by a few : . .- ■ r 

When the whole hoft he, law, they are (laid he) - 

Too r many to overcome for me ; : . 

And now he chufes out his men, . .. . 

Much in the way that he did then * 

Not thole many, "whorh he found 

Hfy extended on the ground, ' - 

"'" To dripk with their deje&ed head '•"",'., 

'The ffream, juft fo as by their, mouths it fl«T : 
JJo, but tbbfe few, who took the waters up^ . 
. t And n\adc of their laborious tepid* the cup. 
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Thus, you £rejter*d i *nd in the, glorious fight 
'Ihfcir: wondrous pattern* toa[»i] you take : 
Their old and empty pitchers firft they brake, .. 
And w\th their -hand* thmtlifted up the light* 

Io! found' too the trumpets here! 
Already your yi&oriausf light* appear } / 

New fcenes of heaven already we e(py f • 
And crowds -of golden worlds on high; r j . ■' 
Which, from the fp^iovi* plains of fiarth andiea, 

Ce^ never yet difcOver'd be 
By failors or Chaldaeans watchful eye, , : .. . 
Nature's great work* no diflance ,can ohfcur*; : 
No fiBallftafe her near obje£b can fequre ;,;■■• 

Ye have taught. the curiovjs fight to prefs 

Iptothe,priyateft rec?fs. ,-/ ; . t . , ; 

Of her imperceptible littlenefs. 

Ye have learn'd to readier fmalleft hand, 

And well begun h^r deepeft fenfe to underftand. 

. ' - •.**■.. ... . * 

Mifchief and true difhonour fall on thofe, 
Wte would to laughter or to fcorn [»] expofir 

[ni] Their wondrous pattern too] His laviftv-wlt- never 
knows when to have done with with an allufion. 

[«] — to laughter or tojeorn] It is not to Wconceived 
ST.- ; So 



J 



So virtuous ahd fo ridble a defign, 

So himfitn'far 025 tifiy fdriktkrtrlccJgc.fo^iiirC; 

The things which thefe -proud mcA Jcfpife, andcfli 

Impemwnt, uni vain* ttftd fmslll, ■;::; M ■ . ;. >«r; 
Thofc fmalleft things 6( nature kt me k*b% r ^' 
Rather than all fcheir gtateeft tffciotis- do 4 ", "! ' >! 
Whoever wouW dcpafed ttutk.aihaflwft .■- >/,..,,!'■ 

Into the thfJHie afutii*d>fk>m it^ ■ ■■• V • v i 
Muft feel at firft the biotas of igaorahcc^ jw .<> . > :./;A 

Aod'flte 'foftip £(«*»'•<# efwkfts #it* • ^ - • 
So when, by various turn^of the &1jc&&dtii£ty } 

In many thcrofifid yedttf 

A ftar, To^rtg^trfAneW^ ! *ppe*fty - .':::.:;./ 
Though heaven kfttf ftiiofc beauteous 1 by itgNrtfy 
It troubles and alarms the tvorld beW^ : ' •' 
Does to the wife a ftar, to fools -a iBttttir,4k&frh l 



With courage and fuccefs you the told work begin ; 
Your cradle has not idle been i 

what ridicule this fcciety drew wport itfeif fro* rthc tarits 
j&a its firft i*ftitutiQtt — * 

" But fejife fiirvivy, when merry jefts weifo. pail ;. 
t •? Fqr nfiag jnait Will'. buoy up atlalt.* Pope/ 

7 N** 
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NoAe e'er, but Hercules and ybu; coxdd be 
» 4* $N $m* *p wortfiy $ feiftory,- 

And xieVr did fortune better yet 

Th v hiftorian [o] to the ftory fit i 

As you from all old error* free 
And pprgp th$ bqdy of p&Hofophjr ^ 

So from all modern follies tie 
tlas vindicated eloquence and wit; 
His candid ftyle, like a clein Bream, cfdcs tiiify 

And hid bright ftacy all the way\ 

Does like thft fun-fliine in it play ; 
It does, like Thames, the beft of rivers* glide^ 
Where the god does not rudely overturn, 

Bjft geutly po\tf, the eryftal uf n$ 
AncJ fefrfe >^kious hand does the whole current 

guide. 
**T li&s ijjl tfce feefepuet, hature <$n impart, 
Atari all the eegaely drefs, without die paiitt of art, 
£0} Dr.Sprati 
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XX. 
THE COMPLAINT^].' 

|Na deep vifionY intellectual fcene, 
**■ Beneath a bower for forrow made 
Th' uncomfortable fhade, 

Of the black yew's unlucky green, 
MixM with the mourning willow's careful grey, 
Where reverend Cam cuts out his famqus wtyy 

,, The melancholy Cowley lay : • 
And lo ! a Mufe appear'd to his cWd fight, 
(The Mufes oft in lands of vifion play) 
Bodied, array'd, and feen by an. internal light. 

[p\ The plan of this poem is highly poetical : and f 
though the number* be not the moil pleafing, the ex- 
preffion is almoft everywhere natural and beautiful. But 
its principal charm is that air of melancholy, thrown over 
the whole, fo expreflive of the poet's character. 

The addrefs of the writer is feen in conveying his juft 
reproaches on the courts under a pretended vindication of 
it againft the Mufe. , 

A gol- 
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A golden harp, -with ill ver. firings, fhc bore; 
A wondrous hieroglyphic robe fhe wore, . 
la wjjich.all colours and all figures were, 
That nature or that fancy carl create, 

That art can never imitate; , . / 
And with loofe pride k wanton'd in the air. 
In fuch a drefs, hi fuch. a well-cloath'-d dream, 
Sh&.us*fd f: of old, near£air Iimenus' ftream, 
Pindar her Theban fayourite to meet; ; 
A crown was p^. her .head, and wings were on her 
feet- > ,- / - . • ; - ,■ 

She tbuch'd hiin'Witlv her harp, and rdis'd him 
from trip ground ; - -■ - * • ' . - 

The fhaken firings melodioufly refound. 

Art thou return'd at laft, faid fhe, 

To this forfaken plate and me ? 
Thou prodigal, who .didft fo loofely wade 
Of all thy youthful years, the good eftate; 
Art thou return'd here, to repent too late ? 
And gather hufks of learning up at laft, 
Now the rich harveft-^time of life is.paft, 

And winter marches on fo fall ? 
But r when Irneant t* adopt thee for my fon, 
AmLjdid as teamed a portion affign, 
As ever any of thcnqighty Nine ... _v. . 
i# . r-Had to their deareft children done; 

P 2 Whea 
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When I reftrfvM t* exalt thy* anoifctcd Mfne r 
Among the fpiritual lordi [j] of peaceful feme; 
Thou changeling, thou, bewitchM with noift ttl 

fhow, 
Wouldft into courts and cities from me gp; 
Wouldft fee the world abroad, and have a Iha** 
In all the follies and the tumults there, 
Thou wouldft, forfooth, be fomething in a ftatr, 
And bufmefs thou wouldft fimd r and wouldft create t 

Bufinefs I the frivotou* pretence 
Of human lufts, to fhake off innocence ; 

Bufinefs I the grave knpertinence : 
Bufinefs ! the thing which I of all thing* hate* 
Bufinefs I the contiadiftioa of thy fate* 



Go, renegade*, caft up thy account^ 
And fee to what amount 
Thy foolilh gains by quitting me r 
The fale of kiiovriedgej fame, and liberty 
The fruits of thy uhlfeartfd aptiftacy. 

[ ? ] -i-^/%^ Ldrds] Alluding to the ftyfe of**' 
Houfe of Lords— the Urds fyritoal Mtd Sfap r a L ^ ft * 
fee the note onJ}hit*al£gmtiis f p» iti8» 

■Thou 
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lioti thought*ft, : l( once the public'ftorm were paft, 
I thy remaining life fliould fun-fhine be ; 
Ihold, the public ftorta is fpent^t laft, 
be fovereign 1s toft at fea no more, 
ad thou, with all the noble company, 

Art gat ; at laft f» fhore^ 
it, whilft thy fellow-voyagers I fee 
.1 marchM up to poffefe the promised land, 
iiou ftill alone (alas) doft gaping ftand, 
pan the naked beach, upon the barren fandL 



5 a fair morning of the bleffed fpring, 

After a tedious ftormy night ; 
ich was the glorious entry of our king, 
inching moifture drop'd on every jthing : 
enty he fowM below, and caft about.him light. 

But then {alas) to thee alone, 
ne of old Gideon's miracles was ftown : 
ar 'every tree, and ^very herb around, 

With pearly dew was crowned, 
nd upon all the quicken'd ground, ~ 
he fruitful feed 6f heaven did brooding lie; 
nd BOthing butthe Mufe^s fleece was dry. 

It did all other threats furpafs, 
/hen God ?o his own people faid, 

P? (The 
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(The men, whom through long wanderings he had 

That he would give them ev'n a heaven of brafs - 
They look'd up to that heaven in fain, . ' 
That bounteous heaven, which God did not rcftraxn^ 
Upon the moft unjuft to fhine and rain. 



The, Rachel [r], for whicli twice feven years and 
more, 

Thou didft with faith and labour ferve, 
And didft (if faith and labour can) deferve, 

Though Die contracted was to thee, 

Giv'n to another thou didft fee'; . 

Giv*n to another, who bad ftore 
Of fairer, and of richer wives, before; 
And not a Leah left, thy recompence to be. 
Go on, twice feven years more, thy fortune try 5 
Twice feven years more, God in : his bounty may- 
Give thee, to fling away . . 
Into the courjt*s deceitful lottery* 

But think how likely 'tis, that thou, 
With the dull work of thy unweildy plough, 

\r\ Tht Rachel] The mafteiihip of the Savoy. 

^ SkouMft 
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Shouldft in/a hard anS barren feafott'thrive,, 

Shouldft even able be to live; 
.Thduj, to whofe ihare fo little bread did fall, 
In the miraculous year, when manna raki'd on all. 

\'6. 

Thu£ ipake the Mufe, and fpake it with a fmile, . 
That feem'd at once to pity and reyile. 
And to her thus, railing his thoughtful head^ 
. The melancholy Cowley faid ; 

Ah wanton foe, dolt thou upbraid 

The ills, which thou thyfelf haft made? 
When, in the cradle, innocent I lay, 
ThoUj wicked fpirit, ftoleft me away, 

And my abufed foul didft bear 
Into thy new-found worlds, I know not where, 

Thy golden Indies in the air : 
* And ever fihee I ftrive in vain 

My ravifti'd freedom to regain ; 

Still I rebel, ftill thou doll reign ; 
Jx>, ftill in verfe againft thee I complain. 

There is a fort of ftubborn weeds, 
Which, if the earth but once, it ever breeds. 

No wholefome herb can near them thriye, 

$b ufeful plant can keep alive : 

P 4 The 
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Jhc fodifli ipofti I did ori thee iDdfour, 
^lake all my art *ri8 lahctar fruitJefi bbtoy 
Where onfce fuch F^ijife* dtn^ *© graft [rJcCfr 

.*• 

When jny new mind had no infufion known, 
Tfhou gfcv'ft fp deep z tin&nre of thine owh^ 

That eVet ftiicfe I vafcfy try 

To wafli atfay th> inhercAt dye i 
Long work peifoaps iftay $oil thy d&dtits %dite, 
But never Will *6du86 the nftitfe tfWfe : 

To all tife ports 4f honour a«6 $ giiii 

I often fteer riiy coarfe in Vain ; 
Thy gale comes «rofi^ and drives ifcfe bkck AgtiA. 
Thou flack'neft all *fty ifarvel of fcdufti^ 

By making than fo oft to' be 
The tinkling firings of thy toofe 8*infoel0r. 

[s] — nograjs] i. e. no griilfs which turn* to 'profit.— 
The poet alludes, in this verie* to ibfcjfyr *ingk& f which 
are fometimes founii in pafture-grounds, and* according 
to the philofophy of the country^peopl^ are occafioned 
by fairies danch^i^ttertm feh^'p^^biyfes'^ye 
on that fine paflage of $k&efy*Ui 

- — -" ye demy-jpufffcts, that 
" By moon-ftiine do the green four ringlets TBake, 
-"Whereof the ewe npt bites*'- — * 

: ^mpeftjAfe^ S.ii. 

Whoever 
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WhoeVWtttife Wfertfs hapj>irfefs would fee, 
' Muft as-vorfoly caft -off the^ 
As thef $ who xmly heaven defire, 
, Do i rein th« world tdtirc. 
This M&s my er ros, : tliis ray £rofs ittiftake^ 
Myfelf a demy-vatary to make. 
Thus, witsh Sapphira and her hufbancPs fate, 
£A fault -which 1$ like diem, am taught too late) 
for all that I give up, I nothing gait*, 
And periih for the part which I retain, 

8. 

Te&h me not, th£n, o thou fallacious T^ufe, 
The court, and better king [/J, t*accufe; 
The heaven, under which I live, is fair ; 
The fertile foil 4nll a foil harreft bear ; 
Thine, thine, is'all the barrennefs ; if thou 
%©t'ftxiiiK'fit*ftfll*ahd'fiiig, Whfcn I (hould plough i 

[/] — hetter ting] 5. e. letter in his own nature, than 

&r &kr* ]&it fefoifai*] w<mld albw him to be» the 

fuppofition was decent, but not true. The minifterof 

that time was juft, nay generous, to our poet. [See Lord 

. QUsrtndotis Ldfi, Farti. 16.}. But, unluckily, the poet's 

^ patrons were the mhrifkr^s aioft determined enemies. In 

the mean time, the better *% tered neither for the mi- 

julier, nor the poet* 

When 
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When I but think, how many a tedious year 

Our patient fovereign did attend 

His long misfortunes' fatal end ! 
How chearfully, and how exempt from fear, 
On the great Sovereign's will he did depend ; 
I ought to be accurs'd, if I refufe 
To wait on his, o thou fallacious Mufe ! 
Kiosfs have long hands (they fay) ; and though I be 
So diftant, they may reach at length to me. 

However, of all princes, thou 
Should'ft not reproach rewards, for being fmall or 

flow ; 
Thou, who rewardeft but with popular breath, „ 

' And that too, after death. 

END OF THE POEMS, 
I1AEON HMI2T IIANTOS. 
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C^*5^ 4&<% &% $*"%* £«*%* 
^f -newer °&*>*&r *&**& %4r t&& 

A 

P R O P O SITION 

FOR 

The Advancement of Experi- 
mental Philosophy [a]. 

the college. 

THAT the philofophical college be 
fituated within one, two, or (at far- 
theft) three miles of London; and, if it 

[a] Ingenious men delight in dreams of reforma- 
tion. — In comparing this Propofition of Cowley, with 
thai of Milton, addrefied to Mr. Hartlib, we find that 
thefe great poets had amufed themfelves with fame 
exalted, and, in the main, congenial fancies, on the 
fubjecl of education : that, of the two plans, propofed, 
this of Mr. Cowley was better digeiled, and is the lefs 
fanciful; if a preference, in this refpect, can be given 
to either, when both are manifeftly Utopian : and that 
our univerfities, in their prefent form, are well enough 
calculated to anfwer all the realbnable ends of fuch 
Inftitutions ; provided we allow for the unavoidable 
4efects of them, when drawn out into practice* 

be 
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fee poRibleto find that convenience, upon 
the tide of the river, or vfcry near it. 

That the revenue af this college amount 
tq four thoufoiid {pounds, a year. 

That the company received into it be as 
follows : 

i* T^ertty phUofophers or profeflfors. 
s. Sixteen young fchojars, fervants to the 
profefibrs. 3., A chaplain. 4. A bailiff 
for the revenue. 5, A manciple or pur- 
veyor for tfce.pi^yiftoBs pfthia houfe. t>. 
Two gardeners. 7. A «ntffcer<paDk. 8. 
/An under-cook. 9. A itnuter, iq. An 
under- butler* 11. A furgpon, \%. Two 
lungs, or chemical fervanjts, 1,3. A^hiary- 
keeper, who is . likewife . to be #pothftp#ry, 
•druggift, and keeper df irtftruiments, ien- 
gmes, <8rc. 14. An officer, tp feed and 
Cake care of all be^lis, fowl, &c, ksptby 
ithe college. 15. A groom of due stable. 
i6. A meflfengcr, to fend trp artd down for 
^all ufes of the college. , 17. four old wo- 
metvto tend the chambers, <k$ep the houfe 
clean, and luch like fervites. 

Thaf 



Th^t the annual-allowance for this com- 
pany be as follows : i. To every profeflbn* 
and to the chaplain one hundred and 
twenty pounds. 2; To the fix teen fcholara 
twenty pounds ajfciect* ten pounds for thei? 
d'm> and ten pound* for their entertain- 
ment. 3. To the bailiff, thirty pounds* he* 
fides allowance for his journiesv 4* To 
the purveyor, or manciple, thirty pound** 
5; Toeach of the gardeners, twenty pounds, 
6. To the triaiba>oook, twenty pounds* 
7* To the ufcder«cook» four pounds. 8. 
To the butler, ten pounds. 9^ To the 
under-butler, four pounds. %o. To tbe 
furgeon, thirty poinds. 11. T&t&e library- 
keeper, thirty pounds. 12. To each of 
the tang?, twdlve» pounds. 13* To the 
keener of the beafto, fax pounds. 14, To 
the groom, five pounds. 15. To the unef- 
fengeu, twelve pounds. 16* To the four 
tieeefikiy women,, tsn pounds. Par the 
manciples table, ait which all 'the fcrvancs 
trf the boufe ape to eat, except the fcholara* 
one )htmdDed,and fijety pourRis. Forihnee 
1 horfes 
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horfes for the fervicc of. the .college, thirty 
pounds. 

All which amounts to 'three thoufand two 
hundred eighty-five pounds. So tha^ there 
remains, for keeping of ?the houfe and gar* 
dens, and operatories, and inftruments^iand 
animals, and experiments of all forts, and 
all other expences, feven hundred and lift 
teen pounds. !j 

. Which were a very incohflderable fum 
for the great ufcsto which it is defigned, 
but that I conceive the induftry of the col* 
lege will j« a ftiorc time fo # eriricb itfelf, as 
to get a far better flock for the advance 
and enlargement of the work when it is once 
begun: neither is the continuance of parr 
ticularl mens liberality to be defpaired o£ 
when it fhall be encouraged by the fight, 
of that public benefit which will accrue, to 
all mankind, and chiefly tp our nation, by 
this foundation. Something likewife will 
arife from leafes and other cafualties^ that 
nothing of which may be diverted to the 
private gaia of the profeflbrs, or any .other 

ufc 
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ufc bcfides thit of the fearch of nature, and 
by it the general good of the world, and 
that care may be taken for the certain per- 
formance of all things ordained -by the 
ihftttution, as likewife for the prote&ion 
and encouragement of the company, it is 
propofed : 

That fome perfon of eminent quality, a 
lover of folid learning, and no ftranger in 
hi be chofen chancellor or prefident of the 
college ; and that eight governors more, 
men qualified in the like manner, be join- 
ed with him, two'of which fhall yearly be 
appointed vifitors of the college, and re- 
ceive an exaft account of all expences even 
to the fmalleft, and of the true eftate of their 
public treafure, under the hands and oaths 
of the profeflbrs refident. 

That the choice of profeflbrs in any vacan- 
cy belong to the chancellor and the gover- 
nors ; but that jhe profeflbrs (who are likeli- 
eft to know what men of the nation are moft 
proper for the duties of their fbciety) direft 
their choice, by recommending, two or three 
i perfons 



prions to fheffi a* evcfjfr eteftbtf: and 
that, if any learned pertbti takhfri ius &144 
jefty^sdomiftions clifcover, or erainentiji w» 
prove* any u&ful kind of knowledge fa* 
may upon that ground* for his rcotasd and 
the eocouragemcM of others* be preferred* 
if he pretend to the place, before anjr body 
<*fo 

Ttetfthe gdtwfiors. tote* ptfttHtifiiM 
«UC agy profeifar, wha featt be pewtd to be 
cither fcaodafogs or unprofitable. t$ tb* 
fociety. 

That the college be bank afixrf d*k, or 
feme fuch manner: That k oonfift of thstf 
fair quadrangular courts, and three tang* 
grounds, inclofed with good watts behind 
them. That the firft C0U# be built nth 
a fair cloifter •, and the profefibrs lodgings 
or tathcr little houfes, four on each fide* at 
force diftance from one another, and with 
little gardens behind them, juft after the 
manner of the Charcrcux hepond fea* That 
the infide of the cloifter be lined mjfe p 
■gravel-walk, and that walk with aionr of 

trees > 
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trees; and that- id the middle there be a 
parterre: of flowers, and a fountain. 
-. That tfce feconc} quadrangle, juft behind 
the firftv'beibt'ciintrivedi ^ to contain thefe 
fnrtBL^ a :s^2-A' chapel. eJ'A ^hall, with 
jtwo long: tables on each fide, for the fcholars 
<and officers of the houffe'<td eat.at,, and with 
a pulpit* and forms at the ^nd for the pub- 
lic lc&ures. 3, A large andipl$afetftdiningr 
room within the hall, for thfe profeflbfs to 
cat in* and to htfld their ;aflemblies and 
conferences. 4/ A public . fehdol-houfe, 
5, A library 6\ A gallery to walk in, 
..adorned with the pictures or ftatues of all 
\the inventors of -any thing t iifeful to hii- 
«man life; as printing* guns; Americav&fc, 
and of late in anatomy, the circulation of 
the blood, the milky veins, and fuch like 
difcaverips in any art, with fhort elogies 
: under the portraitures : as likewife the 
.figures of all forts of creatures, and the 
ftuft (kins of as many ftrange animals as 
1 can be gotten. 7. An anatomy-chamber, 
. adorned tirich Ikeletons and anatomical pic- 
•. * Vol. I. Q^ tures, 
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tures, and prepared with all conveniences 
fbr difle&ion. 8. A chamber for all man* 
fter ,of drugs, and apothecaries mate- 
rials* 9. A mathematical chanlber, for* 
nMbed with all ibrts of mathematicai ity 
flrumentsi beixig an appendix to the library;, 
|o. Lodging* for the chaplain, furgeon, 
library-keeper,, and purveyor, near th* cha>* 
pel, anatomy-chamber* library, and ball. 

That the third court be on brie fide of 
thefe, very large, but meanly built, being 
defigned only for ufe, and not for beauty 
too as the others. That it contain the 
kitchen, butteries, brew-houfe, bake-houfe, 
dairy, lardry, ftables, &c. and efpccially 
great laboratories for chemical operation*, 
and lodgings for the under-fervants* . 

That behind the fecond court be placed 
the garden, containing all forts of plantsjthat 
our foil will bear $ and at the end a little 
houfe of pleafure, a lodge for the gardeoer, 
and a grove of trees cut out into walks* 

That the fecond inclofed ground be»a 
gajjici), defined only to the trial of all 

manner 
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tctanier* of cxxpcnancnts concerning plants 
tethiir melioration, acceleration, retardation^ 
confervaqon, . ^ompoflqon, tranfmutation* 
chlqratjdn^ • dif jidHrtibevpr clfe can be pro* 
cfootd by ate ritter.&» ufe or curiofky* 
with fc lodge iri it ,fi>r:jthe gardener. 

That the third ground be employed hi 
convenient receptacles .for all forts of crea- 
tures which the prof tffots (htfli jtidgfc he* 
ceflfary, fair ,their jbotc exadb fearch into 
the nature 6f animals* and the improve- 
jrient obf lO&vt alps ita u*. . > ' i\\ ' I f 
f-T<Hat flhe5e;be iikcWife Sink* irt/fofl* 
place of * the: -qottege: vrihere k taay &m* 
«oft for ornament of the wb©le* a V&j 
(high lower ior obfervattoh of cefeftial bo* 
dies, adorned with all forts of dials and 
Arch like curiofuies \ and that there bfc very 
4eep vataltB made under ground, for experi- 
ments xnoft proper to fuch places* which 
trill be undoubtedly very many* 

Much might be added; but truly I am 
afraid this is too much already for the 
charity oq generality of this ag£ to extend 
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^Oi ajnd we do not defign this after the 
model of Solomon's- houie. hi my Lord 
B^pa (which is a proje£fc for experiments 
tfrat cart never be experimented)* butpropbfe 
it within* fuch bounds. of expence as have 
often been exceeded by the buildings of 
private citizens. 

jDF;T'tfE PfcOSESSORS, SCHOLARS, CHAPLAIN, 

■■•:;,; ;L .. AND OTHER OFFICERS. . ■ # ■• 

THAT of the twenty profcflbrs four be 
always, travelling beyond feas; and ftxteen 
always refident, unlefs by peririilfton upoa 
extraordinary occafions ; and every one fo 
•abfeflV leaving a deputy behind him to 
fupply his duties. 

* That the four profeflbrs itinerant be af- 
figned to the four parts o£ the world, 
rEu.tope, Afia, Africa, and America, there 
to relide three years at leaft; and to give a 
jconftant account of all things! that belong 
:to the learning,; and efpecially natural ex- 
perimental philofophy, of thofe parts. 

That 
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That the cxpttice of all difpatchei, ah* 
all' Books, fitnpfes, animals, ftones, mttak,' 
minerals, &c. and all curiofities whatfoevti', 
natural or artificial, 1 lent by therh to the 
college, Ihall be defrayed out of thetrfek- 
fury, dnd an additional allowance (ibbve 
the 120/.) made to them as foon as* the 
college's revenue lhall be improved. 

That, at their going abroad, they lhall 
take a folemn oath; never to write any thing 
to the college, but what, after very diligent 
examination, they lhall fully believe to be 
true, and to confefs and recant it as foon 
as they find themfelves in an error. 

That the fixteen profeflbrs refident (hall 
he bound to ftudy and teach all forts of 
natural, experimental philofophy, to con- 
fift of the mathematics, mechanics, medi- 
cine, anatomy, chemiftry, the hiftory of 
animals, plants, minerals, elements, &c. *, 
agriculture, archite&ure, art military, na- 
vigation, gardening ; the myfteries of all 
trades, and improvement of them ; the 
failure of all merchandizes, all natural ma- 
Q.3 gic 
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gic or divinatiofi; and briefly all things 
contained in the catalogue of natural hifto- 
ries annexed tp my Lord Bacon's Organon, 

That onpe » day from Eafter till Mi, 
chaelqaas, and twice a week from Michael- 
mas to Eafter, at the hours in the after* 
pooa moft convenient for auditors from 
London* according to the time of the year, 
there (hall be a le&ure read in the. hall, 
upon fuch parts of natural experimental 
philofophy, as the profeflbrs lhall agree pijt 
among themfelves, and as each of then} 
ihaW be able to perform uftfully and ho- 
jiourably. 

That two of the profeffors, by daily, 
weekly, or monthly turns, fhall teach the 
public fchooK according to the rules here- 
after prefcribed. 

That all the profefibrs (hall be equal in 
all.refpedts (except precedency, choice of 
lodging* and- fuch . like privileges, which 
fhall belongto feniority.in the college) ; and 
that all fhall be matters, and treafurers by 
jtnnual turns, which two officers for. the 
3 time 




te&: : ^ at '4^* prdfeflbrs (ball fupTOgetKcr r^ 
^ \n the parlor within the hall every night, ; £$$( 
V.aM^ twice a week (to ^41,. .. • <•££ 

£; .Sundays an4 Thurfdays) at tw<i raund:^^; >T'S? 
•f bte^ for tte-convenience of dilc^le^whji^ 
£ ftiall be for the moft part of .fjjch ma^ '} /?$Jj% 
£;t r as imy improve their ftudies /^Jf^V - * : '&£ 
l^ feflions ; and tp keej> them frani £a}Yxng\1j$, >' : ./ .^S 
^ loofe or unprofitgbie talk, fhail be die <^3'°\ * ".V 
^%<>f thttw^Wfrj tnenfarum, wl*o may ii&- ■" : V-";'/. 
^\wfe cpMnd any of the feryio^fcholars ./. r il8| 
*£^ */* i-part m tHem what hi* (hatV "ikV^u 6*. ■■.- .♦.■ X*i 




fbe credulous, and beget new or** by jean* 
fequenee or fimilitude, . 

That every third year (after the full fefr 
tlement. of the foundation) the college (hall 
give an account in print, in proper . and 
antient Latin, of the fruits of their trieonial 
induftry. 

That every profeflbr refident (ball have 
his fcholar to wait upon him in his cham- 
ber and at table; whom he (hall be obliged 
to breed up in natural philofophy, and ren- 
der an account of his progrefs to the at 
fembly, from whofe ele&ion he received 
bin), and therefore is refponfible to it, both 
for the care of his education and the juft 
and civil ufage of him. 

That the fcholar (hall underftand Latin ; # 
very well, and be moderately initiated in ' 
the Greek* before he be capable of being § . 
chofen into the fervice ; and that he (hall ' 
not reipain in it above feven years. 

That his lodging (hall be with the pro- 
feffor whom he ferves. 

That 



.* 
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with an dogy' tinder it, (hall be placed ill 
the gallery, and rtiade a denifon of that cor- 
poration of famous men. 

That all the profeffors (hall be always 
. affigned ta fome particular inquifitioh (be- 
:'\ fides the ordinary courfe of their ftudies)*. 
4 ;. of which they (hall give an accouht to thet.. 
■ # t aflembly •, fo that' by this means there ftiayr 
. be every day fome operation or other madtf 
■;' in all the arts, as chemiftry, anatomy, me- 
•■■.• chanics, and the like \ and that the college 
. fhall furhilh for the charge of the opera- 
... tion. 

That there (hall be kept a'regifter undet 
•lock and key, and not to be teen but by 
> the profeffors, of all the experiments that 
\ fucceed, figned by the perfons who made 
,. • the trial. 

i- . That the popular and received errors 
» in experimental philofophy (with which, 
• like weeds in a neglefted garden, it is now 
? almoft all over-grown) (hall be evinced by 
trial, and taken notice of in the public 
ie&ures, that they may no longer abufe 

the 
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iirtic; that -his Ihafi preach In 'tRe'cMpe! 
every Sunday morning, and catechize* in tM 
afternoon the fcholars and the fchool-bbys; 
that he fhall every month adminifter the 
holy facrament ; that he -(hall not trouble 
himfelf and his auditors with the cdritto- 
verfies of divinity, but only teach "God in 
fiis juft commandments, and in; his won- 

derftil works. 

• .• • • -i - t-» 

THE SCHOOL, " ' '" S ' 

■ , , p . 

THAT the fchool may be built fo as 
to contain about two hundred boys, , . 

That it be divided into four dalles, 
'not as others are ordinarily into fix or feven \ 
becaufe we fiippofe thit the children fent 
hither, to be initiated in things as well as 
woirds, ought to have pad the two or three 
firft, and to have attained the age of about 
thirteen years, being already well advanced 
in the Latin grammar, and fome authors. 

That none, though never fo rich, fhall 
pay any thing for their teaching ; and that, 
if any profeflbr fhall be convidled to have 

takeu 
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taken afty ftioney in confideration of his 
pains in the fchbol, he fhall be expelled 
with ignominy by the gbyeftidrs ; but if any 
perfons of great eftate and quality, find- 
ing their fons much better proficients in 
learning here, than boys of the fame age 
commonly are at other* fchools, fhall not 
thirtk fit to deceive an obligation of fo near 
concernment without retOrning fbme marki 
of acknowledgment, they may, if they pleafe, 
(for nothing is to be demanded) beftow 
fome Hftle farity or Curiofity upon the fo- 
ciety, in recompence of their trouble. : • 

And becaufe it 11 deplo^ablef to cdnfidet 
the lol's which children make of-their time 
at moft fchools, employing; or rather raft- 
ing away, fix or feven years in the learning 
of words only, and that too very imper- 
feaiy : 

That a method be here eftablifhed, for 
the infufing knowledge and language at 
the fame time into them ; • and that this 
may be their apprenticefhip in natural phi- 
lofophy. This, we conceive, may t^ done, 

by 
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fey-bfcefling tliem up in amikws, <** pta* 
rfjfttf&pr*, vJbq.tRtt.tf (b»c pdmofw 
WW, apd whp m*y be uivJcrftood with at 
i&HCjh «afc &od plea&jrc, a$ thofe , whklt arf 
iepnwJMffJy ia^ghtj. iucb as*, in Jj*po> 
Vwa, Cello, \CohutfeUa*. EJmyi ^pwt.of 
£ftlftw . *nd of Seneca, Cic? hq 44: Biffin* 
^ne^.ck N*tiw4.Df0rwm, and, fcvorftlt&fe 
^tfttjed pipecs, YvgU's Georgic*, Gratim* 
Neaif fianys, Ma&y ws : And becaufe, the 
troth is we. ww good poets (J moan we 
Jbavp but fejv), who ha*ve pqrpoftiy treated 
of fqlid »d kamed, that ia, attunal ma** 
•€$£ (the m<jft part indulging to Jthtiweak- 
*H& of the worikl v and feeding it cither with 
the fpUiea of loye, or with the fables of gods 
aad heroes)* we conceive that one book 
4>ugbt to be compiled of all die fcattered 
little parcels among the antient poet* that 
TOght ferve for the advancement of natural 
icience, and which would make no fmall 
or unufeful or unpleafanf volume.. To 
thU we would have added the morals and 
ihjtferics of Cicero* and *bc inftkutions of 

Quir>&i- 
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ig£tiia£tif*any and for the comedians, from 

whom almoft all that neceflary part of coni- 

morr dtfcourfe, arid aH the moft intimate 

proprieties df the language &t drawn, w6 

conceivey the boys may be made matters of 

iitcm, as a part of their recrearadri; and not 

.irf their talk, if once a month, or at leaft 

tmce iri two; they aft oiie of Terence'fc 

Cdm^diesi iand afterwards * (the mdft ad 3 - 

vataccd) Tome of Plautus's < arid this ft 

for many teafons one of thfc beft exercifes 

ifcey op*' tie enjoined, atid mbft innocertt 

•pleafirres they can be alldwed. 4 s for "tHfc 

Greek* Author $, they may 'ftudy NiCander, 

^ppiatttft (Whbrti Sdaligef cfaei hot dput[t 

to prefer abbye Homer himfel^ ;ktid place 

next to his adoTed Virgil), AriAotle's Mf- 

tory of anim&ls, and 6ttier ; parts, Thed- 

phraftus and ; Diofcoridfes f of plants; and a 

• collection made out of feverilboth poets 

and other Grecian writers; , For; the morals 

and rhetoric; Ariftotle may Suffice, or Her- 

mogenfes and Lohginus be added for the 

latter. With the hiftory of afaimals they fhoulct 

be 
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be (hewed anatomy as a diyeruftfl#nt,iand 
made to know the figures and mm of thole 
creatures which are npt common among us, 
difabufing them at the fame itjrp^ of thoft 
errors which are univerfally, admitted con- 
cerning many. The fame method fhould be 
ufed to rnake them acquainted with, all 
plants ; and to this mult be added a little of 
the ancient and modern geography, the uiv 
derftanding of the globes, and the. principles 
of geometry and aftronomy. They (hould 
like wife ufe to declaim in Latin and Eng- 
li(h, as 4; he Romans did in Greek and Latin; 
and in all this travel be rather led on by fa- 
miliarity, encouragement, and emulation, 
than driven by feverity, punifliment, and 
terror. Upon festivals and play-tiipes, they 
(hould exercife themfelves in the fields, by 
riding, leaping, fencing, muttering and 
training after the manner of foldiers, &c* 
And, to prevent all dangers and all diforder, 
there (hould always be two of the fcholars 
with them, to be as witnefles and directors 
of their actions ; in foul weather, it would 

not 
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fid* be amifs for them to team to dance, that 
fa;' to learn juft fo modi (for all beyond k 
fapcrfluous, if not woffe) as may givtfthenV'a 
graceful comportment of their bodies.' 

'Upon Sundays, and stlj days of devotion, 
thiy are to be a part of the cfiaphiin's pro- 
vince. 

1 That, for all thefe ends, the college fd or- 
cftfflt, as that there may be fome convenient 
and pleafant houfes thereabouts, kepr kf 
religious, difcreet, and careful perfons, for 
the lodging add boarding of young fcholars j 
that they have a conftant eye over them, to 
fee tiiat they b* bred up there £ioufly, dean- 
ly, and plentifully, according to the pfrp- 
'portioir of ; tt}e parehtfc eipences, 

Ana4!hatthecdkge,;when fc:fliall*plttife 
God;' either by their oWii induftry and ftic- 
Cefs, or by the benevolence of pattdns, to 
'enrich' them fo far, is that it may°e^e to 
tlieir torti and doty to be charitable tb 
tithers, fhaft, at their own charges, e'reft dnd 
maintain fdrtle houfe or houles fof the'en- 
tertaimoent of ifach poor mehs fotts, : ^n<Jfe 
, ; Vot. I. R good 
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good jiatural .parts may promife either ufc 
or ornament to the commonwealth, during 
the time of their abode at fchool; and fhall 
take care that it fhall be done with the fame; 
conveniences as are enjoyed even by rich 
mens children (though they maintain, thf 
fewer tor that caufe), there being nothing 
of eminent and illuftrious to be t expected 
frqm a low t fordid, and hofpital-like edu r 
cafion% . 

con clu s ion, , .. ' 

; . I F I be not much abufed jbyi a.flatural 
fo^dqefs tQ my own conceptions {that ropy* 
of the Greeks,, lyhifch no Qti^er language 
Jjas,a proper word . for)* ther^ was .never 
.any project thought ppon, which deferos 
xo meet with fo few., jtdvetfviea as this; 
for who., can without impudent .folly op- 
pofe the. eftablilhment ,of twenty ..ivell- 
fele&ed perfons in fuch ^condition x>f life* 
that their whole, bufipefe. and. jfole . prp- 
.f^igon may be to ftudy. the irrjprftvemeDC 

. :" . -and 
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and advantage -of all other ptofeflions, from 
(bat of the higheft general even to the low* 
eft artifan ? who (hall be obliged* to em- 
ploy their whole time, wit, learning, tod 
induftry, to tbefe four, the moft ufeful 
thai can be imagined, and to no other 
ends ; firft, to weigh, examine, and provf 
.all things of nature delivered tq,us tyr 
former ages * to detedt, explode^ and ftriftc 
a cenfure through, all falfe, monies ytkk 
which the world has been* paid and cheated 
fo long ; and (as I may fay) to fekthc mark 
of th* college upon all true coins, that they 
^y pafs hereafterwithoitt any , fanner triaj^ 
Secondly, to recover the loft inyeatiopfc 
, and, as it were, drowned lands of the an- 
cients : thirdly, to improve all arts ^wbi$i 
we now have* and laftly, to difcover others 
which we yet have not: and who (hall 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), 
give the beft education in the world (purely 
gratis) tQ as many mens children as fhall 
think fit to make ule of the obligation ? 
Neither does it at all check or interfere with 
6 any 
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tny parties in ftatc or religion ; but is indif- 
ferently to be embraced by all differences 
in opinion, and can hardly be conceived ca- 
pable (as many good inftitutions have done) 
even of degeneration into any thing harm- 
ful. So that, all things confidered, I will 
fuppofe this proportion fhall encounter 
with no enemies : the only qiieftiori is, whe- 
ther it will find friends enough to cany it 
on from difcourfe and defigh to reality and 
effcft ; the neceffary expences of the begin- 
ning (for it will maintain irfelf well enough 
afterwards) being fo great (though I havfc 
ffii fet them as low as is poffible in order to fo 

•*" vaft a work), that it may ftem hopelefs to 

raife fuch a fum out of thofe few dead re- 
licks of human charity and public generofity 
which are yet remaining in the world. 



THE END OF VOL. I. 
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